LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY

Luke 11:1-13

There is no reward that the disciples ever asked the Lord to teach them how to preach. They heard His teachings, parables, illustrations, and sermons and just went out to do the same. They saw Him cast out demons and they did the same. They only asked questions when they failed (Matthew 17:15-21; Mark 9:14-29).

However prayer was a different matter. They were used to praying being Jews but it was religious, conscience-silencing prayer. They had no experience of the kind of prayer that gets heaven’s attention that brings divine presence and refreshing. They saw Jesus pray this kind of prayer many times (Mark 1:35; Luke 6:12). At the end of such a season of Holy Spirit inspired prayer, one of them came with the request that forms the core of our present consideration.

GOOD REQUEST OF THE CONVERTED Luke 11:1

Luke 18:18; 3:12; Matthew 13:36; Mark 4:10; 7:17; 9:11,28; 10:10; 13:4; John 6:28; Acts 8:30,31; 9:6; 16:30.

A few lessons can be learnt from this request:

(1) It was a godly request and the best that could ever be made

What better request than to ask for the Lord to teach us to pray. We don’t pray as much as we ought. We don’t pray as well as we ought. Our lives will be much better and glorious if we pray more. It was a request of requests. It is a request that makes all others redundant for to learn to pray is to learn to conquer all sorts of problems and difficulties and to live in victory.

(2) It was a well directed request

Who else could the request have been better directed than Jesus Himself whose praying had no fault, who knew the mind of the Father and the secrets of praying through to the Father’s presence.

(3) It was a request that acknowledged their inadequacy

They knew how to pray but not how to pray like God would have them. They wanted to pray like Jesus not to be satisfied with the ability to pray like the Pharisees and the Scribes.

(4) The request showed that effective prayer can be taught and learnt

The Lord was requested to teach them how to pray and they mentioned that John the Baptist taught his disciples how to pray. Christ taught them how to pray by practice and by direct teaching.

(5) The request showed a measure of unity and team spirit

It was “ONE of His disciples” that made the request but it was not a selfish request. He said, “Lord, teach US to pray”.

GLORIOUS RESPONSE OF CHRIST Luke 11:2-4

Matthew 6:9-13; 13:10,11,36,51; 17:15-21; John 3:2; 16:24-27; Mark 4:35-41; 9:14-27; 1 Peter 2:21; James 4:17; Galatians 6:9,10.

Christ’s response to the request was glorious. He went straight to teach them how to pray. He gave them a pattern, a model that is usually referred to as the Lord’s prayer. The prayer is not meant for daily repetition as people have turned it but to serve as a guide to effective prayer that heaven responds to.

Some elements of the prayer are noteworthy and we must pay particular attention to them if we are to pray effectively:

(1) Prayer issues out of a relationship “Our Father”. Is God your Father? (verse 2)

(2) Worship and thanksgiving precedes any request “Hallowed be thy name” (verse 2)

(3) Desire for and praying for the kingdom “Thy kingdom come” (verse 2)

(4) Consecration to do God’s will and seek first the kingdom “Thy will be done … in earth” (verse 2)

(5) Prayer for daily provision (spiritual and physical) “Give us this day our daily bread” (verse 3)

(6) Praying for forgiveness as conditioned by our willingness to forgive others (verse 4)

(7) Preservation from sin and evil “lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil” (verse 4)

GRACIOUS ROAD TO CONQUERING Luke 11:5-8

Genesis 18:32; 32:26; Deuteronomy 9:18; 1 Kings 8:41-46; Matthew 15:21-28; Luke 18:1-8; 22:44; Acts 12:5.

The model prayer was followed by a parable, an illustration. When prayer does not seem to have been answered, when it is right, we need to persevere and be importunate – keep asking, seeking and knocking. The gracious road to conquering is importunity. God will never deny the importunous individual.

Importunity and perseverance in prayer will open doors that hitherto have remained shut. Keep on praying.

GREAT REASSURANCE FOR CHRISTIANS Luke 11:9-13

John 3:27; 15:7; 1 John 3:22; 5:14,15; James 4:2,3; Psalm 91:15; Isaiah 58:9; 65:24; Zechariah 13:9; Matthew 7:7-11.

Christ finished with a three-fold assurance of answered prayer – Asking will end in receiving, seeking will lead us to find, knocking will get the door opened.

There is no exception – EVERY ONE that asks receives! What a great assurance. Keep on asking. Keep on seeking. Keep on knocking.

Earthly fathers are kind to their children and usually give their children useful, profitable things that they ask for. How much more will our heavenly Father give good gifts unto us. The Holy Spirit is the gift of gifts. If God could give us the gift of gifts, what else would He not give us? (Romans 8:32; 2 Corinthians 9:15). What a great and loving heavenly Father is ours! “Our Father which art in heaven” (verse 2) also responds graciously (verse 13).

