THE GLORY OF HIS PRESENCE

Isaiah 6:1-8

No matter how dark and gloomy a life might be, the glory of God’s presence can brighten it, change its course and set it aglow for God’s glory and the benefit of mankind. An otherwise useful life like that of Isaiah can be made even more useful by experiencing the glory of God’s mighty presence. 

The experience of the glory of God’s presence is what individuals in today’s world need. Every community and nation needs it more than ever before. What a joy, harmony, peace will be experienced in the family if God’s glory can be experienced at the family altar. 

How do we experience this glory of His presence? What are the results of experiencing it? How do we respond to the outcome of the experience? Is such an experience available to today’s church?

PREPARATION FOR A DIVINE ENCOUNTER Isaiah 6:1

1 Samuel 7:3; 2 Chronicles 19:3; 29:15; Luke 1:17; 2 Timothy 2:21; 2 Kings 3:16,17; 4:3,4; 5:10; Isaiah 40:3; Hosea 10:12; 4:12; Joel 2:12,13; John 9:7; 11:39; Revelation 7:13,14.

From the time of Saul, Israel’s first monarch, Israel was ruled and shepherd by a combination of king and prophet. The king administrates and fights the Lord’s battles, the prophet intercedes for and teaches God’s word to the people (1 Samuel 7:3-5; 9:16; 11:11-15; 12:1-25; 18:17; 1 Kings 18:1). 

There is usually necessary an harmonious cooperation between king and prophet for the smooth running of the nation. When this was not the case, chaos results. Saul/Samuel, Ahab/Elijah, Amaziah/Elijah, Jeroboam/Amos were combinations that were contrary to the order of things but David/Nathan was an example of a king/prophet pair that worked together harmoniously (1 Samuel 16:2; 1 Kings 18:17,18; 2 Kings 1:8-17; Amos 7:10-17). 

The prophet depends on the king for the provision of physical amenities, conducive environment and understanding and the prophet pleads the nation’s case before the Lord. The prophet cannot operate effectively without the cooperation of the king (1 Samuel 16:1-5; 1 Kings 22:26-28; 18:13,17,18; Amos 7:10-17; 2 Samuel 12:1-15). 

Uzziah was by and large a good king. Isaiah the prophet must have enjoyed the benefits of that good reign and probably was looking forward to more benefits. However king Uzziah died! (1) Whatever promises that king Uzziah made to Isaiah can no more be fulfilled. This could have been a cause for anxiety. (2) The nature of the next king that will reign can not be definitely assertained. There was equal chance of his being good and helpful or ungodly and persecuting. This could be another cause for anxiety. 

However it was in the same year that king Uzziah died that Isaiah saw the Lord. The presence of king Uzziah on the scene had previously dimmed the vision of the Lord. The death of king Uzziah was the preparation for Isaiah’s divine encounter. What is your “king Uzziah”? Who is that helpful person in your life that you have used to replace God? The day he utterly disappoints you may be the start of divine manifestation in your life. It has been said that “when you have nothing left but God, you will become aware that God is enough”. 

What physical quality or attributes (beauty, handsomeness, good physique, etc.) or educational attainment (degrees, certificates, etc.) or social status/position have you used to replace God in your life? The day that that “king Uzziah” dies, you will begin to experience God in your life. What is your “king Uzziah”?

PERMANENCE OF DIVINE ELEVATION Isaiah 6:1-4

Psalm 21:13; 47:9; 57:11; 99:5; 108:5; 118:28; Isaiah 12:4; 25:1; 33:5; 30:18; Malachi 1:11,14; 1 Timothy 6:15,16; Jude 24,25.

Isaiah’s description of God as sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up and His train filling the temple could suggest a momentary occupation of such a status. However we know that God is permanently, eternally high and lifted up, that His knowledge and glory covers the earth as waters cover the sea (Isaiah 11:9; 57:15; 6:3). However it is our preoccupation with the world -- its noise and din -- that beclouds God’s glory. Our “king Uzziahs” dim the brightness of His majesty. But whether we see Him or not, He is exalted, high and lifted up. Glory to His holy name. A quick comparison with of king Uzziah with the king of Kings will show the foolishness of our dependence on king Uzziah: (1) Uzziah is earthly, the Lord is from heaven (2) Uzziah is mortal, God is immortal (3) Uzziah is finite, God is infinite, He inhabits eternity (4) Uzziah’s resources are limited, God’s resources and riches are limitless and inexhaustible (5) Uzziah’s glory is borrowed, God’s glory is intrinsic in His nature. 

As at the time of the vision (a) Uzziah was dead, God lives forever more (b) The throne on earth was empty, the throne in heaven remains occupied by His majesty. 

Blessed is that man whose God is the Lord! Oh what a joy to belong to Him, trust in Him and live in and for Him. What a beauty to behold the glory of His presence, to hear the angelic cries of holy, holy, holy, to see the posts of the door moving as the atmosphere throbbed with divine power.

PURITY THROUGH A DEFINITE EXPERIENCE Isaiah 6:5-7

Zechariah 3:4; Ezekiel 36:25-27; 1 Corinthians 6:11; Revelation 7:14; 1 Thessalonians 5:23,24; 2 Corinthians 7:1; 1 John 3:3; Ephesians 5:26; Hebrews 13:12; 1 Peter 1:2.

One second in the presence of the Lord will reveal the rottenness of self-righteousness, the shortcomings of our best intentions and efforts, the necessity of heart purity and the desirability of a cleansing from the Lord. 

Isaiah who would have passed as a saintly prophet cried woe is me! His personal integrity even as at this time can be surmised from his denunciation of sin in the nation. His message showed a man already called and set apart (Isaiah 1:4,16-23; 3:16-26; 5:11,22-25). However he needed inward cleansing. We will never see our need for heart purity until we see ourselves in God’s true light. When our eyes see the King, the Lord of hosts, we will cry woe because of our filthiness. Have you seen the Lord? Have you seen a true picture of yourself like Peter? (Luke 5:8). Have you cried to Him for cleansing? 

Isaiah’s cry for help brought help from God’s presence. A live coal from God’s altar coupled with the proclamation of God’s messenger was the solution to his inward depravity. In a moment, he was purged, purified, sanctified. We move from positional/imputed righteousness at salvation to imparted holiness at sanctification. This experience was a crisis, a definite experience for Isaiah. It was not a progressive experience. Of course we can and we must grow in holiness but holiness starts at a point. We do not grow into holiness. It comes in an experience and then we grow and mature in it.

PROCLAMATION OF THE DIVINELY ENABLED Isaiah 6:8

Judges 5:2; 8:25; Nehemiah 11:2; Psalm 110:3; Isaiah 1:19; 1 Thessalonians 2:8; Genesis 28:16; 32:1,2,30; John 4:28,29; Mark 5:18-20.

A holy man should be a mighty weapon in the hand of the Lord. The inhibiting effects of the adamic nature has been done away with, we are now set free, and free indeed. 

Isaiah heard God’s voice and he responded to His call. His proclamation was “Here am I; send me”. 

A sanctified heart can hear God clearly and respond positively to His demand and command. Have you heard His call? Are you responding positively to it? When like Jacob we meet God at Bethel we can shout “Surely the Lord is in this place; I knew it not” or when we meet Him at Peniel, we can exclaim “I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved”. 

If you have seen God, met God, experienced His glorious presence, what is your proclamation like? What is your response to His call?

