IMPORTUNITY: THE WINNING EDGE IN PRAYER

Luke 18:1-8

The parable that is our main concern in this study can be looked at from different perspectives. Some have termed it the parable of the unjust judge yet others have called it the parable of the importunate widow. The two are correct but the widow and her importunity are central to the heart of the parable.

Some similarities exist between the parable and the christian life but we cannot parallel every detail. The christian can be likened to the importunate widow but God cannot be likened to the churlish judge. The result the widow obtained through her importunity will be what the christian will get through importunate prayer.

The main point of the parable is to encourage and emphasise the necessity of importunity in prayer. We ought always to pray and not to faint (quit, loose heart, become discouraged etc.) (Luke 18:1).

INJUSTICE IN SOCIETY Luke 18:3,4

Deuteronomy 24:14-17; Psalm 82:2; Proverbs 29:27; 31:4,5; Ecclesiastes 3:16; 5:8; Luke 16:10; Genesis 39:20; 40:15; 1 Samuel 8:3; 1 Kings 21:13; Isaiah 59:14; Acts 23:2; 24:27; Malachi 3:5; James 5:4; Ezekiel 22:29.

In the paternalistic, male-dominated society of ancient times, women had no voice and a widow was all the more defenceless and vulnerable. Widows were usually classed with the poor, orphans, strangers, etc.

This defenceless widow was being oppressed by an individual. It was essentially injustice in society. Contemporary society is still full of injustice – unfair wages for workers, unpaid salaries, oppressing foreigners wrongfully, exploitation of the weak and defenceless etc. (Malachi 3:5; James 5:4; Ezekiel 22:29).

Injustice in society is as old as the world. Cain’s injustice and cruelty to Abel is still on record. There is nothing new under the sun. If anything is new to us, it will be because we are new under the sun (Ecclesiastes 1:9,10).

IMPORTANCE OF SUPPLICATION Luke 18:3

Matthew 7:7-11; 26:41; John 16:24; James 5:13; Psalm 91:15; Genesis 32:26; Luke 22:44; Acts 12:5; 1 Samuel 1:27; 7:9,10; 1 Kings 9:3; 2 Kings 18:37,38; 19:19,20; 2 Chronicles 18:31.

This defenceless widow could do nothing about her situation as she had no power and no influence. However she knew a person that had power, authority and influence – a judge in the city where she lived. She went to the judge for legal redress concerning her situation. She said, “Avenge me of mine adversary”. This is essentially a request, a plea, and a sort of prayer.

We may also be in situations we have no power to change, in problems we have no power to solve, in captivity that seem to be permanent but we can pray. We have a God who has power to change situations, who is able to set the captives free, who has solutions for all problems and who is ever ready to hear our prayers. This is why prayer is important and necessary. It is the way to freedom and victory. It is the way to change what we cannot change by ourselves, to obtain what seems impossible by self-effort. “Is any among you afflicted? Let him pray” is the injunction of the scriptures.

INDIFFERENCE OF THE SELFISH Luke 18:2-5

Genesis 4:9; Luke 10:25-32; 18:39; James 2:16; Proverbs 11:26; 24:11; Isaiah 5:8; Ezekiel 34:18; Judges 5:23; Matthew 25:43; 1 Samuel 25:11.

The city judge in this parable could not be bothered with the widow’s dilemma and oppression. Although he had power to do something about it, the widow’s plea fell on deaf ears. He was godless, ruthless, had no regard for people and utterly selfish. He considered this widow’s plea for help as trouble (verse 5).

Here we have a major difference. We have a God who listens, cares, who wants to avenge us of our adversary (verses 6-8). God never considers our requests as burdens and troubles. God’s response is quick (“speedily”). This should drive us to pray more. We have not because we ask not (James 4:2). If we ask, God will answer. If we pray, God will respond (Luke 11:1-13; Matthew 7:7-11; Jeremiah 33:3; 29:12,13; 1 John 5:14,15).
IMPORTUNITY OF THE SAINT Luke 18:5-8

Genesis 18:18-32; 32:26; Deuteronomy 9:18; 1 Kings 18:1,41-46; Matthew 15:21-28; Acts 12:5; James 5:16,17; Luke 11:1-13.

Despite the indifference of the unjust judge, the widow kept on coming back to reinforce her request. Her importunity (“continual coming”) broke down the indifference and reluctance of the unjust judge. He decided to respond to the widow’s request for the sake of having some peace and quiet (verse 5).

God is ever willing. Our importunity is not to break down God’s reluctance for He has none but rather to take hold of His promises. If this widow can obtain her heart’s desire from an uncaring, indifferent, selfish judge through importunity, how glorious will be the result if we approach a caring, willing, selfless God through importunate prayer? Pray, don’t faint. Intercede, don’t quit. Supplicate, don’t loose heart.

God is listening to your daily cries and tears in the night. Though it may seem He has borne long with you, your answer is on the way. He will respond speedily.

INQUIRY OF THE SAVIOUR Luke 18:8

Isaiah 59:16; 64:7; 43:22; Ezekiel 22:30; Daniel 9:13; Zephaniah 1:6; Galatians 6:9; Judges 8:1-5.

Yes we have a willing God who is ready to answer but will we have believers who are taking hold of God through importunate prayer? The inquiry of the Lord is somewhat embarrassing: “Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall He find faith in the earth?” Will He find those who are still persevering? Will we not have fainted and given up? Will you not have lost heart, hope and faith? Will He find you praying? Will He find you believing Him for your miracle? Will He find us a praying, believing church? Or will we have settled for carnal alternatives?

