THE PATH OF THE ACHIEVER

Luke 15:11-24

The parable of the prodigal son is well known to Bible students. Many people only remember him as an epitome of reckless living, a monument of the wreckage that results from fast and senseless living. He went from his father’s house as somebody but soon became a nobody. He went out with the trappings of success but soon became trapped by failure. He started on the platform of prosperity but crash-landed on the rubbish heap of poverty. An illustrious heir was soon living below the standard of ordinary servants.

He has hardly begun to live before the sun started setting for him. Life for the prodigal son was a mixture of misery and mirage. He started life with something but soon was clutching on to nothing. He went from grace to grass, from the father’s palace to a foreign pit.

However his later end has some tremendous lessons to teach. He rose from the ashes of his defeat to map a new pathway for himself. He refused to accept a premature sunset. He rolled back the hands of the clock and decided to start life afresh even if on a lower level. The path he later trod in his later life is the path of the achiever.

DISSATISFACTION WITH THE PRESENT

Luke 15:17,18; Deuteronomy 1:6,7; Philippians 3:13,14; Judges 6:13; Genesis 32:26-30; Hebrews 5:11-14; 6:1-3.

We are commanded to be thankful for God’s mercies and provision in the past as well as in the present (Hebrews 13:5,6). Yet there is seldom any person in the world who is where God wants him to be in the present. The best is always yet to come and because of that we reach forth to the price of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus (Philippians 3:13,14).

The prodigal son had hit bottom – forsaken by friends, working in an occupation disgraceful to the Jews (feeding pigs), homeless and hungry. He could commit suicide and end it all, but he didn’t. He could just plod along in his misery but “he came to himself” (Luke 15:17).

This is the road to recovery and progress. Have you come to yourself? Have you thoroughly evaluated your situation? Is this where you really belong – in the pigpen? Couldn’t things be better off for you?

You are happy because you have been given access to a king when you ought to be that king yourself. Have you come to yourself? Have you come to your senses?

The prodigal son was dissatisfied with his present condition. This is where it all starts. The man who is satisfied with his present situation can never be bothered to put in the effort to effect a change.

DESIRE FOR PROGRESS

Luke 15:18; Proverbs 10:24; 11:23; 13:12,19; 18:1; Psalm 21:2; 38:9; 145:16,19; Hebrews 11:16; 1 Timothy 3:1

Dissatisfaction with the present is not meant to make us moody but to boost our morale for action. It is meant to get us out of the rut and the mud into the place of success and victory.

Positive dissatisfaction with the present should create a desire for progress. Reflection leads to recovery. Dissatisfaction leads to decision. After reflecting on his situation, he said “I will ARISE and go to my father” (Luke 15:18).

(1) Are you DOWN and out? ARISE and go to the Father.

(2) Are you wasting away in a foreign land? Arise and go home to the Father.

Refuse to stay DOWN in defeat, RISE and march on to victory. Where you are presently is not the end of the road. The past may be a story told, the future may yet be written in gold.

Success and victory start with desire and the desire of the righteous shall be granted (Proverbs 10:24). Desire is always the springboard of success in life’s endeavour (Proverbs 13:12,19; 18:1; 1 Peter 2:2; Hebrews 11:16).

DECISION AND PURPOSE

Luke 15:18; 19:10; 1 Samuel 17:32-37; 2 Samuel 10:12; Philippians 3:13,14; Matthew 15:21-28; Mark 5:25-27; Hebrews 12:16,17.

Desire without a firm decision will be like wishful thinking. Desire for progress must be backed up with a firm decision to do something about it and a fixed purpose to move on to the victory side.

“I WILL arise … and WILL say …” (Luke 15:18). Nobody is forcing him to do it. It is his personal choice and decision. Note the strong language employed: I WILL not I MAY. He was determined to rise from the ashes of defeat and do something about his situation.

Decide to eradicate laziness from your life and to pursue your goal like a cat will pursue a rat. Purpose of heart will carry us through when the road is rough and conditions are tough. When the going gets tough, the tough gets going.

DILIGENCE IN PERFORMANCE

Luke 15:20; Proverbs 21:5,25; 13:4,11; 12:24; 22:29; Romans 12:11; Galatians 6:7-9; 2 Chronicles 15:7; 1 Corinthians 15:10.

“And he AROSE, and CAME to his father” (Luke 15:20). He desired progress, made a decision to act and he ACTED! Many people fail at this point. They talk so much but never act. They plan but never work their plans. It is important to plan your work and work your plan. This is the way to achievement. Action is what separates the wisher from the achiever (Proverbs 21:25).

He that gathers by labour shall surely increase (Proverbs 13:11). The diligent will shine and win the crown while the lazy and indolent will languish in defeat (Proverbs 22:29). Do with all your might whatever needs doing (Ecclesiastes 9:10).

Prompt and productive action must back our decision if we ever hope to be achievers. There is no other road to success and achievement than quality hard work.

The only place success comes before work is in the dictionary.
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