THE HEAVEN-BOUND PILGRIM
1 Peter 2:11,12; Hebrews 11:13-16
The Greek word translated pilgrim in the New Testament is the word “Parepidemos” which is an adjective signifying a person sojourning in a strange place, away from one’s own people, a stranger settled only temporarily in a foreign land.

The word “Parepidemos” comes from two main Greek words “Para” and “demos”. Para expresses a contrary condition. Demos means a people. “Epidemeo” means to sojourn.  The English words democracy and demography are derived from this root word “demos”.
The word is used metaphorically and applied to the status of a believer in the true God, living temporarily in an earth unfriendly to God and His people but whose permanent home and country is Heaven.

Indeed here have we no continuing city. We seek one to come, an heavenly city (Hebrews 13:14; 11:13-16).

SALIENT CONFESSION OF PILGRIMS

Hebrews 11:13-16; 13:14; 1 Peter 2:11,12; 1:1; John 17:14,16; 15:19; 8:23,42; 2 Timothy 2:12; Matthew 10:33; Mark 8:38.
“These ALL died in faith,… and CONFESSED that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth” (Hebrews 11:13).

The true pilgrims are never ashamed to be identified as pilgrims. They are proud of their status and positively and publicly declare it. The patriarchs confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. Heaven was their focus and their home and they kept on searching for the heavenly city and country.

We are also in transit. The world is a marketplace serving us in time. Heaven is our eternal home. We should not be ashamed of our status. We should confess our belonging to Christ, our being pilgrims on the earth (2 Timothy 2:12; Matthew 10:33; Mark 8:38).

Christ emphatically declared that the believer is a pilgrim. The believer is not of this world just as Christ is not of this world (John 17:14,16; 15:19; 8:23,42).

SPIRITUAL COUNSEL TO PILGRIMS

1 Peter 2:11; 2 Timothy 2:22; Titus 2:12; Romans 13:14; 6:12; Colossians 3:5-10; Galatians 5:24
“Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, ABSTAIN from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul” (1 Peter 2:11).

This is solid, saintly, spiritual counsel to pilgrims. This is coming from a noted and experienced apostle who is expected to know better.

The flesh and the spirit are always contrary. The lust of the flesh is contrasted with the walk in the spirit. The works of the flesh is contrasted with the fruit of the spirit (Galatians 5:16-25).

True pilgrims crucify the flesh with its affections and lusts (Galatians 5:24). They mortify the flesh and its deeds (Colossians 3:5-10).

The sinner lives his life in the lust of the flesh (Ephesians 2:3; 1 Peter 4:2,3; 2 Peter 2:18; 3:3; Jude 16,18). The saint is called to abstain from fleshly lusts (1 Peter 2:11), flee youthful lust (2 Timothy 2:22), deny ungodliness and worldly lusts (Titus 2:12) and never make provision for fleshly lusts (Romans 13:14; 6:12).

Fleshly lusts will deaden the spirit, blur spiritual vision, kill spiritual passion, sap spiritual energy, blunt the cutting edge of our spiritual effectiveness, dull the edge of our desire for the things of God. In short, fleshly lusts war against the soul.

Unless you ABSTAIN from fleshly lusts, it will STAIN your spiritual reputation. Unless you FLEE from youthful lusts, it will deposit FLEAS in your spiritual garment. If you don’t DEAL with fleshly lusts, it will DEAL with you.

It is either you mortify and bury fleshly lusts or it will kill you and send you to a spiritual grave.

SAINTLY CONDUCT OF PILGRIMS

1 Peter 2:11-19; Galatians 5:16,24,25; Titus 2:11-14; Romans 13:14; 6:12; Colossians 3:9-14; Ephesians 4:22-32.
The saintly pilgrim that has refused to fulfil the lusts of the flesh will walk in the Spirit. Instead of the works of the flesh, he will manifest the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:16,24,25). This will lead to saintly conduct (behaviour) and comportment (1 Peter 2:11-19).  Such will live soberly and righteously in this present world (Titus 2:11-14).
Such will put on the Lord Jesus, put on the new man and walk in the newness of life (Romans 13:!4; Colossians 3:9-14; Ephesians 4:22-32).

STEADFAST COMMITMENT TO PILGRIMAGE
Hebrews 11:13-16; 13:14; Colossians 3:1,2; Genesis 24:5,6; 19:17; 47:9; Luke 9:62; Exodus 6:4; Psalm 119:54.
In the Old Testament, the Hebrew word Magur is translated pilgrimage meaning to sojourning (Genesis 47:9; Exodus 6:4; Psalm 119:54). A pilgrimage is a journey undertaken for religious purposes such as to make a visit to the Jerusalem Temple. Three of Israel’s religious feasts were pilgrim festivals which called for all Jewish men to assemble in Jerusalem.

We are pilgrims on a pilgrimage. We are on a journey. We are only here temporarily. Heaven is our permanent home. We have no continuing city here (Hebrews 13:14). We are looking for the city built by God, for the country established of God (Hebrews 11:13-16). We are focused, persuaded, decide, determined. The world holds no allure for us. We have left Egypt for good. We have no desire to return to the Ur of the Chaldees. Our children have no inheritance in the world. Our affections are set on things above and not on things in the earth (Hebrews 11:13-16; Genesis 24:5,6; Colossians 3:1,2).

We have put our hands on the plow, we are not looking back (Luke 9:62). We have started our escape to the mountains, there is no looking back (Genesis 19:17).

