THE SECURITY OF THE GODLY

Numbers 23:17-27

Many believers live in unfounded fear always anticipating what the devil might do. This fear and anticipation of evil eventually materialises thereby reinforcing the validity of the fear in the first place (Job 3:25). Many are ignorant that they are snared by the words of their mouths (Proverbs 6:2).

God has not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, love and a sound mind (2 Timothy 1:7). There is no basis for the fear of the devil. Of course the facts about him (the devil) are true -- (a) he is powerful but greater is He that lives within us (1 John 4:4). (b) he is always roaring about seeking whom he can devour but we dwell in the secret place of the Most High and abide under the shadow and strong tower of the Almighty (1 Peter 5:8,9; Psalm 91:1-3; Proverbs 18:10).

The enemy and his agents know that the godly are secure in the Rock of their salvation. However they try to play down the reality of this security, prevent us from full knowledge of our place, position, privilege and power in Christ. Whatever might have been your understanding of the believer's position, it will be well to know afresh that “SURELY there is no enchantment against Jacob, neither is there any divination against Israel”.
CONSTANCY OF THE ETERNAL Numbers 23:19,22

Malachi 3:6; Hebrews 6:18; 13:5,6; Exodus 3:9,10; Romans 3:4; Deuteronomy 7:9; 1 Kings 8:56; Psalm 36:5; 89:1; 105:8; 111:7; 1 Corinthians 1:9; 1 Peter 4:19; Ezekiel 12:25; Matthew 5:18.

Balak was Israel's archenemy. He hired Balaam as an agent to curse the children of Israel. Following another sacrifice in preparation for his enchantment, Balak asked Balaam “What hath the Lord spoken?” What a question! God will always speak good of His own people, He will always bless and shield them and confound the enemies before them.

Balaam took up a parable to declare to Balak what God has spoken. Balaam declared the constancy and faithfulness of God. (a) God is not a man and cannot lie like man. He says what He means and He means what He says. (b) God does not act arbitrarily like man who can change his mind when under pressure or when he cannot make good his promise or when it can further his ends. God's promises are yea and amen. He stands behind His word to fulfil it as long as we keep our own part of the covenant. (c) What God says, He will do. He will not allow His word to fall to the ground. (d) He will make good what He has spoken.

He is God, He changes not, therefore the believer cannot be consumed (Malachi 3:6; Hebrews 13:5,6). This constancy and faithfulness of the Lord ought to inspire confidence in us to trust Him more. He promised to deliver the children of Israel from their bondage and He did (cf Numbers 23:22 with Exodus 3:9,10).

CONFESSION OF THE ENCHANTER Numbers 23:20,23,24

Daniel 4:34-37; Proverbs 10:22; Exodus 8:19; Genesis 26:27-31; 31:29,41,42; Joshua 2:9-14; 1 Samuel 24:20-22; 26:25; Nehemiah 6:16.

Balaam was before this time a prophet of God. But in his backslidden and compromising state, he had become a false prophet and an enchanter. He was hired to charm the children of Israel by the spirit of divination and enchantment.

However God who is able to overrule in the affairs of men changed the curse into a blessing. The confession of the enchanter was that he has received commandment to bless, God has already pronounced the people blessed and he is not able to reverse it. The blessings of the Lord makes rich and adds neither sorrow nor any loopholes for the devil to reverse it (Proverbs 10:22).

He emphatically confessed and declared that "Surely there is no enchantment against Jacob, neither is there any divination against Israel". It does not matter who does the enchantment or divination (powerful and knowledgeable like Balaam or rich and highly placed like Balak).

God's dealings with His own, His overshadowing protection, His unceasing preservation, His overflowing grace and unfailing compassion will only make the enemy to exclaim “What hath God wrought!”
The enemy is trying to weaken us but we shall rise up like a great lion. The enemy is working towards our defeat but we will not sit down till victory is won. What a confession!

CONFIDENCE OF THE ELECT Numbers 23:21

Exodus 33:14; Job 19:25-27; Micah 4:9; Matthew 18:20; 28:20; Hebrews 13:5,6; Genesis 28:15; Deuteronomy 20:1; Isaiah 43:2; Psalm 46:1-11.

God is too righteous to behold iniquity. Purity of life is very essential if we desire God’s presence in our lives. Israel was a holy nation as at this time. God couldn't find any sin in their life. He beheld no iniquity in them. He saw no perveseness in Israel. As a result His presence could go with them and therefore given them rest (Exodus 33:14).

Because God was with them, they could confidently shout like a king. Theirs was not an empty noise but one with a solid basis. If we maintain a pure life before the Lord, we can sing and shout like kings. There is a king in us, our Redeemer and Counsellor lives, therefore we can face life with confidence. What a glory! (Micah 4:9; Job 19:25-27).

CONFUSION OF THE ENEMY Numbers 23:25-27

2 Kings 19:28; Job 12:19; Proverbs 21:1; Isaiah 44:25; 54:17; 37:29; Deuteronomy 28:7; Romans 8:31,33.

Following Balaam's divinely inspired parable, Balak was so distraught and confused as to what to do. Firstly he told Balaam not to curse or bless the children of Israel. Then later he pleaded with Balaam to let them shift base to another location and try to curse the children of Israel. Such will be the lot of the devil and his agents in the believer's case. They will come one way but flee away seven ways (confused, confounded, scattered, distabilised) (Deuteronomy 28:7).

No weapon that is fashioned against us shall prosper. Every tongue that riseth up against us shall be condemned (Isaiah 54:17). God Himself turneth the diviners mad and frustrates the tokens of the liars (Isaiah 44:24,25).

