THE MARKS OF CHAMPIONS

Champions are not necessarily champions because they are better people by birth or circumstances. More often than not, they are champions because they were prepared to do what others will not do.

The principles that enable them to succeed are universal principles that all can learn to put to action. These are the principles that mark out champions irrespective of their sphere of activity.

True champions always contribute to the progress of mankind. True success ennobles mankind. Any “success” that degrades mankind is not true achievement. True progress is never at the expense of another’s downfall. Brewery owners get rich by raising irresponsible men and creating broken homes. Such wealth is cursed wealth. Wealth gotten through prostitution, drug dealing, achievement made through demeaning other people is never true achievement. Such will always be cursed (Proverbs 13:11).

The foundation for true success is a right relationship with God and a complete routing of sin from our lives (Matthew 6:33; 2 Chronicles 26:5; Joshua 1:8).

PURPOSE AND CONSISTENCY

Proverbs 29:18; Luke 19:10; Philippians 3:10,13,14; Jeremiah 29:11; Mark 10:46,47; Genesis 49:4

More men fail in life for lack of purpose than for any other reason. A purposeless life is like a floating cock upon the sea bumping up and down and tossed about by every wind and wave but never making progress.

Purpose energizes life and living. It fires up a man’s bones and sets him on course for achievement.

What is your purpose in life? What will you like generations yet unborn to remember you for when you are gone? We remember William Wilberforce and Abraham Lincoln for their roles in eliminating the slave trade, Mary Slessor for stopping the killing of twins in Calabar, Hudson Taylor for the evangelisation of China, George Muller for spending his life giving orphans a future, William Carey for translating the Bible into so many languages, etc. What will you be remembered for?

Those who have an inkling of purpose falter when it comes to consistency. They soon quit. They lack the ability to patiently plod on. They are boiling hot one moment and freezing cold the next. Those who are unstable and inconsistent never excel (Genesis 49:4).

Success, achievement, victory comes through the CONSISTENT doing of whatever needs to be done. Success is not a destination but a journey. It is the progressive realisation of a noble, worthwhile dream or goal.

PLANNING WITH CLARITY

Genesis 1:1-31; Nehemiah 2:12-20; 3:1-32; 4:6; 6:15; Proverbs 6:1-8; 24:27; Luke 14:28-33; Acts 15:36; John 4:9-15.

Nobody ever built without plan. Even the simplest of huts is built out of a plan even if the plan is only in the head of the builder.

However the more complex the design and grand the scale, the more detailed the plan has to be. Trying to build a 100,000 capacity stadium with all the facilities but with a plan in the head can only spell disaster.

How big an achievement are you envisaging? The clarity and completeness of your plans should be in proportion to your desired level of success.

Clear plans make for specific, productive actions. Confused plans can only lead to confused and frustrated living. Plan your life and live your plan. Plan your work and work your plan.

POWER OF COOPERATION

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; Nehemiah 4:16,17; 2:17-20; 2 Kings 6:1-3; Matthew 18:19; Judges 20:11; Exodus 17:8-16.

Champions are never individualistic. Lone rangers always get destroyed. Champions know the power of co-operation. They understand the benefit of team effort. They learn from others, brainstorm with others, practice with others, receive counsel and encouragement from others, etc.

The coach, other team-mates, the family, friends and fans all go a long way to contribute to the success of Olympic gold medallists.

Two are always better than one and a three-fold cord is always difficult to destroy. There is great power in co-operation and unity (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; Nehemiah 4:16,17; 2:17-20; 2 Kings 6:1-3; Matthew 18:19; Judges 20:11). Moses on the mountaintop and Joshua in the valley always constitute the secret of victory. Each person also need team effort in their respective spheres in other to make their contribution (Exodus 17:8-16).

PROPENSITY TO CREATIVITY

Judges 7:12-25; 15:15,16; 1 Samuel 17:40-51; 14:1-6; 2 Samuel 23:21; Romans 15:20,21

Champions have a tendency to be creative. If there is no way, they make a way. They are never afraid to be daring, to experiment, to be creative.

It has been well said that “he who never walks, except where he sees other people’s footprints, will make no discoveries”.

Like Gideon, attempt to fight a host with only a handful of soldiers and be determined to win (Judges 7:12-25). Be daring to use the jawbone of an ass as a weapon and expect to emerge victorious like Samson (Judges 15:15,16). With a stick in your hand, you can defeat the Egyptian though he has a spear (2 Samuel 23:21). Goliath with all his armour will be no match for a creative person like David though he be equipped with a catapult and five stones (1 Samuel 17:40-51). Use what you’ve got. Make a way if there is none. Be prepared to attempt like Paul and Jonathan what others have never done before! (Romans 15:20,21; 1 Samuel 14:1-6).

PASSION AND COMMITMENT

1 Kings 18:21; 2 Samuel 23:8-23; Philippians 3:13,14; 2 Corinthians 12:15; 1 Corinthians 15:10,58; John 2:17.

We have only one life to live. It is better to put in all the energy and passion we have into it. Live your life at full throttle. Do away with self-pity, sluggishness and “easy” living.

Passion and commitment are essential keys to accomplishment. Commitment is the only way to live life on the highest plane. Lack of commitment always results in mediocrity. This is the reason why many christians live defeated lives. Halting between two opinions always results in spiritual defeat. If God is God, then be fully committed and serve Him (1 Kings 18:21).

Champions always go the extra mile to dot every I and cross every t. Champions know that there is no cheap and easy road to success. Therefore they are prepared to do the hard and necessary whereas those who are failures are always looking for the cheap and easy, the “shortcuts”. There are no “shortcuts” to success. The “shortcuts” often prove to be the longest routes!

David’s mighty men lived with passion and commitment and they achieved spectacular results (2 Samuel 23:8-23). Paul was so passionate and committed and told the believers to follow his example (1 Corinthians 15:10,58; Philippians 4:9). Let the zeal of God’s house consume you (John 2:17).
