COMPLETE ARMOUR FOR TOTAL VICTORY

Ephesians 6:10-18

The armour of God is the apostle Paul’s figurative expression of the believer’s spiritual defence and offence against the devil. In the physical, it is the description of the equipment of the most heavily armed Roman infantry legions of his day.

In the spiritual battle against the devil and his host, nothing short of a complete armour will secure the victory for us. Though different parts of the armour serve different purposes, we cannot pick and choose which ones we like and which ones we don’t like. Every part of the armour must be worn for effective warfare.

It is important to know that the armour is the “whole armour of God” (Ephesians 6:11,13). Indeed the weapons of our warfare are not carnal and physical but mighty through God (2 Corinthians 10:3-5). The only way we can have enough strength, stamina and power to fight the devil and his host and win is for us to “be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might” (Ephesians 6:10; 1 Corinthians 16:13; 2 Timothy 2:1).

DEFINITE REALITY OF THE DEVIL’S ATTACK Ephesians 6:10-13,16

1 Peter 5:8,9; Job 1:6-12; 2:1-7; 1 Samuel 17:4-11,16,23-26; John 10:10; 2 Corinthians 2:11; Hosea 4:6; Psalm 91:3; 124:7; 11:2; 64:3-7; Proverbs 6:5; Ephesians 6:16; 4:27; Genesis 3:1-24; Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13; 2 Samuel 13:1-16,28-33; Revelation 12:10; 1 John 3:19-21; James 4:7.

Nobody can live long enough without experiencing the reality of the devil’s attack. It is not just an imagined activity, it is real and concrete phenomenon. The devil is not just an invented character in stupid people’s mind, he is a real spiritual being and his attacks are for real.

The devil employs many methods in his spiritual attack against men in general and the believers in particular.

(1) Sometimes he goes about like a roaring lion (intimidating and paralysing with his empty roars) seeking whom he may devour like Job (1 Peter 5:8,9; Job 1:6-12; 2:1-7). The devil resembles Goliath in his methods of using intimidating words (1 Samuel 17:4-11,16,23-26).

(2) He can come around like a practised thief (unannounced, armed) to steal what is precious to us (salvation, peace, health etc.) and to kill and to destroy (John 10:10).

(3) At other times he is like a hunter who sets traps for the ignorant and the unwary (2 Corinthians 2:11; Hosea 4:6; Psalm 91:3; 124:7; Proverbs 6:5).

(4) Another of his wiles is the fiery darts he throws at us like a soldier against a foe or a hunter in search of a prey (Ephesians 6:16; Psalm 11:2; 64:3-7).

(5) He can bring subtle but strong temptation that will ultimately lead to one’s destruction and doom (Genesis 3:1-24; Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13; 2 Samuel 13:1-16,28-33).

(6) He can bring incessant accusation and condemnation. He can assault the mind with words of doubt and defeat in order to break down our resistance (Revelation 12:10; 1 John 3:19-21). Don’t give him a place (Ephesians 4:27). If you give the devil an inch, he will go a mile. Resist him steadfastly in the faith (James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:9).

DYNAMIC RESOURCES OF THE DIVINE ARMOUR Ephesians 6:14-17

Ephesians 6:14-17; 2:1-19; 3:6,12,20; 4:3,15-25; 5:3-13; 2 Samuel 20:6; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; 1 Thessalonians 5:8; Isaiah 59:17; 52:7; 54:14-17; 38:1-8; Romans 10:15; 1 Peter 1:13; Proverbs 28:1; 18:10; Psalm 119:67; 107:17.

God is more than a match for the devil. Christ defeated him on the cross and made an open show of him triumphing over him in public (Colossians 2:15). However God has put His armour at our disposal and this will guarantee victory every time if worn and used correctly with all the necessary precautions.

The parts of the divine armour are as follows:

(1) The belt of truth (Ephesians 6:14).

The girdle or the belt served two different purposes. It gathered the clothing together for a smart and free appearance. It also serves to hold the weapons of warfare (2 Samuel 20:8). Openness, integrity, honesty and a clear conscience bind christians together (Ephesians 4:15,25). Satan is a liar and the father of lies (John 8:44). We can only defeat him if our lives are controlled by God’s truth. Lying will bring defeat for it makes us not to be qualified to use the truth in our battle against the enemy.

