FREEDOM FROM PARENTAL CURSES I

Parents occupy a prime position in our lives and their words hold sway. When they bless like Jacob blessed Judah and Joseph (Genesis 49:8-12,22-26), the effects can be far-reaching and long lasting. On the contrary, when they curse like Jacob cursed Reuben, Simeon and Levi, generations yet unborn can suffer untold hardship as a result.

Many people operate under parental curses unknowingly. Their troubles are essentially homegrown. They strive for the masteries but never excel, they work hard but never prosper, they gather only for it to be scattered, they face rejection and ridicule every where they go and things happen in their lives they cannot explain.

Irrespective of how the parental curse(s) came into a person’s life, there is freedom in Christ for those who are willing to follow God’s blueprint to freedom.

REALITY OF PARENTAL CURSES

Genesis 9:20-27; 49:3-7; 27:12,13; 1 Chronicles 5:1,2; 4:9,10; 1 Samuel 4:19-22; Judges 17:1-3; Proverbs 28:27,24.

A close study of the scriptures cannot but reveal the reality of parental curses. Parents occupy an important position in our lives and their words whether positive or negative carry a lot of weight for God has placed them in positions of authority.

Noah cursed Canaan and the history of the descendants of Canaan is a testimony to the reality and the potency of the curse.

Jacob cursed Reuben and he never excelled as pronounced. He lost his prestigious, important position as the firstborn together with all the privileges of the birthright. This was passed on to Joseph (Genesis 49:4; 1 Chronicles 5:1,2). Throughout the history of Israel, Reuben as a tribe was inferior in position and power. The tribe never excelled.

Jacob cursed Simeon and Levi promising to divide them in Jacob and scatter them in Israel (Genesis 49:5-7). This curse was fulfilled in that Simeon as the smallest tribe, was not given a separate portion of land for an inheritance but was allocated a part of that of Judah (Joshua 15:1-63; 19:1; 21:9; 1 Chronicles 4:23-43). Levi on the other hand had no inheritance at all in Israel but was given scattered cities among the other tribes (Joshua 13:33; 21:1-45).

Even today, the reality of parental curses is evident in many people’s lives whether they are aware of it or not. 

ROOTS OF PARENTAL CURSES

Proverbs 26:2; Genesis 9:20-27; 49:4-7; 27:12,13; Judges 17:1-3; 1 Chronicles 5:1,2; 4:9,10; Hosea 8:7; 10:13; Galatians 6:7,8.

Whatever curse(s) might be operating in anybody’s life, there is a definite cause for the scripture declares that “As the bird by wandering, as the swallow by flying, SO THE CURSE CAUSELESS SHALL NOT COME” (Proverbs 26:2).

What then are the root causes of parental curses operating in people’s lives?

(1) Beholding parental nakedness and bringing shame on ones parents (Genesis 9:20-27).

(2) Defiling parental matrimonial bed in all forms and shapes (Genesis 49:3,4).

(3) Bringing undue stress and insecurity on ones parents as a result of hooliganism, rascality, personal wickedness and callousness (Genesis 49:5-7)

(4) Lying to and deceiving ones parents (Genesis 27:12,13).

(5) Misappropriating and stealing of parental funds and property (Judges 17:1-3; Proverbs 28:24).

(6) Excruciating and bitter parental circumstances (1 Chronicles 4:9,10; 1 Samuel 4:19-22).

(7) Rudeness to and disregard of parents (Exodus 20:12; 21:17; Leviticus 20:9; Proverbs 20:20; 30:11,17; Matthew 15:4-6; Mark 7:10-13; Hosea 10:13; 8:7; Galatians 6:7,8).

(8) Neglect of and callousness to parents when in position to help (Proverbs 11:26; 28:27).

REPENTANCE OF PERVERTED CONDUCT

Galatians 5:19-22; 1 Corinthians 6:9,10; 2 Corinthians 5:15-17; 6:14-18; Romans 5:6-8; 1 Thessalonians 1:9; 1 John 1:7-9; 1 Peter 2:9,10,24,25.

The first step on the road to freedom from parental curses is repentance and faith in Christ. We can only be free as the Son of God sets us free and He has no obligation to set us free unless we belong to Him by redemption (John 8:32,36; Colossians 1:12,13).

This repentance is two-fold: (1) There is the general repentance of being a sinner guilty before God and meriting divine punishment notwithstanding whether there is a curse or not. We have gone astray from God and are lost in sin and trespasses. Repentance is turning away from sins and returning to the bishop of our souls (Galatians 5:19-22; 1 Corinthians 6:9,10; 2 Corinthians 5:15-17; 6:14-18; Romans 5:6-8; 1 Thessalonians 1:9; 1 John 1:7-9; 1 Peter 2:9,10,24,25). (2) There is the specific repentance of what we have ignorantly or deliberately done to our parents that has led to them pronouncing curses upon us (Luke 18:13; Psalm 32:5; 51:1-4; Proverbs 28:13).

PRAYER POINTS

(1) Confess all sins that have given your parents the legal right to curse you (Proverbs 26:2).

(2) Repent and ask God for forgiveness and cleansing.

(3) I revoke every parental curse operating in my life in the name of Jesus.

(4) I take authority over every parental curse operating in my life and command all of them to be broken in the mighty name of Jesus.

(5) I command all evil spirits associated with any parental curse to leave me now in the name of Jesus

