THE TOUCH OF FAITH

Mark 5:25-34; Matthew 9:20-22; Luke 8:43-48

There are many ways that faith works. The prayer of faith can bring healing (James 5:14,15), speaking the word of command in faith can bring tremendous solution to a thorny problem (Matthew 8:5-13; Mark 4:35-41). Laying on of hands by faith can bring about a great impartation of blessing (Mark 1:40-42; 2 Timothy 1:6).

However there is also the touch of faith. If you can but touch the helm of Jesus’ garment, you shall be made whole.

There are many kinds of touch. There is the casual touch that just touches Jesus by accident because of mere closeness. There is the carnal touch that wants to let others know that he actually touched Jesus. Many people in the crowd that followed Jesus touched Him with these kinds of casual and carnal touch (Mark 5:30,31).

However only one needy, desperate woman touched Him with the touch of faith. It was a planned touch. It was a purposeful touch.

You too can touch Him today with the touch of faith. Just one touch can change your life forever. The fountain of your sorrows will dry up immediately. The basket of your misery will disappear in an instant. Your night will turn to day.

THE RESOLVE OF FAITH

Mark 5:28; 10:46-52; Matthew 9:20,21; 15:21-28; 17:24-27; Luke 8:43,44; 1 Samuel 17:1-51; Nehemiah 2:17-20

Although this woman has been on the search for healing for twelve long years without any success, she had not thrown faith in God overboard.

Although her case has worsened with every passing day (“was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse” (Mark 5:26)), she was still ready to try the latest cure that has arrived in town.

Although she has spent practically all her wealth (“had spent all that she had” (Mark 5:26)), she was still ready to spend money as well as effort just to get to Jesus, the new doctor in town.

Although she “had suffered many things of many physicians” (Mark 5:26), she was still prepared to try the Great Physician, Jesus, the new specialist in town.

What a resolve and resilience this woman had to her faith! When she heard of Jesus, she resolved to get to Jesus. Her resolve of faith was expressed in words: “If I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole” (Mark 5:28). Faith will resolve to face Goliath the giant even when the chances of winning from the natural viewpoint is remote (1 Samuel 17:1-51).

THE RISK OF FAITH

Leviticus 15:25-33; Matthew 14:28-32; Joshua 6:5-21; Luke 5:1-11; Genesis 26:1-6,12; 2 Chronicles 20:1-25.

This woman with the issue of blood will be treated as unclean (Leviticus 15:25-33). Wherever she sits, on whichever bed she sleeps on, whoever she touches become unclean. For this reason this particular was a social outcast in society. She is unwelcome in any gathering because of the possibility of making people unclean.

However to get to Jesus, she had to go through the crowd. She risked the anger and the abuse of people should they discover her situation. She was ready to be misunderstood, to be abused and rebuked but will not allow herself to be stopped from getting to Jesus. This is the risk of faith.

Faith is willing to take risk even though there is the possibility of sinking (Matthew 14:28-32). Faith is willing to march round the walls of Jericho though the possibility exists that the people of Jericho can shoot at them from the top of the wall (Joshua 6:5-21).

Faith will take the risk of launching out into the deep even when conditions dictate otherwise (Luke 5:1-11). Faith will take the risk of staying in Gerar at God’s command than go down to Egypt even though it does not know how the provision will come (Genesis 26:1-6,12). Faith will take the risk and appoint singers instead of fighters with guns and bullets to face the enemy believing that victory is sure as God has promised (2 Chronicles 20:1-25).

THE REWARD OF FAITH

Mark 5:29,34; 10:52; 9:23; 11:22-24; Matthew 9:22,30; 8:3,13; 15:28; Luke 8:45-48; Hebrews 11:6; 6:12; Romans 4:17-23.

The woman took the risk of faith, acted on her resolve of faith, “touched His garment” (Mark 5:27) and “straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up and she felt in her body that she was healed of her plague” (Mark 5:29).

She obtained the reward of faith. Christ later confirmed the healing: “Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy plague” (Mark 5:34). Here we see again the importance of personal faith.

God will always reward faith (Hebrews 11:6; 6:12). It shall always be as it was told us if we believe. The promises of God will always be yea and amen to those who manifest faith to receive from God (Acts 27:25; 2 Corinthians 1:20; Romans 4:17-23).

