APPOINTMENT OF CHURCH LEADERSHIP

Acts 13:1-5; 14:23

The contemporary church is laden with weak leadership because the choice of such leaders has not followed the scriptural pattern. Much of today’s leadership choice is based on carnal qualifications.

Appointment of elders in the early church was serious business that even demanded praying as well as fasting. What was the purpose of such fasting? Three such reasons are clearly evident: They fasted so that they will be rightly led in their choice, for enabling grace and anointing for those they were appointing and lastly so that God will ultimately be glorified, the church edified and enlarged through the appointment.

What a glorious day it will be when the contemporary church rediscovers this secret of fasting as part of the selection process for new leaders. Mistakes will be less (reduced), the appointed will be better equipped and start their leadership role on a more serious note and spiritual platform and there will be less of dishonour to God through the lives of “carnal” leaders.

DIVINE GUIDANCE FOR THE APPOINTING

Acts 13:1-5; 14:23; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Samuel 16:1-23; 2 Corinthians 2:16; 3:5,6; John 15:5; 16:13; Isaiah 42:19,20; 56:10,11; 58:11; Psalm 25:9; 31:3; 32:8; 73:24; 
Appointing elders or leaders in the local church is not an easy task for the person whose job it is to do the appointing (Titus 1:5-9).

Except the Lord opens our eyes and gives us spiritual perception and discernment, we can easily be deceived.

Samuel the great prophet almost anointed the wrong person to the kingship and that SEVEN times! (1 Samuel 16:1-23). God looks beyond the outward appearance, skill, talent, etc. into the disposition of the heart. God does not see the way we see. The person that we can easily pass as qualifying may be disqualified by God. If God grants us His guidance in this matter of choosing labourers for the vineyard, workers and elders in the local church, we will not make mistakes.

Consecration fast before embarking on such a venture is definitely helpful as the instances in the Acts of the apostles show. We need to pray for those appointing that through God’s guidance, they will not make the mistake of ordaining hirelings instead of shepherds, commissioning wolves in sheep’s clothing to look after the Lord’s flock, ordain a “Simon the sorcerer” whose heart is not right as the assistant pastor in Samaria because of the false zeal and shallow conversion exhibited (Acts 8:9-23), to ordain Jezebel as the leader of the intercessors (Revelation 2:20-23) and those who hold false doctrines as teaching elders (Revelation 2:14-23).

DIVINE GRACE FOR THE APPOINTED

2 Corinthians 2:16; 3:5,6; 6:1; 8:1; 9:8,14; 12:9; 1 Corinthians 15:10; 1:4; Galatians 2:9,21; Ephesians 4:7; Philippians 1:7
In the service of the Lord, the question can always be asked “and who is sufficient for these things?” (2 Corinthians 2:16; 3:5,6). The answer is obvious: NONE!

Stepping into spiritual leadership is not something to be contemplated lightly. There is always the feeling of inadequacy, weakness, lack of experience, absence of strength, power and anointing and a kind of gnawing emptiness in the face of a great task.

However, God’s grace can be sufficient in our weakness (1 Corinthians 15:10; 1:4; 2 Corinthians 6:1; 8:1; 9:8,14; 12:9; Galatians 2:9,21; Ephesians 4:7; Philippians 1:7).

Fasting can serve as a basis of requesting that divine grace be poured upon those that are being appointed. Without God’s presence and grace, we can do nothing (John 15:5; 1:16; 3:27). However we can truly do all things (e.g. discharge our leadership responsibilities) through Christ who strengthens us (Philippians 4:13).

DIVINE GLORY IN THE APPOINTMENT

Acts 6:1-8; 1 Samuel 2:1-36; 8:1-5; 2:30; 15:10,11,35; 16:1; 2 Thessalonians 3:1; Matthew 5:16; 1 Peter 2:12.
The ultimate purpose of appointing leaders in the church is so that Christ will be exalted and the kingdom will be extended.

The fasting and praying should be to the intent that God will be glorified through the appointment. The choice of the business elders (deacons) in the early church brought glory to God, cessation of all murmurings, extension and enlargement of the kingdom (Acts 6:1-8). The appointments of the sons of Eli, the sons of Samuel, Saul etc. did not bring glory to God (1 Samuel 2:1-36; 8:1-5; 16:1,2). The appointments rather brought regret to God (1 Samuel 2:30; 15:10,11,35; 16:1).

If God is not glorified, the time and effort spent in the selection process are all wasted.

