THE BIBLICAL ROAD TO PROGRESS
John 5:1-9
This is the story of a cripple unable to walk for 38 years. God wanted him to be healed but did he want to be healed? Do you desire to be made whole? Are you dissatisfied with life as it is? Do you want a better way? Do you desire a fuller life? Are you willing to be prosperous and successful? Are you ready to assume the responsibility of administering wealth and success?

This story illustrates glorious principles we can implement to embark on the road to progress – God’s way. Success is God’s will for all His creatures. We were created to have dominion (Genesis 1:26-28).

BECKONING OPPORTUNITY FOR PROGRESS

John 5:5,6; Mark 8:22-25; 10:46-52; 5:1-20; Luke 1:30-39; 1 Kings 19:15-21; 1 Samuel 9:1-27; 16:1-23.
Many sick people were by the pool of Bethesda expecting the stirring of the pool by the visiting angel (John 5:2-4). Bethesda means “house of mercy” and God was extending His hand of mercy to them.

However Christ singled out the man with the 38-year old infirmity and decided to heal him. Like God singled out others in former generations, He will single you out for blessing (John 5:5,6; Mark 8:22-25; Luke 1:30-39; 1 Kings 19:15-21; 1 Samuel 9:1-27; 16:1-23).

Christ saw this man but the man did not even know Christ for who He was (John 5:6,12-15). Christ knew that his problem was chronic (John 5:6). God knows you, your problems, your dreams and He is willing to help you.

“Wilt thou be made whole?” was the question that Christ posed to the man. The man’s answer was not straightforward. He could have missed this glorious opportunity to be healed.

All around us are beckoning opportunities inviting us to walk the path of progress. Doors of opportunity always open for those who are actively seeking. Jesus is passing by you. He is ready to bless if you only care to notice (Mark 10:46-52; 5:1-20).

Do you care enough to discover the bursting opportunities all round you? “Wilt thou be made whole?” Are you ready for progress?

BLAMING OTHERS FOR OUR PLIGHT

John 5:7; Matthew 20:6,7; 2 Kings 5:10-12; Genesis 30:1,2; 1 Samuel 30:1-6; 14:37-46; 15:9,14,15,20,21
To Christ’s simple question of “Wilt thou be made whole?”, the man gave a long and winding answer?: “Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth down before me” (John 5:7).
Christ was preparing the man for a new future but the man was glued to the old past. He started complaining about his past experience. He could have been healed if there have been people to help him get into the pool after the angelic stirring. However he has remained in his condition because he had no man to help him.

The crippled man blamed others for his 38-year ordeal and plight. He said that no man would help him get well. No friend or family member to stay by him to help take advantage of the stirred pool.

This is the problem of many people that are failures in life. They blame their failure on their parents who failed to help them, refused to pay their school fees or their teachers who don’t know how to teach or the facilities in the school that are not so good or the government that has not created a viable environment for business or their wives who have not been very supportive of their efforts etc. The list goes on and on.

“Why stand ye all the day isle?”. They are bound to reply: “Because no man hath hired us” (Matthew 20:6,7). If no man has hired you, hire yourself and get busy doing something useful with your life rather than stand idle all the day long. Read a book; spend time in prayer and evangelism. Spend time in study. Educate yourself and prepare for future opportunities.
If Naaman had gone back to Syria in his initial rage, he wouldn’t have been healed. However, he would have blamed it on Elisha because Elisha didn’t come out to lay hands on him and pray (2 Kings 5:10-12).

Don’t blame others for your problem. Stop blaming others for your lack of progress. Take responsibility for your life. Success and progress is up to you!
BASIC OBEDIENCE AND PURSUIT

John 5:7-9; Psalm 27:10; 121:1,2; 2 Timothy 4:16-18; Isaiah 60:1; Mark 3:5; Philippians 4:13; Joel 3:10
Even when there is no man to help you, God is there to help you (Psalm 27:10; 2 Timothy 4:16-18). Jesus is passing by you to help you, to extend His hand of mercy to you. A new era has come. Focus on the new possibilities. Don’t be glued to the past. Prepare to march forward to a new destiny.

Even though the man said he has no man to help him, notwithstanding Christ told him to “Rise, take up thy bed, and walk” (John 5:8).

He could have been arguing that Christ didn’t understand what he has just explained. How do I rise? I said there is no man to help me. But he didn’t do that. Forget about that handicap. Obey Christ’s instructions. Despite your handicap, pursue your dream, work towards your goal.
“And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked” (John 5:9). The man had said he had no man to help him. Christ’s answer to him was essentially: “Help yourself, rise and walk”. Get up, carry you bed, walk. The power of God is here. The resources of heaven are at your disposal. You have looked up to the hills from whence cometh your help (Psalm 121:1,2). The help has come. Arise and shine. Get up and walk. Stretch forth your hands (Isaiah 60:1; Mark 3:5). Let the weak say I am strong (Joel 3:10).
The man got up and walked and was made every whit whole again. This is what God is saying to you today. Decide what you desire and go for it. You can have or do or be anything that you desire.

BIBLICAL OVERCOMING AND PROGRESS

John 5:9; Isaiah 1:19; 60:1; Luke 11:28; 1:37; Deuteronomy 28:1-13; Proverbs 13:11; 10:4; Mark 9:23; Matthew 17:20.
The man rose up and walked (John 5:9). Those who are willing and obedient will eat the good of the land (Isaiah 1:19; Luke 11:28; Deuteronomy 28:1-13).
Are you crippled and there is no man to help you? Are you crippled in your spiritual life, family life, business, academics, etc.? Christ tells you to rise up and walk.
Notwithstanding the obvious handicap, notwithstanding the lack of human help, rise up and walk. Arise and shine. Your light has come. God’s glory has risen upon you (Isaiah 60:1). Rise up and walk away from your infirmity. Rise up and walk away from the miserable company of the defeated. Rise up and walk away from weakness and infirmity. Stop using your excuses as crutches. Drop your crutches and walk into victory.

The pool of Bethesda may be limited in the healing opportunities but a greater than the angel is here. The Healer with unlimited possibilities is here. Rise up and walk. All things are possible to him that believes. With God and with Christ, nothing shall be impossible (Mark 9:23; Matthew 17:20).

Your day of progress is here. Your time of breakthrough is here. This is the day of God’s power to arise and walk. Your sickness and defeat have come to an end. This is the day of your healing and victory.

