THE HEAVENLY RACE
Hebrews 12:1-4
Our life on earth is a race, our journey to heaven is also a race. The heavenly race starts at conversion and it ends in heaven. In between the start and the finish of the heavenly race, many things are needed – discipline, stamina, focus, etc.
Not every one that starts in a race completes it. Some get tired and pack up along the way. Others get injured and drop out of the race altogether. Yet others break the rules and are consequently disqualified. The remaining get to the finish line. The apostle has enjoined us to “So run, that ye may obtain” (1 Corinthians 9:24).

CONTRAST WITH THE HUMAN RACE

Hebrews 12:1; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; Galatians 5:7; 2:2; Philippians 2:16; John 15:5; 2 Corinthians 2:16; 3:5,6.
There is definitely a race set before us (Hebrews 12:1). In some respects, it has some striking similarities with many other races – there are many competitors, there are spectators, the arena is same for all participants etc.
However, in other respects there are marked differences and sharp contrast between this race and other races. In particular we can contrast this race with the human race as in the table below:

	
	THE CHRISTIAN RACE
	THE WORLDLY RACE

	1
	Heavenly Race
	Human Race

	2
	Spiritual Race
	Physical Race

	3
	Supernatural Race
	Natural Race

	4
	Can only be run in the power of the Holy Spirit
	Can be run in the energy of the flesh

	5
	ALL can be winners
	Only a few win

	6
	Incorruptible crown
	Corruptible crown


COMMITMENT TO THE HEAVENLY RACE

Hebrews 12:1; 11:13-16; 13:14; Galatians 5:7; 2:2; Philippians 2:16; 1 Corinthians 9:24; Colossians 3:1,2.
“Let us run with patience the race that is set before us” (Hebrews 12:1). The apostle enjoins us to be focused, to set aside all distractions, lay aside every weight and the sin which doth so easily beset us and be committed to running the race that is set before us.

The apostle is not exempted from running the race. He included himself as he used the word “US” (Hebrews 12:1).

We must endeavour to run well and never run in vain (Galatians 5:7; 2:2; Philippians 2:16; 1 Corinthians 9:24).
The apostle said “Let us run”. The question is: are you running? Some people are running but they are running in the rat race, they want to catch up with the Jones’s. They are not running the race that God has set before them. They are competing in other useless races of no eternal value. They are running in the race of fashion, running after the latest craze, cars, etc.
However God is calling us this day to a fresh commitment to the race He has set before us – the heavenly race.

COMPETING ACCORDING TO HEAVENLY RULES

Hebrews 12:1,2; 2 Timothy 2:5; 4:7,8; Galatians 2:2; 5:7,22,23; Philippians 2:16; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27.
“And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully” (2 Timothy 2:5).

Except we compete according to the rules, we will be disqualified. The organizers of any game sets the rules – no performance-enhancing drugs, the correct age must be observed, the correct category must be adhered to, weight, competence, etc. Is it an amateur event or a professional race? Is it for under 21 or for older adults? Is it mixed doubles, singles event or a relay race calling for team effort?

The rules differ from game to game and from race to race. Every type of race has its own peculiar rules that are designed with its own nature in mind – football rules differ from Marathon rules etc.

This spiritual, heavenly race has rules. God sets the rules. They are revealed in the Bible. Except we run according to these heavenly rules, we shall be disqualified.
There are so many modern believers that want to run the race the way they like. They disregard the heavenly rules as detailed in the Bible. They will be disqualified.

Nobody wears a flowing garment to compete in a 100-metre sprint. There are dress codes for sprinters, footballers, cricketers, Formula One motor racing, etc.

In this Christian race, there are rules for us as well. There are dress codes as well – we cover nakedness, no worldliness, neatness and modesty must characterize the believer’s dressing (1 Timothy 2:9; Mark 5:15).

Not to compete according to the rules of the race is to run badly and in vain (Galatians 2:2; 5:7; Philippians 2:16). The discipline to keep to the rules and self control are essential qualities in an athlete (Galatians 5:22,23).
COMPLETION OF THE HEAVENLY RACE

1 Corinthians 9:24-27; 1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Timothy 4:7,8; Ecclesiastes 7:8; Galatians 2:2; 5:7; Philippians 2:16.
Competing in the race is important. However completing the race is essential. The crown is at the end of the race. To fall by the wayside is to loose all. We need to run that we may obtain (1 Corinthians 9:24-27).

The apostle enjoined us to fight the good fight of faith (1 Timothy 6:12). However he testified that he has finished his course (2 Timothy 4:7).
It is not enough to start well. We must endeavour to finish gloriously as well (Ecclesiastes 7:8).

CLIMAX OF THE HEAVENLY REWARD

Hebrews 12:2; 1 Corinthians 9:24; 15:58; 2 Timothy 4:7,8; James 1:12; Revelation 3:11; 2:10; 1 Peter 5:1-4.
There is a crown awaiting us at the end of the race if we compete graciously according to God’s rules (1 Corinthians 9:24; 2 Timothy 4:7,8; James 1:12; Revelation 3:11; 2:10).
The crown is the joy that is set before us (Hebrews 12:2). This should give us the strength to resist temptation, despise the shame, endure our cross.
There is a crown after the race. There is a reward for all our efforts. There will be commendation for faithful servants (2 Chronicles 15:7; 1 Corinthians 15:58; Matthew 25:14-30; Luke 19:12-27). Keep your eyes on the crown, run the race that is set before you with patience (Revelation 3:11; 2:10; Hebrews 12:1).

