THE DEVIL - OUR ETERNAL ADVERSARY
1 Peter 5:8,9

This text opens with some salient warnings: “Be sober, be vigilant”. Soberness has long been dropped from many people’s vocabulary and dictionary. Their life is full of frivolity and levity. Gravity and soberness are equated with sadness and moodiness. However, this is not the view of the scriptures.

When we have an enemy that is lurking in the shadows waiting to pounce upon us when we are off guard and not vigilant, there is no better admonition or charge we can be given than “Be sober, be vigilant”.

The reason for this admonition is given: “BECAUSE your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour”. 

The devil does not wait for his prey to come to him, he is actively seeking, patrolling every district, searching every local church, combing every community for possible preys and victims. Don’t fall a prey to the devil. Refuse to be a victim of the devil!
SAINTS’ UNPARALLELED ADVERSARY 1 Peter 5:8

1 Peter 5:8; Matthew 5:25; Luke 12:58; 18:3; 13:17; 21:15; 1 Corinthians 16:9; Philippians 1:28; 1 Timothy 5:14; 1:10; 2 Thessalonians 2:4; Galatians 5:17.
“Be sober, be vigilant; because YOUR ADVERSARY the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8).

The devil is specifically referred to as OUR ADVERSARY. He is not just an adversary or the adversary. That is too general a term. He is “YOUR” adversary – personalized, specific, and targeted.

The Greek word translated adversary is “antikidos” which signifies an opponent in a lawsuit (Matthew 5:25; Luke 12:58; 18:3). However the word is also used to denote an enemy. In the noun form “antikidos” denotes an enemy. In the verb form “antikeimai” means to be set over against, to withstand. It signifies opposition and antagonism (Luke 13:17; 21:15; 1 Corinthians 16:9; Philippians 1:28; 1 Timothy 5:14; 1:10; 2 Thessalonians 2:4; Galatians 5:17).

The devil does not fight as one beating the air (1 Corinthians 9:24-27). He is too specific and focused to be ignored. The devil’s main target is the believer and the wise believer will acknowledge that the devil is indeed what the Bible calls him “YOUR ADVERSARY”.

The devil is the saints’ unparalleled adversary. Sometimes the elements of the weather can be man’s adversary. The economic climate can make life unpleasant. However, no other adversary however wicked and vicious is to be compared with the devil. He is the ULTIMATE adversary. He is the most terrible adversary. He is a MERCILESS adversary. In many instances, he is THE ADVERSARY behind other lesser adversaries motivating and instigating them.
The devil is referred to here as a roaring lion to denote his fierceness, strength, cruelty, hunger and to paint a picture of a greedy pursuer of souls. The phrase “walketh about” expresses his restless energy and unwearied disposition. His aim is to devour and destroy. He is eagerly looking for any lost sheep that might wander away from the fold. He is looking for the careless traveler that will walk into his trap.

SATAN’S UNIVERSAL ATTACK 1 Peter 5:9

1 Peter 5:9; 1 Corinthians 10:13; Isaiah 14:12,16,17; Job 1:6-8; 21-3; 1 Chronicles 21:1; Zechariah 3:1-5; 1 Thessalonians 2:18.
“Knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world” (1 Peter 5:9). The term “your brethren that are in the world” can be interpreted and viewed in two different ways: (1) your fellow believers in other parts of the world; (2) other human beings like you who are not yet converted and are therefore said to still be “in the world”.
However, whatever the interpretation of the phrase, the whole verse intimates us with Satan’s universal attack and global evil agenda.

Even though the devil is “YOUR” adversary, so also is he the adversary of other people. The devil’s intention is to turn the whole world into a war zone and wilderness (Isaiah 14:12,16,17).

Satan’s attacks and temptations are common to men (1 Corinthians 10:13). He walks to and fro the earth, up and down in it to execute his wicked and malicious designs (Job 1:6-8; 2:1-3).

The devil is always seeking whom he may devour. Anybody can fit the bill – religious or irreligious, saved or lost, educated or illiterate, male or female, young or old, seasoned pastor or new believer.

The devil attacks ALL: God (Isaiah 14:12-17; Job 1:9-12; 2:4-7); angels (Jude 9; Revelation 12:7-9,12); high priest (Zechariah 3:1-5); apostle (1 Thessalonians 2:18); Saviour (Matthew 4:1-13; Luke 4:1-13); king (1 Chronicles 21:1).

The devil respects nobody’s title or personality. He is at war with ALL and the devil’s motto is: “With malice towards ALL”.

SCRIPTURES’ UNBEATABLE ADMONITION 1 Peter 5:9

1 Peter 5:9; James 4:7; Romans 15:4; 4:23; Proverbs 20:18; Isaiah 1:19; Hebrews 11:32-34; 1 Samuel 17:45-51.
“Whom resist steadfast in the faith” (1 Peter 5:9). We are commanded to FLEE idolatry, fleshly lust or fornication but to RESIST the devil (2 Timothy 2:22; 1 Corinthians 6:18; 10:14).
Don’t run away from the devil. Stand your ground and resist him in faith. The resistance must be steadfast. This expresses the solidity and the continuity of what we are to do. A superficial faith will not survive the onslaughts of the devil. We are locked in a perpetual war and eternal battle with the devil and must therefore fight and resist him all the time.
There is no better admonition that we can be given than this. We have an unbeatable admonition from the Lord. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. With this scriptural admonition, we can wage an effective warfare against the devil (Romans 15:4; 4:23; Proverbs 20:18).

