CURSES: CAUSES, CONSEQUENCES AND CURE II

Disobedience to God’s word invites God’s curse (Deuteronomy 28:15,45-48). However the two most deadly sins that invite God’s curse on a person and also start generational curses are the sins of idolatry and prostitution. Infact both are linked in the scriptures: “Because of the multitude of the whoredoms of the wellfavoured harlot, the mistress of witchcrafts, that selleth nations through her whoredoms and families through her witchcrafts” (Nahum 3:4). Every form of involvement in idolatry (Ifa olokun, Orunmila, Yemoja, Ogun, Osun, Sango, Osanyin, Lukuluku, Amadioha, Larteh Bosom, Antoa Nsuo Nyama, Maenbe, etc.) and occultism (sorcery, witchcraft, consulting oracle, mediums, witch doctors, divination and fortune telling, consulting the dead, invoking ancestral spirits, star gazing and horoscopes, palm reading, tarot cards, talisman, hypnosis, ogboni fraternity, freemason, lodge, Igbe, Shomorikah, etc.) invites God’s curse up to the fourth generation (Exodus 20:1-5; Deuteronomy 27:15; Psalm 16:4). Buying and selling human beings is not a new practice. However, those buying and selling people (especially girls and women) and those prostituting them and prostituting themselves are CURSED by God. Every “madam” and the supporting puree boy (local designations in Italy) is CURSED by God (Joel 3:3; Amos 2:6,7; 8:6,10; Ezekiel 27:13; Revelation 18:11-13). The end of every madam and every prostitute that refuses to repent will be like that of the two Jezebels in the Bible (2 Kings 9:22,30-37; Revelation 2:20-23).

RAVAGES OF DIVINE CURSE

Deuteronomy 28:15-68; 27:14-26; 18:10-13; Psalm 16:4; Zechariah 5:1-4; Haggai 1:6,9-11; 2:16,17; Malachi 3:8,9; Exodus 21:17; Leviticus 20:9; Proverbs 20:20; Revelation 2:20-23; Genesis 20:17,18; Amos 7:12-17.

The consequences and ravages of divine curse will be evident in every department of a person’s life. A few passages are general and only leave it as a curse, however Deuteronomy 28 goes into details and specifics as to how the curse operates. The consequences will follow the person EVERYWHERE (Deuteronomy 28:16), operate EVERYTIME (Deuteronomy 28:19), and affect EVERY THING (Deuteronomy 28:20,25,30,41,48).

We have already identified eleven broad causes and reasons for divine curses. The consequences range from multiplied sorrows (Psalm 16:4) to destructive captivity (Deuteronomy 28:68). In between these are an innumerable company of afflictions, oppressions, sicknesses, financial hardships, social deprivations, psychological disturbances, mental unrest, biological malfunctionings, etc. They come in every shape, size and colour and they are uniquely packaged for eveybody, at everytime and in everyplace.

Are you suffering from the ravages of divine curse? In concrete terms, we can identify the following as consequences of divine curse:

(1) Inability to enjoy the fruit of your labour (Deuteronomy 28:30,31,33).

(2) Impossibility of enjoying the companionship and blessings of family life. There will be complete breakdown of marriage and family alienation (Deuteronomy 28:30,32,41).

(3) Severe oppression, crushing affliction and constant sorrow (Deuteronomy 28:33,34; Psalm 16:4).

(4) All kinds of sicknesses (repeated, recurrent, chronic) that bring weakness, frustration, perpetual pains and are a drain on financial resources (Deuteronomy 28:21,22,27,28,35,59-61).

(5) Divine abandonment to shame and reproach (Deuteronomy 28:36,37; Proverbs 1:24-33).

(6) Lack of prosperity in ALL that one does (Deuteronomy 28:38-40,42).

(7) Subjection under other people and perpetual slavery (Deuteronomy 28:43,44,48).

(8) Abject poverty, perpetual want and continual financial insufficiency (Deuteronomy 28:17,29,47,48; Zechariah 5:1-4; Haggai 1:6,9-11; 2:16,17; Malachi 3:8,9).

(9) Divine punishment and continual judgement (Deuteronomy 28:63,64; Psalm 7:11; 9:17; 34:16,21).

(10) Lack of peace and rest, continual trouble, turbulence and confusion, mental and emotional breakdown (Deuteronomy 28:20,28,34,65-67).

(11) Untimely and unnatural deaths, suicides and unexplainable accidents in the family (Deuteronomy 28:29; Exodus 21:17; Leviticus 20:9; Proverbs 20:20; Revelation 2:20-23).

(12) Barrenness, a tendency to miscarry and related female problems in the family (Deuteronomy 28:18; Genesis 20:17,18; Amos 7:12-17).

(13) Ultimate bondage and captivity, sold to the enemy at no price at all (Deuteronomy 28:68; Isaiah 52:3).

A diligent reader of the Bible can illustrate the above consequences in the life of backslidden Israel at various points in their national history. One such event will suffice to drive home the point: compare Deuteronomy 28:49-57 with 2 Kings 6:24-31.

REMOVAL OF DIVINE CURSE

Deuteronomy 28:1-3; Haggai 1:5,7,12,13; 2:19; Job 11:13-20; Job 42:10; Psalm 126:1-4; Joel 2:12-27; Malachi 3:10-12; Deuteronomy 28:1-13; Psalm 34:7,15,17-22; 103:1-6; 105:24; 97:10; Zechariah 10:9-12; Jeremiah 31:11; 50:33,34; Isaiah 54:13-17; Romans 8:31,37; 2 Corinthians 9:8.

In the final analysis, divine curse results because of disobedience to God’s word in one area or the other – worshipping idols, disrespecting parents, oppressing the weak, sexual perversion, murder, failure to pay tithes, neglect of God’s house and service, unfaithfulness in God’s service, persecuting God’s people, hostility to God’s word and the gospel (Deuteronomy 28:15-68; 27:14-26).

Similarly God’s blessings flow into our lives as a result of practical, enduring obedience and this has the possibility of affecting generations yet unborn just as in the case of curses (Deuteronomy 28:1-13). Just as curses can be generational and inherited, so also can blessings (Exodus 20:1-5; Jeremiah 35:18,19; Psalm 106:30,31; 103:17; Numbers 25:6-13). The best legacy that you can leave your children is the continual blessings of God upon them as a result of you obeying and serving God!

How then can the divine curse together with all the ravages be removed?

(1) Consider your ways and genuinely repent of your sins (Haggai 1:5,7,12,13; Job 11:13-20).

(2) Invite Christ into your life and make a covenant with God to serve Him TRULY from now on (Acts 3:26; Galatians 3:13,14; Ephesians 1:3).

(3) Ask the Lord to turn your captivity like He turned that of Job and Israel (Job 42:10; Psalm 126:1-4; Joel 2:12-27).

(4) Pray specifically for God’s blessings upon your life (Malachi 3:10-12; Deuteronomy 26:12-15; 30:1,15,19; Psalm 118:17).

(5) Pastoral blessings and benediction (Numbers 6:22-27; Ezekiel 44:30; Psalm 129:8; Isaiah 3:10).

(6) Practical obedience from today will automatically lead to God’s blessings (Haggai 1:12,13; 2:19; Malachi 3:10-12; Deuteronomy 28:1-13; Psalm 34:7,15,17-22; 103:1-6; 105:24; 97:10; Zechariah 10:9-12; Jeremiah 31:11; 50:33,34; Isaiah 54:13-17; Romans 8:31,37; 2 Corinthians 9:8).

