PATIENTLY RUNNING THE RACE

Hebrews 12:1-3

The christian life is likened to many activities in the Bible – a fight (1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Timothy 4:7,8), a wrestling contest (Ephesians 6:12); a boxing match (1 Corinthians 9:26), an athletic race (1 Corinthians 9:24-26; Hebrews 12:1-3; Galatians 2:2; Philippians 3:14).

It is not just sufficient to run, we must run well and not allow any hindrance (Galatians 2:2; 5:7). We must have an eye for the prize and therefore press towards the mark of God’s high calling (Philippians 3:14). We must run to obtain (1 Corinthians 9:24). We have a focus and an objective. Our running is not uncertain or aimless (1 Corinthians 9:26).

We are living in an impatient world. Many things go wrong when we hurriedly do things. God is calling the believers to a considered, intelligent walk, patient and focused walk, running a race with getting to the finishing line in mind and obtaining the prize.

GOD’S CALL TO THE WILLING

Hebrews 12:1; Isaiah 1:19,20; 65:2,12; Psalm 68:6; Deuteronomy 30:1,15,19; Romans 10:21; Proverbs 1:24-26.

These are days of God’s power in which His people will be willing (Psalm 110:3). God never forces us against our will. He always gives us the benefit of making free choices though He counsels us in His great and infinite wisdom to choose the best (Deuteronomy 30:1,15,19).

God’s call to patiently run the race set before us is for the willing and the obedient who will surely eat the good of the land. The rebellious are always destroyed (Isaiah 1:19,20; Psalm 68:6). 

This call is for ALL – apostles included. Notice the language of the writer who included himself in the call “let US run with patience the race that is set before US” (Hebrews 12:1).

You cannot run a race for which you have not qualified. Sinners are completely excluded from this race. Salvation is what qualifies us for the start of the race. Are you saved? There is a call to salvation and rest (Matthew 11:28-30).

GREAT CLOUD OF WITNESSES

Hebrews 12:1; 11:1-40; 6:12; 1 Kings 19:10,14; 22:8-27; 2 Kings 2:1-15; Joshua 24:15; Acts 7:55-60; 2 Peter 1:12-16.

Athletes run as they are watched by spectators from the sidelines and the grandstands. We are also compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses (Hebrews 12:1).

These are those who already have completed their race successfully and are therefore taking their rest. Hebrews chapter 11 lists this great cloud of witnesses who as heroes of faith are cheering us up from the grandstands, their lives and examples encourage us to keep on keeping on.

These are people like Elijah who stood for God in eras of national apostasy, people like Elisha who pressed on to the double portion though surrounded by lukewarm sons of the prophets, people like Micaiah who though he knew the terrible persecution and consequences of being a spokesman for God in his generation decided to stay put at his duty post (1 Kings 19:10,14; 22:8-27; 2 Kings 2:1-15). These are people like focused and dedicated Joshua to whom worship was a priority and Stephen who was not afraid to die for what He believed (Joshua 24:15; Acts 7:55-60).

How can we give up when all these people are cheering us up from the grandstands? How can you fall by the way side whilst surrounded by this great cloud of witnesses? How can you grow weary of running the race when it is your lot to join the band of winners?

GRACIOUS CURLING OF WEIGHTS

Hebrews 12:1; 2 Timothy 2:4,16,22; Mark 10:17-24; Luke 8:14; 9:59-62; 1 John 2:15-17; 1 Peter 2:1,11; 1 Timothy 6:9,10; 2 Corinthians 7:1.

Athletes always dress light because any weight is always a hindrance to running. “let US lay aside EVERY weight” – God cannot do that for us, w must do it for ourselves. It is important to note the EVERY in the exhortation. Laying aside most weights will not do. EVERY weight must go. The weight you refuse to do away with will hinder you and may keep you from reaching the finishing line.

“let US lay aside … the sin which doth SO EASILY beset us”. Which are your pet sins? Which areas does Satan easily trap and defeat you? Exaggeration? Lying? Fornication? Lust? Worldliness? Greed?

God gives the grace so that we can curl the weights and lay aside the sins that so easily besets us.

GLORIOUS CROWNS FOR WINNERS

Hebrews 12:3; 1 Peter 2:21; 1 Corinthians 9:24,25; Philippians 3:14; 2:16; Galatians 2:2; 1 Peter 5:4,5; Daniel 12:3; Revelation 3:11; 2 Timothy 4:7,8.

Running a race is never easy, it demands endurance. There will always be the temptation to stop in the tracks and call it quits. Jesus ENDURED the cross, DESPISED the shame because of the joy that was set before Him (Hebrews 12:3).

That is our perfect example that we must follow (1 Peter 2:21). We must run so that we can obtain the incorruptible crown (1 Corinthians 9:24,25). There are glorious crowns awaiting winners of this spiritual race. There is a prize to win (Philippians 3:14). We must never run in vain (Philippians 2:16; Galatians 2:2).

