THE POWER OF POSITIVE CHANGE
Luke 15:11-24
Modern life is a dynamic flux. The only constant thing is change itself. Change is neither always welcome nor always desirable. Negative change leads to a downward spiral but positive change heads up into the skies.

Those who refuse to change always end up in chains. There is dynamic, life-transforming power in positive change. Positive change may be difficult but the reward is way beyond the sacrifice it entails.

The story of the prodigal son illustrates the benefits and power of positive change. For the prodigal son, this change came in three major areas:

· Change of Perspective

· Change of Position

· Change of Prayer

CHANGE OF PERSPECTIVE

Luke 15:11-24; 1 Corinthians 14:20; Hebrews 11:8-10,24-27; Matthew 7:24-27; Romans 8:35-39
At the very beginning, the perspective of the prodigal son was negative and destructive:

(1) He perceived his father as too restrictive and his father’s house as a prison.

(2) He thought that enjoyment and freedom are only possible in the far country – far away from home.

(3) He was bent on instant gratification. He could not wait until his father’s death to have his share of the inheritance.

(4) He was a spendthrift. His slogan was “let us eat and drink for tomorrow we die”. Planning for the future was not part of his agenda.
The above perspective brought complete ruin. His life experienced a turnaround when he changed his perspective. The prodigal son that strays away from home will hit pig’s food. The sheep that strays away from the green pastures of the fold will hit shit in the far country.
(a) Wanting to stay in his father’s house became a joyful choice rather than a forced duty.

(b) He now appreciated the generosity of his father even towards servants – they have enough and to spare.

(c) He no longer saw his father’s house as a prison. It was the gateway to freedom in his present circumstance.

CHANGE OF POSITION
Luke 15:19; Proverbs 3:34; 11:2; 16:18,19; 29:23; James 4:6,10; 1 Peter 5:5,6; Romans 12:3,16; Philippians 2:1-11.
The prodigal son was very highminded. He was too big to work on his father’s farm and he left his elder brother to work the field alone (Luke 15:13,25). He was ready to enjoy the proceeds of the farm but he was not ready to labour on the farm.

He saw himself as a prince that must throw his weight around the city. He was only interested in mixing with the elites in the society. It brought him ruin.

He fell upon hard times, he was forsaken by friends and he was broken. He now humbled himself and was ready to be a servant (Luke 15:19).

Pride will always bring destruction but humility brings honour and exaltation (Proverbs 3:34; 11:2; 16:18,19; 29:23; James 4:6,10; 1 Peter 5:5,6). We are enjoined not to be highminded but to condescend to men of low estate (Romans 12:3,16; Philippians 2:1-11).

The way up is always down. The way to gain is to loose.

CHANGE OF PRAYER
Luke 15:12,18-21; 18:9-14; Judges 14:1-3; 16:28-30; Genesis 32:9-12; Acts 9:6; John 15:5; 16:23,24
The prodigal son had acted with arrogance even in his request: “GIVE ME” was his commanding request to his father. The father’s opinion was not relevant. Like Samson, he must have it his way (Luke 15:12; Judges 14:1-3).
However, after he was battered and shattered by cruel conditions in the far country, his attitude and request changed. He decided to come in an attitude of humility to ask his father for forgiveness (Luke 15:18-21). Essentially his request had changed to “FORGIVE ME”.

Our prayer must change from that of the arrogant Pharisee to that of the humble publican if we ever hope to be blessed by God (Luke 18:9-14). Samson’s life turned around when his prayer also changed (Judges 16:28-30).
