CHANGING DESTINY THROUGH PREVAILING PRAYER II

1 Chronicles 4:9,10

We don’t have to settle for anything less than God’s plan and God’s best for our lives. Even if things have gone out of course, we can re-orient it to come back to the track of God’s choosing.

Even if men or the devil have mapped out a certain destiny for us, we can change it through prevailing prayer. In the place of the shackling destiny we can install God’s liberating destiny through prayer. In place of constant grieve and sorrow, we can have the ever present joy of the Lord which is indeed our strength. In place of perpetual lack and insufficiency, we can have all our needs met by God'’ ever abundant supply. Change your life through prayer. Alter your destiny through prayer. Design a better life through prayer. Come into God'’ liberty and provision through prevailing prayer. Do a Jabez-prayer and be free for life.

PROBLEMS AND SORROW 

1 Chronicles 4:9,10; Job 14:1,2; 5:7; Ecclesiastes 2:22,23; Jeremiah 8:15; Matthew 8:6; 15:22; Mark 5:1-43; Acts 10:38; 1 John 3:8; Genesis 26:1-3; 47:8,9.

The life of Jabez was marked by sorrow even from birth. Evil dogged his steps, poverty hedged him in and he had no experience of liberty and freedom. The circumstances of his life brought grieve and sorrow. It was as if he was destined to live an unfulfilling, shackled life.

Is your life a bundle of problems? Is your heart overflowing with sorrow? Does it seem as if life has not been fair to you? Do you ever feel as if all your efforts only lead you from the frying pan to the fire? Have you given up hope of a new lease of life thinking that you are destined to be like this? Maybe your life is a mirror image of Jabez’s life but God is still on the throne and your supposed destiny can be changed.

PROMISES FOR THE SUFFERING

Psalm 50:15; 34:19; 41:1-3; 27:1-14; 91:15; 107:6,19,28; 108:13; 60:12; 116:6; Proverbs 11:8; 12:13; James 5:13-15; Isaiah 43:2; 65:24; Jeremiah 29:11-14; Joel 2:32; Jonah 2:1,2,10.

The troubled, suffering and sorrowing are commanded to pray (James 5:13-15) and they can pray with confidence because God has decided that He will respond to their cry for help (Psalm 50:15; 91:15).

What God has done for others in the past is an indication of what He can do for us because He is not partial. Others cried to Him in their distress and He delivered them out of their oppression (Psalm 107:6,19,28; Jonah 2:1,2,10).

The full revelation of the scriptures is that God always delivers the righteous out of all their troubles (Psalm 34:19; 41:1-3; Isaiah 43:2; Proverbs 11:8; 12:13). God’s promises should spur us to pray.

PRAYER AND SUPPLICATION

1 Chronicles 4:9,10; James 5:13-15; Psalm 91:15; 50:15; Genesis 32:3-32; Esther 4:16-8:17; Hebrews 4:16; Mark 10:27; Matthew 19:26; Luke 1:37.

Jabez did not resign himself to self-pity and weeping, he approached God in prayer. Are you afflicted? Pray (James 5:13). Are you sick? Then pray for prayer will bring healing (James 5:14,15). Lay hold of the promises of God. He has promised to deliver out of trouble (Psalm 91:15). He has asked us to pray unto Him in time of trouble (Psalm 50:15).

Prevailing prayer can change our destiny. It did that of Jabez (1 Chronicles 4:9,10). It did that of Jacob (Genesis 32:3-32). It did that of Israel (Esther 4:16-8:17). No condition can ever be permanent for with God nothing shall be impossible to change. The mountain will move through the bulldozing impact of prevailing prayer (Mark 10:27; Matthew 19:26; Luke 1:37). Pray with confidence (Psalm 86:7; Hebrews 4:16).

PROVISION AND SUPPLY 

1 Chronicles 4:10; Matthew 7:7-11; Luke 11:9,10; James 4:2,3; 1 John 3:22; 5:14,15;  Philippians 4:19; Jeremiah 33:3; Psalm 81:7; 145:14-16.

Jabez was very specific in his prayer. His focus was not on his problems but on God’s omnipotence. His attention and vision was not on his sorrow and troubles but on God’s supply of his needs. His prayer was not one of negative complaints but of positive requests: (a) Blessing; (b) Enlarged coast; (c) Divine presence; (d) Preservation from evil and its grieve.

The glorious end of Jabez’s prayer is this: “And God granted him that which he requested”. What you get is what you ask for. The limit of what you receive is determined by the limit of your request. Ask and receive. Seek and find. Knock and let the door swing open. EVERYONE that asks receives … (Matthew 7:7-11; Luke 11:9,10; James 4:2,3; 1 John 3:22; 5:14,15). God will supply ALL your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:19).

