SLAYING THE TERRIBLE GIANT

1 Samuel 17:1-54

Every satanic operation always have a controlling giant, a strongman, a Goliath of Gath, champion of the Philistines or a prince of Persia or the king of Tyrus. Behind such a champion are innumerable followers that are ready to wreak havoc and disaster.

However when the terrible giant is slain, the satanic army scatters (1 Samuel 17:51-54). Our attention should always be directed at the strongman. When we bind the strongman, the edifices of evil are dismantled, prison doors are open and the captives are set free (Matthew 12:29; Mark 3:27; 5:8,9; Luke 11:21,22).

HISTORIC BATTLE

1 Samuel 17:1-7; 1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Timothy 4:7,8; 1 Corinthians 9:26; Ephesians 6:12,16; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5.

We are facing an enemy that is very well armed and does not take any chances (1 Samuel 17:5-7). Israel fought many battles with the Philistines but this is very historic more so because of the peculiarity of their champion (1 Samuel 17:1,4). Spiritual warfare with demonic forces is tough enough but it takes a historic dimension when Satan their champion gets personally involved and leads his troop to battle like Goliath did for the Philistines.

Goliath’s bold challenge paralysed the children of Israel and instilled fear within them (1 Samuel 17:8-11,23,24).

Even today there is a fight of faith to fight, there is spiritual warfare to engage in, we are locked in battle with terrible giants. The battle line has been drawn, the trumpet has sounded, go out and fight! (1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Timothy 4:7,8; 1 Corinthians 9:26; Ephesians 6:12,16; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5).

HUMBLE BEGINNING

1 Samuel 17:34-37; Zechariah 4:10; Haggai 2:3,4; Isaiah 60:22; Job 8:7; Mark 4:28,29,32; Luke 8:40; 7:11-16; John 11:39-44.

No soldier becomes an experienced general overnight. All generals start their lives as humble recruits. Training and testing paves the way for advancement and promotion.

David’s confrontation with Goliath was not his first fight. Defending God’s flock from the vicious attack of the uncircumcised Philistine was not his first taste of conflict. He started his life of warfare in the humble calling of a shepherd. He was tending his father’s flock when he confronted a lion and a bear and killed them (1 Samuel 17:34-37).

We must never despise the days of small beginning (Zechariah 4:10; Haggai 2:3,4; Isaiah 60:22; Job 8:7). Every little victory instils courage to face greater challenges. Manifestation of power has a progressive development. Consider the dead that Jesus raised up – they followed a pattern of increasing difficulty (Luke 8:40; 7:11-16; John 11:39-44).

HOLY BOLDNESS

1 Samuel 17:16,26-33,37,47; 2 Chronicles 20:15; 32:8; Proverbs 28:1; Acts 13:8-12,44-46; Romans 8:31; Hebrews 13:6; Psalm 118:6; Numbers 13:30; 14:9.

David’s reaction to the blasphemous challenge of Goliath was one of fury at such action. He was prepared to go and fight Goliath and bring to an end the reproach and the 40-day stalemate (1 Samuel 17:16,26).

David’s holy boldness in wanting to confront Goliath came to Saul’s attention (1 Samuel 17:31). What a glorious response: “Let no man’s heart fail because of him; thy servant will go and fight this Philistines” (1 Samuel 17:32).

Despite the faithless persuasion and deterrence of Saul, David was determined to do battle with Goliath (1 Samuel 17:33,37). His courage, confidence and boldness was as a result of the assurance of God’s backing (1 Samuel 17:47; 2 Chronicles 20:15; 32:8; Proverbs 28:1; Acts 13:8-12,44-46; Romans 8:31; Hebrews 13:6; Psalm 118:6; Numbers 13:30; 14:9).

HEAVEN’S BACKING

1 Samuel 17:37,45-51; Ephesians 6:11-18; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Psalm 60:12; 108:13; 44:5; 56:9; 2 Chronicles 20:15; 32:8.

When David faced the terrible giant Goliath, God did not leave him alone to face the battle. God backed him up. David had depended upon divine preservation and backing and he got it (1 Samuel 17:37,45-51).

We must never forget that “the battle is the Lord’s” (1 Samuel 17:47; 2 Chronicles 20:15).

Never depend upon the arms of flesh which are weak and useless (Jeremiah 17:5). Never depend upon human weapons that will only weigh you down and make you unfit for the battle (1 Samuel 17:38,39). Put on the whole armour of God, use the weapons of your warfare that are mighty through God and energised by divine power (1 Samuel 17:40,49; Ephesians 6:11-18; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5).

