THE POWER OF PERSONAL FAITH

Personal faith is one of the greatest possessions that an individual can possess. Even when all earthly possessions disappear, friends and family forsake an individual, if the person clings to his personal faith like Job, he will surely bounce back from the temporary defeat and setback.

One of the greatest losses that a person can sustain is to loose his personal faith. When disaster strikes in such a situation, recovery is impossible. A temporary setback will grow to become a permanent disability. A little anthill will become a great mountain.

Personal faith is the most effective way to receive from God as it is not dependent on other people. It makes it possible for us to receive from God, anytime and anywhere.

Even if we receive healing and deliverance through other people’s faith, we need our personal faith to keep the blessing and avoid going back into captivity (Galatians 5:1).

PURSUIT OF PRACTICAL FAVOUR

Matthew 9:27,28; 8:1-13; 15:21-28; Mark 10:46-52; 5:25-34; 1:40-42; 9:20-22; James 5:14-16; 2 Kings 6:26,27.

Many people in life are in the pursuit of practical help and favour. They always think that the solution to their problems lie with other people. If only I can get to the pastor. If only Jesus was physically alive today. If only …

They are ready to travel thousands of kilometers in search of healing and deliverance. Rather than look inside, they are always focusing outside.

Two blind men followed Jesus. Their request? “Thou Son of David, have mercy on us” (Matthew 9:27). They followed Jesus into the house he went into (Matthew 9:28).

Others like blind Bartimaeus, the Syrophonecian woman, the woman with the issue of blood, the Roman Centurion and lepers sought practical help and divine healing and deliverance from Christ (Matthew 8:1-13; 15:21-28; Mark 10:46-52; 5:25-34; 1:40-42).

In as much as God has ordained that we can seek the help of others, we need to bear in mind that our personal faith has a real part to play in whatever blessings we receive (Matthew 13:58).

POWER OF PERSONAL FAITH

Matthew 9:28,29; 8:13; 15:28; Mark 5:28,34,36; 10:52; James 1:5-8; Hebrews 11:6; Mark 11:22-24; 9:23.

Christ’s pointed question to the two blind men was “Believe ye that I am able to do this?” to which they replied: “Yea, Lord” (Matthew 9:28). Their personal faith had a bearing and a relevance to their healing: “Then touched he their eyes saying, ACCORDING TO YOUR FAITH BE IT UNTO YOU” (Matthew 9:29).

Christ’s word to the Roman Centurion was: “Go thy way; AND AS THOU HAST BELIEVED, SO BE IT DONE UNTO THEE” (Matthew 8:13).

Christ’s word to the Syrophonecian woman was “O woman, GREAT IS THY FAITH, be it unto thee even as thou wilt” (Matthew 15:28).

To the woman with the issue of blood, Christ said: “Daughter, THY FAITH HATH MADE THEE WHOLE; go in peace, and be whole of thy plague” (Mark 5:34).

To blind Bartimaeus, it was “Go thy way; THY FAITH HATH MADE THEE WHOLE” (Mark 10:52).

To the one that lacks wisdom, God expects him to manifest personal faith to receive wisdom from Him (James 1:5-8). God knows that the afflicted individual can manifest personal faith to receive deliverance from Him. He has therefore commanded such an individual to pray (James 5:13).

PROGRESS THROUGH PRODUCTIVE FAITH

Matthew 9:30; 8:13; 15:28; 17:20; 21:21,22; Mark 10:52; 9:23; 11:22-24; Hebrews 11:6; 6:12; Romans 4:17-23.

Even though Christ had great faith, He could not do mighty works in some places because of their unbelief (Matthew 13:58). We can never discount the power of great faith. Real and tangible progress is made possible by the manifestation of personal faith.

In every case where personal faith was manifested, results followed instantly. For the two blind men that followed Jesus: “And their eyes were opened” (Matthew 9:30). In the case of the Roman Centurion: “And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour” (Matthew 8:13). In the case of the Syrophonecian woman: “And her daughter was made whole from that very hour” (Matthew 15:28). In the case of blind Bartimaeus: “And immediately he received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way” (Mark 10:52). 

Personal faith has always been rewarded and God will continue to honour it. It does not matter how great the need, what is the need or how impossible it seems beyond fulfilment, God will always bless us according to our faith. To the person that manifests personal faith, all things are possible and nothing shall be impossible (Matthew 17:20; 21:21,22; Mark 9:23; 11:22-24). God will never deny any individual who manifests personal, productive faith. However dead faith as opposed to dynamic, living faith will never receive anything from God (James 2:10-26).

God expects us to be followers of those who through FAITH and PATIENCE inherited the promises (Hebrews 11:6). We need personal faith if we are to possess our possession, inherit the land flowing with milk and honey (Hebrews 4:1-3).

