THE SWORD OF GOLIATH
1 Samuel 17:51,54; 21:8,9

The armour of Goliath consisted of many elements – coat of mail, helmet of brass, greaves of brass, target of brass, spear, shield and a sword. However the sword of Goliath gets a special attention and a special mention in the scriptures (1 Samuel 17:5-7,51,54).

When David confiscated Goliath’s armour, we are told he put them in his tent (1 Samuel 17:54). We are not told what he did with the other pieces of the armour but the sword of Goliath found its way for safe keeping in the hands of the priests (1 Samuel 21:8,9).

What was so fascinating about it? Was it to serve as a memorial to God’s faithfulness and a testimony to the great victory that God granted Israel over the terrible giant?

UNIQUE IN DESIGN
1 Samuel 17:5-7,51,54; 21:8,9; Ephesians 6:10-18; Hebrews 4:12; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Isaiah 49:2; Hosea 6:5.
“And the priest said, The sword of Goliath the Philistine, whom thou slewest in the valley of Elah, behold, it is here wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod: if thou wilt take that, take it: for there is no other save that here. And David said, There is none like that; give it me” (1 Samuel 21:9).

It was no doubt true that there was none like it from several standpoints – weight, design, material, workmanship.
Every component of Goliath’s armour was special and unique, quite unlike the armour of the other soldiers in the Philistine army. They were specially crafted (1 Samuel 17:5-7). The shield is normally made so that the soldier can hold it in one hand. Goliath’s shield was so heavy that a man had to use two hands and carry it before Goliath! The head of his spear was like a weaver’s beam. No other spear is like that either. The sword must also have been unique in design.

Our sword of the Spirit is unique in design and power. It is quick and powerful and sharper than any other two-edged sword and pierces into the dividing of the bones and marrow and reveals the intent of man’s heart (Ephesians 6:10-18; Hebrews 4:12; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Isaiah 49:2; Hosea 6:5).

UNPARALLELED IN DECAPITATION

1 Samuel 17:50,51; 21:8,9; Ecclesiastes 10:10; 2 Kings 6:1-7; Jeremiah 51:20-23; Isaiah 41:15; Micah 4:13.
When David took Goliath’s sword and used it to cut off Goliath’s head, only one blow was probably sufficient (1 Samuel 17:50,51). The sword was so sharp and efficient that it beheaded Goliath with ease cutting through his neck and severing the head. No wonder that David later exclaimed that there was none like that sword (1 Samuel 21:8,9).

Goliath’s sword was unparalleled in decapitation. There is no other like it. There is no other that we can compare to it. It was fashioned to get the job done once. It was designed for total annihilation.

As believers going to battle, are our tools and weapons in the best shape? Is our cutlass blunt? (Ecclesiastes 10:10). Is our axe head blunt and loose? (2 Kings 6:1-7). Are we effective battle axes for the Lord? (Jeremiah 51:20-23). Are we like new threshing instruments? (Isaiah 41:15).

The soldier that goes to the battlefield with rusty weapons is already preparing for defeat. We need to learn a lesson from the preparation of Goliath.

UNASSIGNED BY DAVID

1 Samuel 17:40,50,54; 21:8,9; 30:20; 2 Timothy 1:12; Ephesians 6:10-18; Hebrews 10:35; Habakkuk 2:4.
Initially David put all of Goliath’s armour -- coat of mail, helmet of brass, greaves of brass, target of brass, spear, shield and sword – in his tent (1 Samuel 17:54). They were part of David’s spoil and a memorial to God’s mercy and faithfulness (1 Samuel 30:20).

However, we later find out that the sword found itself in the custody of the priests who jealously safeguarded it, wrapping it up carefully to prevent rust and damage. It was customary to wrap all valuable or sacred articles in cloth. The sword of Goliath was wrapped because it stood as a symbol of a mighty victory in Israel.

David did not assign the sword to anybody not even Saul the king but left it for safekeeping in God’s house and in the care of the priests.

We ought to know whom we have believed and that He is able to keep that which we have committed to Him against that day (2 Timothy 1:12). Never assign your armour to anybody. The just must live by HIS faith (Habakkuk 2:4). Don’t assign your shield of faith to anybody. Put it in safe keeping with the Lord and in the day of trouble, it will be available and in good shape. Remember that in the first place it is the whole armour of God and He is the one best able to keep the armour in good shape (Ephesians 6:10-18).
Don’t cast away your confidence of faith. Don’t throw away Goliath’s sword and don’t throw away your remaining stones (Hebrews 10:35; 1 Samuel 17:40,50).

UTILIZED FOR DEFENCE

1 Samuel 21:8,9; Ephesians 6:10-18; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Matthew 4:1-13; Luke 4:1-13; Hebrews 4:12.
In the day of trouble, David took Goliath’s sword and held it for self defence. In his running away from Saul, Goliath’s sword became David’s constant companion. There is none like it, give it me he said and the priest gave it to him.
Our old weapons can be used to fight new battles. The same sword that cut off Goliath’s head yesterday can still bring victory over a new enemy today. Keep your sword in good shape. It has the potential for repeated use.