(2) The breastplate of righteousness (Ephesians 6:14).

Morality and purity must mark every aspect of the believer’s life (Ephesians 4:17-24; 5:3-13). The righteous will be bold as a lion (Proverbs 28:1; Isaiah 38:1-8). Sin will make us to be vulnerable to the attacks of the devil but righteousness will fortify against his wiles (Psalm 119:67; 107:17; Isaiah 54:14-17; Proverbs 18:10).

(3) The sandals of the gospel of peace (Ephesians 6:15).

Unity and harmonious relationships must be maintained (Ephesians 2:13-19; 4:3). Peace with God is one of the best ways of securing His help, favour and protection (Romans 5:1; 8:31). The gospel of peace is the gospel of liberty, freedom and deliverance (Isaiah 61:1-3; Luke 4:16-21). Publish this gospel and let the peace of God flow into the lives of the oppressed (Psalm 68:11; Isaiah 52:7; Romans 10:15; 2 Kings 7:9-11).

(4) The shield of faith (Ephesians 6:16).

Confidence and hope should be placed in God (Ephesians 3:12,20). The shield of faith is used to quench the fiery darts of the devil. Individual and corporate shield are important. We are together in battle against a common foe. The shields of the Roman soldiers were made in such a way that they could interlock and the entire army can match like a solid wall against the enemy.

(5) The helmet of salvation (Ephesians 6:17).

Salvation assures us of belonging to God and marks our identity as members of the body of Christ (Ephesians 2:1-10; 3:6). It ensures that we have divine backing and will not become casualties in spiritual warfare.

(6) The sword of the Spirit (Ephesians 6:17).

The first five parts of the armour constitute defensive parts for protection and the last one is the offensive part of the armour. It pierces and does damage to the enemy. It is living and powerful (Hebrews 4:12).

The first five parts of the armour have been discussed in previous passages in the epistle: the belt of truth (Ephesians 6:14; 4:15,25); the breastplate of righteousness (Ephesians 6:14; 4:17-24; 5:3-13); the sandals of the gospel of peace (Ephesians 6:15; 2:13-19; 4:3);  the shield of faith (Ephesians 6:16; 3:12,20);  the helmet of salvation (Ephesians 6:17; 2:1-10; 3:6).  It was only the sixth, the sword of the Spirit (Ephesians 6:17) which has not been discussed previously in the epistle and so the apostle goes ahead to define it.

DISTINCTIVE RESULTS WITH DIVINE ADDITIONS Ephesians 6:11,13,16,18

Ephesians 6:11,13,16,18; Exodus 17:8-16; 1 Peter 5:8,9; Judges 7:4-7; Mark 13:33; Luke 21:36; Hebrews 13:17; 1 Corinthians 16:13; 2 Timothy 2:1.

Prayer and watchfulness were two additions to crown the essential tools for spiritual warfare. They essentially help us towards the effective appropriation of the power of God and the profitable use of the armour for victorious warfare.

It should be noted that prayer is not listed as part of the armour, however it is used to make the application of the armour effective. It is in addition to the armour and essential in spiritual warfare. It took Joshua wielding the sword in the valley and Moses praying on the mountain top to bring victory for Israel against the Amalekites (Exodus 17:8-16). Prayer gives us the power for victory in spiritual warfare. It gives us the strength, power and energy with which to effectively wield the sword of the Spirit so as to damage to the works of the devil.

A sleeping sentry is a useless guard. Unless we are watchful and are at alert, it is useless putting on the whole armour of God. Watchfulness and vigilance are essential qualities and requirement if we ever hope to win all spiritual battles that come our way (Ephesians 6:18; 1 Peter 5:8,9; Judges 7:4-7; Mark 13:33; Luke 21:36; Hebrews 13:17; 1 Corinthians 16:13; 2 Timothy 2:1).

If we join prayer and watchfulness with the whole armour of God, we will definitely get distinctive and glorious results. We will be able to stand against all the wiles of the devil, withstand the adversary in the evil day and  quench his fiery darts (Ephesians 6:11,13,16). 

