LEVELLING GREAT MOUNTAINS

Zechariah 4:6-9

Figuratively, one of the most prominent uses of the word mountain is as symbolic of obstacles that hinder progress and victory. Occasionally it even has the connotation of unleashing destruction (Jeremiah 51:25,26).

We can speak to our mountains to remove and be cast into the sea (Mark 11:22-24). However the Spirit of the Lord can also level the mountains if we will rely on Him (Zechariah 4:6-9).

What is the mountain that is confronting you? Is it a terminal sickness that is threatening to take your life? Is it an individual that has boasted to frustrate your life no matter what you do? Is it a Pharaoh that has become a terrible taskmaster and will not agree to your serving God? Is it an emperor that has decided to hinder your effort of rebuilding the temple as in Zerubbabel’s case? Any mountain no matter how great, imposing and intimidating can be levelled.

CASE FOR THE LEVELLING

Zechariah 4:9,7; Joshua 6:5,20; Jeremiah 51:25,26; Exodus 5:1,2; 14:26-28; 2 Kings 18:10-13,35-37; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5

God had called and commissioned Zerubbabel to rebuild the temple (). With obedience and zeal, he had laid the foundation. However this GREAT mountain arose to stop him in the tracks and halt every progress. Except something drastic is done, the work will not proceed beyond the foundation level.

However God declared that progress will be made, Zerubbabel who had laid the foundation will also finish the building of the temple (Zechariah 4:9). What then will happen to this obstructing mountain? It will become a plain (i.e. it will be levelled) (Zechariah 4:7).

Mountains constitute obstructions in the path of progress. Great mountains constitute terrible barriers to progress (Jeremiah 51:25,26). Without levelling them, progress cannot be made.

Every towering opposition to your life will cease like a mountain becoming a plain. The formidable walls of Jericho will come tumbling down (Joshua 6:5,20). Every stronghold will be pulled down and ground to powder (2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Jeremiah 51:25,26).

When a mountain is levelled, it ceases to exist. When a Pharaoh or a Sennacherib stand like destroying mountains that will not allow God’s people freedom to worship, they are always levelled (Exodus 5:1,2; 14:26-28; 2 Kings 18:10-13,35-37).

CHARACTER OF THE LEVELLER

Zechariah 4:6; 1 Samuel 17:10,11,24,45-50; Psalm 44:4-8; 60:11,12; 108:12,13; Hosea 1:7; Jeremiah 1:8-10

You can use an axe, pick and a shovel to level a molehill or an anthill. But when you confront a mount Everest or Kilimanjaro, you need the biggest and strongest bulldozer you can get.

The character of a mountain is what determines the kind of tools we use to level it. The nature of this mountain is what determines the kind of leveller employed.

Military might cannot level this mountain. Political power will crumble before this mountain. This is a GREAT mountain that puts to shame the best of military might and political power. However the Spirit of God is more than adequate for the GREAT mountain: “This is the word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts” (Zechariah 4:6).

When a Goliath confronts you like a great mountain, a terrible giant, the whole national army will be no match, it takes the Spirit of God to give the victory (1 Samuel 17:10,11,24,45-50).

CERTAINTY OF THE LEVELLING

Zechariah 4:7; 1:6; Numbers 23:19; Isaiah 40:3; 55:10,11; Ezekiel 12:25; 17:24; 22:14; 24:14; 36:36; 37:14; Luke 3:5; 2 Corinthians 1:20

God Himself challenged this mountain – “who art thou, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel” (Zechariah 4:7).

The character and makeup of mountains differ. A mountain of paper will crumble to ashes in the face of fire. A mountain of wax will melt in the heat of the sun. A mountain of soil or clay is easy to move. A mountain of hard rock is more difficult to move. The harder the rock, the more difficult the job. However God declared with a ringing certainty that mountain notwithstanding its greatness “SHALL BECOME A PLAIN” (Zechariah 4:7). This is an unmistakable declaration that no matter how high, large, rooted and imposing this mountain might be, it will be levelled!

When God declares something, it will always come pass (Numbers 23:19; Isaiah 55:10,11; Ezekiel 12:25; 17:24).

