THE BLESSEDNESS OF GODLY PARTNERSHIP

The scripture emphatically declares that “He that walketh with wise men shall be wise: but a companion of fools shall be destroyed” (Proverbs 13:20).

Lot was blessed as a result of his association with Abraham. However that blessing dwindled until it reduced to zero because he went into partnership with the people of Sodom until his daughters married people in Sodom. Lot lost all – resources and almost his whole family as a result of this evil partnership.

God expects us to be careful how we get into intimate partnership and fellowship with people for their lives will certainly rob off on us for good or bad.

BLIGHT OF GRACELESS PARTNERSHIP

Proverbs 13:20; 1 Corinthians 15:33; Jonah 1:4-17; Ruth 1:1-10; J Joshua 7:1-26; Jeremiah 20:1-6; 1 Kings 22:1-33,48,49; 2 Chronicles 19:1; 20:35-37; Judges 21:18.

Our destiny is closely linked with our associations. Our behaviour is affected by those we move with either for good or for bad. Just like walking with the wise will make us wise, so also does evil communications corrupt good manners (Proverbs 13:20; 1 Corinthians 15:33).

Graceless partnership is always a curse. It brings buffettings and will eventually break and mar our life. To travel with a Jonah on life’s journey is to suffer tremendous losses (Jonah 1:4-17). To be in partnership with the wicked Ahab is always to invite divine judgement and anger (1 Kings 22:1-33; 2 Chronicles 19:1). Every business partnership with the ungodly always results in losses (2 Chronicles 20:35-37; 1 Kings 22:48,49). Partnership with the cursed will affect and individual adversely (Judges 21:18). It always brings destruction.

To be associated with Pashur is to suffer terribly: “I will make thee a terror to THYSELF, and to ALL THY FRIENDS: and they shall fall by the sword of their enemies” (Jeremiah 20:4). “And thou Pashur, and ALL THAT DWELL IN THINE HOUSE shall go into captivity … thou, and ALL THY FRIENDS ..” (Jeremiah 20:6).

Partnership with the people of Sodom will result in the loss of resources and family as in Lot’s case (Genesis 13:6,7; 14:1-17; 19:16-26). Partnership with Achan or with the Moabites will result in the loss of lives (Joshua 7:1-26; Ruth 1:1-10).

BASIS OF GODLY PARTNERSHIP

1 John 1:3,6,7; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18; Ephesians 5:8-12; Amos 3:8; Psalm 133:1-3; 119:63; 55:14; 122:1; Hebrews 10:25

Fellowship and partnership that is beneficial has its roots in God. It all starts with a relationship with God the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ (1 John 1:3,6,7). We have to come out and renounce every type of sin and evil, repent thoroughly and follow the Lord (2 Corinthians 6:14-18; Ephesians 5:8-12).

The sinner is a child of the devil (John 8:44; Matthew 13:). How can God’s child and Satan’s child come into close partnership and relationship of which marriage is the closest? How can God be a father-in-law to Satan’s child? This is why unequal yoke in marriage is always a great curse. It is a contradiction in terms.

Partnership is only possible when we are truly brethren (Psalm 133:1-3). Two cannot walk together except they agree (Amos 3:8). We need to be companions of the godly, encouraging ourselves in this walk of faith (Psalm 119:63; 55:14; 122:1; Hebrews 10:25).

BLESSINGS OF GRACIOUS PARTNERSHIP

3 John 2; Genesis 12:1-3; 26:28-30; 39:5; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; Acts 16:25,26; Numbers 10:29; 

God has destined that the godly should prosper and be blessed spiritually and otherwise (3 John 2; Genesis 12:1-3). Partnership with such always results in great blessing. The families of the earth that come into partnership with blessed Abraham will be blessed (Genesis 12:3). They who are contrary to Abraham cursing him shall be cursed (Genesis 12:3).

The Philistines saw that Isaac was blessed of the Lord and wanted to form a league or partnership with him (Genesis 26:28-30). God in His mercy and compassion blessed Portiphar’s house because of Joseph (Genesis 39:5).

When two godly persons come together in partnership, the two heads should truly be better than one (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12). Where one has previously been chasing one thousand, two should be chasing ten thousand. There should be an exponential multiplication of anointing and resources (Leviticus 26:7,8; Joshua 23:10; Deuteronomy 32:30).

The prisoners that happen to be in the same prison with Paul and Silas also had their bands loosed just because of this association. They benefited from the overflowing compassion and deliverance of the Lord (Acts 16:25,26).

“Come thou with us, and we will do thee good:

for the Lord hath spoken good concerning Israel” (Numbers 10:29).

