THE ADVERSARY AND THE ENEMY
Esther 7:6
The adversary by his nature and activities is automatically an enemy. The devil is our eternal adversary (1 Peter 5:8,9) and we are meant to resist him steadfastly in the faith until he flees (James 4:7).

The scriptural parallel of Haman and the Jews gives us assurance of a resounding victory. Just like Haman faced the Jews – God’s people, so also today Satan faces the believers – God’s contemporary people.

However as the Jews overcame and won the victory, so will we overcome and win the victory.

IDENTIFYING THE ELECT’S ADVERSARY

Esther 7:6; 1 Peter 5:8,9; 1 Corinthians 16:9; 9:26; Matthew 16:23; Mark 11:23; 5:11-14; Genesis 3:1-8
We need to correctly locate or identify the enemy and the adversary just like Esther did: “The adversary and enemy is THIS WICKED HAMAN” (Esther 7:6). Esther didn’t beat about the bush. She could definitely, specifically identify who the adversary and the enemy was. She was precise and on target. Are you this precise? She didn’t say that the adversary and the enemy is one person somewhere who she can’t really pinpoint.

Many believers have wrongly identified their spiritual target. They focus on flesh and blood. But we fight against principalities and powers. To wrongly identify the enemy is to be on the loosing track because we focus on the wrong target.

Satan is the saints’ chief adversary (1 Peter 5:8,9; 1 Corinthians 16:9). He often uses man or animals as a smokescreen to cover his activities. However, we address him as the personality behind the operation (Matthew 16:23; Mark 5:11-14; Genesis 3:1-8).
When we pray, we need to speak to THIS mountain (Mark 11:23). If we have not correctly identified or located the particular mountain or enemy confronting us, how shall we be effective in our spiritual warfare? We cannot afford to shadow box. We are facing a real and ruthless enemy (1 Corinthians 9:26).

If God were to grant you audience as king Ahasuerus granted Esther audience, will you have been able to give as specific an answer to the king’s question as Esther did? The King of heaven, the King of kings is asking you today: “Who is he, and where is he, that durst presume in his heart to do so?” (Esther 7:5).
INSIGHT INTO THE ENEMY ACTIVITY

Esther 7:4; 3:6,13; 8:5,6; Matthew 13:24-30,4,19; Mark 4:4,15; Luke 8:5,12; 1 Chronicles 21:1; Zechariah 3:1,2.
The Jews were able to recognize the activity of Haman as the activity of an enemy determined to destroy them. “An enemy has done this” (Matthew 13:24-30). This is insight into enemy activity. Sometimes we are able to recognize the activities of the enemy but are not able to identify the specific enemy or locate where he is operating from. The bombing has all the hallmarks of an Al-Qaeda network or strike but they couldn’t determine the specific person who carried out the attack.

Haman’s activities were very focused and specific:
1. He sold the Jews to be destroyed, slain and to perish (Esther 7:4; 3:6,13; 8:5,6).

2. Manipulated the authorities against God’s people (Esther 3:8-15)

3. He was ready to spend huge personal resources to achieve his aim (Esther 3:9-11; 4:7)

4. To take for spoil the resources of the righteous (Esther 3:13)

5. He left no stone unturned to achieve his wicked aim. Notice the words EVERY Province, EVERY people as well as ALL (Esther 3:12-15; 4:3).

In very many ways, the activities of Haman are a complete replica of the activities of Satan our adversary and enemy. 
Because of the promotion and position given to him, Haman was very proud and thought more highly of himself than he actually is (Esther 3:1,2,15; 5:10-14; 6:6-9). Haman’s closeness to the king made his head to swell (Esther 3:15; 5:11; 6:6).

Is this not exactly what Satan did? God promoted Satan and made him the highest angel and gave him a glorious name, so of the morning. However, Satan wanted more honour. His closeness to God swelled his head and he planned a coup. This was the beginning of Satan’s downfall (Ezekiel 28:11-19; Isaiah 14:12-17).

The whole problem started when Mordecai the Jew refused to bow down and worship Haman (Esther 3:2-6; 5:9-14). Haman then decided to destroy Mordecai and his people. Is this not similar to Satan’s tactics? Jesus refused to bow down and worship Satan (Matthew 4:8-10; Luke 4:5-8). Satan has therefore decided to destroy Jesus and all His people. Haman failed to destroy Mordecai. In fact he ended up honouring Mordecai (Esther 6:1-14). In similar fashion, all the traps and the cross that Satan prepared to bring Christ down has been used by the Lord to honour Christ. Satan’s loss in the warfare has brought extra honour unto Christ. God has exalted Him and given Him a name that is above every name (Colossians 2:14-17; Philippians 2:9-11).

However, beyond the honour of Mordecai was the salvation of the Jews (Esther 8:1-17). Beyond the honour and the exaltation is the salvation of the saints. Just as the Jews did not perish in the hands of Haman, we will not perish in the hands of Satan!

INDICTING THE ETERNAL ADVERSARY

Esther 7:6-10; John 12:31; 16:11; Romans 16:20; Genesis 3:15; Malachi 3:11; Zechariah 3:1,2; Jude 9.
We need to bring Satan to the God’s courtroom and have him judged and condemned as Esther brought Haman to the king Ahasuerus’ presence for indictment (Esther 7:6-10). 
Satan, the prince of this world is judged and cast out (John 12:31; 16:11). We must get to the point where the God of peace bruises Satan under our feet (Romans 16:20; Genesis 3:15).
We need to have the devourer judged and rebuked for our sake and on our behalf (Malachi 3:11; Zechariah 3:1,2; Jude 9).
When we stand before the King of kings as Esther stood before king Ahasuerus, we can declare like her: “The adversary and enemy is THIS WICKED Satan” (Esther 7:6). As Haman was judged and condemned, so will Satan be judged and cast out.

Just as they won the victory by praying and fasting and the words of Esther’s testimony, so also can we win the victory by praying and fasting and by the words of our testimony (Esther  4:3,15-17; Revelation 12:11; Ephesians 6:18; Matthew 17:21; Mark 9:29).
