THE SANCTUARY, THE SABBATH AND THE STATUTES
These three things are closely connected and they are near to the heart of God. God dwells in His sanctuary where He meets with His people. We dedicate the Sabbath to specially worship Him and rest. We are committed to His statutes as our rule of faith, our guide along life’s dangerous journey.

There are many ways we can view the trio:

· The sanctuary, The Sabbath, The Statutes

· God’s Dwelling, God’s Day, God’s Demands

· God’s Tabernacle, God’s Time, God’s Truth

COMMISSION OF THE SANCTUARY

Exodus 25:8,9; Genesis 35:1-7; 6:13-22; 2 Samuel 7:1-5,12,13; Leviticus 16:33; 19:30; Numbers 8:5; Hebrews 8:5; 9:23.
God commissioned Moses in the wilderness to take a freewill offering from the children of Israel (Exodus 25:1-7). The purpose of the offering was thus stated: “And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them” (Exodus 25:8).

It was God that commissioned the sanctuary. Every God-approved place of worship is always commissioned by Him.

God commissioned Jacob to build an altar in Bethel (Genesis 35:1-7). He commissioned Noah to build an ark (Genesis 6:13-22).

David wanted to build a permanent sanctuary – a temple – for God but God restrained him from doing so. God commissioned Solomon his son to build the temple (2 Samuel 7:1-5,12,13).

If we build because God has commissioned us to build, He will provide the resources, give us the backing, bring those like Bezaliel to do the work, and inspire the women to weave all the table cloths etc., and make all the embroidery that are needed (Exodus 31:1-10; 35:30-35).

Are you building a mortuary for dead men or a sanctuary for the living God? Is it God that has commissioned you to build?
CONSECRATION OF OUR SERVICE

Exodus 25:1-8; 31:1-11; 35:10,21-35; 36:1-4,7; 37:1; 1 Chronicles 29:5,6; 2 Chronicles 29:31; Joshua 1:16-18; Romans 12:1,2; 2 Corinthians 12:15.
Although God commissions and owns the sanctuary, we are to build it: “Make me a sanctuary” (Exodus 25:8).

When God commissions the building of the sanctuary, we have to consecrate our service and our resources to the building of it. We are to consecrate:

· Wealth and work

· Substance and sweat

· Silver and skills

· Money and muscle

· Purse and passion

· Income and ingenuity
· Prayer and participation (Matthew 9:36-38; 10:1-10)
The people gave generously of their resources to do the work until it was even too much (Exodus 25:1-7; 35:21-29; 36:5-7). However, they also consecrated their skills to do the work (Exodus 35:10,25,26,30-35; 36:1-4,7; 37:1). Who then is willing to consecrate his service this day unto the Lord? (1 Chronicles 29:5,6). It is not a case of either or, it is a case of both and.
CHOICE AND SANCTIFICATION

Exodus 25:8,9,40; 26:30; 27:8; 39:32; 40:16,19,21,23,25,27,29,32-38; 2 Chronicles 7:15,16; 1 Kings 9:3; 8:10,11; 
When Moses finished the sanctuary, God chose it, owned it and filled it with His glory (Exodus 40:34-38). However, it was because Moses built according to the pattern that He received on the mount (Exodus 25:8,9,40; 26:30; 27:8; 39:32; 40:16,19,21,23,25,27,29,32-38).

If we also build according to the divine pattern that we have been given, God will choose and sanctify the sanctuary. The implications of this are:

(1) God’s name will be there forever (2 Chronicles 7:16; 1 Kings 9:3).

(2) God’s eyes and heart will be there perpetually (2 Chronicles 7:16; 1 Kings 9:3).

(3) The Shekinah glory of the Lord will fill the sanctuary (Exodus 40:34-38; 1 Kings 8:10,11).

(4) It will be a place of divine presence and answered prayer (2 Chronicles 7:15).

CONSECRATION OF THE SABBATH

Exodus 31:12-18; 20:8,11; 16:23; 23:12; Isaiah 58:13; 1 Corinthians 16:2; Revelation 1:10; Luke 6:5; Mark 2:27,28; Matthew 12:8.
The Lord also told the children of Israel to consecrate the Sabbath unto Him (Exodus 31:12-18). The Sabbath was to be:

(1) A covenant sign between God and His people signifying their redemption and election (Exodus 31:13).

(2) A day of rest and refreshing following the divine pattern (Exodus 31:17,15; 20:11; 35:2; 16:23; 23:12).

(3) A day of worship (1 Corinthians 16:2; Revelation 1:10).

God expects us to remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy (Exodus 20:8) and to call the Sabbath a delight (Isaiah 58:13).

The Sabbath was more of a divine concept than a rigid day. For the Jews, it was Saturday. For the believer today, it is Sunday the Lord’s day (1 Corinthians 16:2; Revelation 1:10).

Some denominations have made a draconian issue out of Saturday as the Sabbath. They worship on Saturday and consider all others as in error. They need to remember that the Sabbath was made for man and not man for the Sabbath and that Christ is also Lord of the Sabbath (Luke 6:5; Mark 2:27,28; Matthew 12:8).
Just as the Lord’s Supper has replaced the Jewish Passover, even so has Sunday the Lord’s day replaced the Jewish Saturday as Sabbath (Revelation 1:10; 1 Corinthians 16:2).

COMMITMENT TO HIS STATUTES

Exodus 31:18; 34:11; 21:1; 24:12; Deuteronomy 6:17,18,24,25; 8:6; 4:5,6; 28:1-13; Joshua 1:6-8; Genesis 41:55; John 2:5.
God gave Israel His statutes on Mount Sinai and commanded them to keep the statutes (Exodus 31:18; 34:11; 21:1; 24:12; Deuteronomy 6:17,18,24,25; 8:6; 4:5,6).
Life and the preservation of it depends on our heavenly Joseph. Whatsoever He says to us we must do (Genesis 41:55; John 2:5). Our success, happiness and victory depends on our commitment to God’s word (Deuteronomy 28:1-13; Joshua 1:6-8).
In this era of watered-down preaching when many are preaching another gospel, God expects and demands our commitment to His statutes.

