THE GOD THAT ANSWERS BY FIRE
The ministry of Elijah the prophet was a colourful and spectacular one. It was fast paced and crammed with extraordinary miracles that have not seized to amaze and captivate even modern skeptical minds. Elijah came on the scene unannounced and unexpected and he left the scene of his labour dramatically and in style. His entry was abrupt and it shook the balance of power. His exit was sudden and earth-rending.

Elijah was an uncommon prophet that did things in unusual ways. There was never a dull moment in the life and ministry of Elijah. Elijah was:
· Unpredictable by friends

· Unapproachable by foes

· Uncompromising in faith

The majesty and splendour of God loomed large in Elijah’s life and ministry. He was jealous for the glory of God. The God of Elijah is not the God who watches helplessly. He is a God of action – dramatic action at that. He is the God that answers by fire – whether fire to consume the sacrifice in order to offer to God a sweet smelling savour, or fire to convince the sinful and backslidden and bring them back to the path of righteousness or fire to chastise and cremate the stubborn so as to send warning signals to the obstinate or fire to power the chariot of heaven to carry the departing prophet home.

This God that answers by fire will surely be our God.

THE SACRIFICE: CONSUMED BY FIRE

1 Kings 18:23-38; 1 Chronicles 21:26; 2 Chronicles 7:1; Romans 12:1,2; Hebrews 13:16; Philippians 4:18.
Following three and a half years of drought, God told Elijah to go and show himself to Ahab because He was preparing to send rain (1 Kings 17:1-3; 18:1-13; James 5:17,18).
Elijah confronted Ahab and ordered the king to gather the nation and the prophets of Baal for a national spiritual contest on Mount Carmel. Ahab agreed and the stage was set for a showdown with the Devil (1 Kings 18:1-41).
Elijah threw a challenge that two sacrifices will be offered – one by the prophets of Baal and one by him. However, there will be a slight difference. This time the fire to burn the sacrifice will not be natural, it will be supernatural. The God that answers by fire will be crowned the real God. It was a spectacular proposition. Everybody agreed (1 Kings 18:24). Elijah gave the prophets of Baal the first cut since they outnumbered him. They spent the whole day trying to bring down fire on their sacrifice to no avail. They mutilated themselves, performed all sorts of magic, voiced all sorts of incantations without any success. Elijah even came at midday to mock them, to tell them how they might get Baal’s attention and response if he truly was a god (1 Kings 18:27-29).
Elijah repaired the broken altar in the evening following the failure of the prophets of Baal to bring down fire. He built an altar with twelve stones signifying the unity of Israel and the necessity of united worship. The sacrifice was laid on the altar and drenched with water. The moment Elijah began to pray, fire came down from heaven and consumed the sacrifice. It burnt from top to bottom contrary to the natural order of things. The sacrifice as well as the wood, stones and water were consumed by the fire (1 Kings 18:38).
THE SINFUL: CONVINCED BY FIRE

1 Kings 18:38,39; 1 Chronicles 21:26; 2 Chronicles 7:1; Judges 13:19,20; Job 1:16; 2 Kings 1:9-15; 1 Samuel 12:17-19.
Israel had witnessed the powerlessness of Baal. Baal had not responded despite a whole day’s waiting upon him by his prophets. Baal was dead. However they also witnessed a God who is alive and powerful. They had agreed that the God that answers by fire will be crowned God. Now that they witnessed it physically, they bowed down in worship and confessed, “The LORD, He is the God; the LORD, He is the God” (1 Kings 18:39).
The sinful and the backslidden were convinced by the fire. They turned their backs to sin and surrendered to the God who answered by fire.

Are you a pastor experiencing a meager harvest? Are you an evangelist labouring without tangible results? Are you a believer that is not taken serious by your peers? What you need is for God to answer you by fire. When God answers by fire, skeptics will be convinced, sinners will be converted, the doubting will believe, the lukewarm will rise up with dynamic worship (2 Kings 1:9-15; 1 Samuel 12:17-19).

THE STUBBORN: CREMATED BY FIRE
2 Kings 1:9-15; Isaiah 26:9,10; 1 Timothy 5:20; Ecclesiastes 8:11; Leviticus 10:1,2; Genesis 19:24,25; Numbers 11:1,2; 16:35.

Elijah had sent back the servants of Amaziah the king who were going on a journey to Ekron to enquire of Baalzebub in search of healing (
2 Kings 1:1-8). The obstinate and stubborn king had been angry with the prophet. Instead of repenting, mending his ways and seeking God, he decided to persecute the prophet.

He sent a company of fifty choice soldiers – a kind of ruthless crack squad. Their captain in his arrogance commanded Elijah to come down from the top of the hill where he was. Elijah responded that if he was truly a man of God as the captain had said, let fire come down and consume him and his team. Instant fire from heaven cremated the lot (2 Kings 1:9,10). 
The captain of the second crack squad of fifty soldiers was even more arrogant. He added QUICKLY to his request. Instant fire form heaven cremated this batch as well (2 Kings 1:11,12). The two judgements sent warning to the others. The third captain of the next crack squad came begging. Elijah had compassion on him (2 Kings 1:13-15). 
When God begins to answer by fire, sending fiery judgement on the stubborn, men will learn to fear God, the arrogant will bow, the proud will be humbled, the fear of God will prevail in the society (Isaiah 26:9,10; 1 Timothy 5:20; Ecclesiastes 8:11).

THE SAINT: CROWNED BY FIRE

2 Kings 2:11,12; 6:17; 13:14; Psalm 34:7; 68:17; Isaiah 66:15,16; 31:9; Habakkuk 3:8; Zechariah 2:5.
Elijah had come to the end of his colourful ministry and it was time to go. His entry was sudden and spectacular, his exit was going to be colourful and a climax.

That the prophet of fire was going to depart in a chariot of fire was consistent with the nature of his ministry and was a fitting climax to his eventful ministry. It was like a crowning.

The God that answers by fire was at it again. The fire of heaven fired and powered the chariot of heaven to take the prophet home. The fire was there to wade off any satanic malfunctioning of the chariot, to roast to ashes any demonic infiltration, to serve as a wall of protection for the home-going warrior and to energize the chariot (Zechariah 2:5 Isaiah 4:4-6).

Our effort will be crowned by fire. Our life and ministry will be protected and preserved by fire. Our mode of spiritual transport will be powered by the fire of heaven.

The God that answers by fire will surely be our God.

