SERVICE: LOVE IN WORK CLOTHES

True love will expend itself in serving others. God so loved the world He gave His only begotten Son. The Son demonstrated His love for the world by serving us (Mark 10:45; Matthew 20:28; Philippians 2:4; 1 Corinthians 13:5; 10:24; Romans 15:1,2). True service is indeed love in work clothes.

We cannot claim to love God and be idle in His vineyard. What contribution in terms of service are you going to render to the King of kings? Are you ready to stake your life for Him?

Complaints about lack of time is actually a disguise for lack of love. We always create time to do the things we love and serve the people we love. We always give priority to the things that matter to us. If the service of God is truly our priority, we will find ways to render due service to Him that loved us and gave Himself for us. What sacrifice is too great to make for Him who left His glory to die for you a wretched sinner?

POSSIBILITY OF LOVELESS SERVICE

1 Corinthians 13:3; Philippians 1:15-18; Proverbs 23:7,8; 1 Samuel 16:7; 15:22; Psalm 51:16,17; Hosea 6:6.

Service comes in different shapes and sizes, colours and disguises. There can be sincere service but also service with a hidden agenda. Service can come from a pure heart and be rendered in love or from a polluted heart and given as a mere tradition or requirement of culture.

Sacrifice and service that are not rooted and grounded in love are possible: “And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profitteth me nothing” (1 Corinthians 13:3).

God does not only look at the external action, he considers the root of the action as well. What is the internal motivation and intention behind the action. An individual can invite you to a meal physically but does not really mean it from the heart (Proverbs 23:7,8).

Man only looks at the outward but God evaluates from the inside (1 Samuel 16:7). The external deed that God commends is the one that is the outgrowth of internal grace and godliness.

PRIORITY OF LIVING SACRIFICE

Romans 12:1,2; Genesis 35:1-5; 1 Timothy 2:9; 1 Peter 3:3; Isaiah 52:11; Ephesians 4:17; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18; 1 Corinthians 6:15-20; 3:16,17.

As far as God is concerned, our service starts with our being. God is concerned with BEING before DOING. Are you a child of God? Do you really live what you profess?

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye PRESENT YOUR BODIES A LIVING SACRIFICE, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your REASONABLE SERVICE” (Romans 12:1).

Many christians complain about the restrictions in the christian life. They have forgotten that freedom is relative. There is no absolute freedom in every area of life. A single person who is a christian has a choice of who to marry (this is glorious freedom) but he/she is not allowed sex as long as he/she is single (this is restriction). A married person who is a believer is permanently attached to one partner (a restriction) but can enjoy sex in that state (a great liberty).

A goat that is earmarked as a sacrifice does not have the freedom to roam about the village like other goats. It is kept under leash in readiness for the sacrifice. The believer who is a living sacrifice can not roam about and walk in the vanity of his mind like other gentiles (Ephesians 4:17).

Your body is meant to be a living sacrifice – holy, acceptable not to yourself but to God. This is where your reasonable service begins.

Real sacrifice is laying down our lives for God and the brethren (1 John 3:16-18; John 15:13). How can a person that cannot lay down her jerry curl, Bob Marley hairdo, lipstick, earrings, slit skirt, bangles etc. or his chains, alcohol, cigarettes, etc. lay down his/her life? If you cannot lay down your body (hands, legs, eyes, ears, mouth, etc.) as a living sacrifice, you cannot lay down your life which is more than your body as a living sacrifice for God.

Conduct a funeral for the unholy things in your life as Jacob did at Shechem (Genesis 35:1-5; 1 Timothy 2:9; 1 Peter 3:3).

PATTERN OF LOVE-BASED SERVICE

Galatians 5:13; 1 Thessalonians 1:3; Hebrews 6:10; Mark 10:45; Matthew 20:28; Philippians 2:4; 1 Corinthians 13:5; 10:24; 16:15; 15:10; Romans 15:1,2; Acts 15:26; John 21:15-17; 2 Samuel 23:15-17.

Christ loved His disciples and He loved them to the very end (John 13:1). However He was among them as He that serves (Luke 22:24-27; Matthew 20:25-28; Mark 10:42-45). True service is love in work clothes. The scriptures refers to it as “labour of love” (1 Thessalonians 1:3; Hebrews 6:10).

Love-based service and sacrifice is always a sweet savour unto God and will never go unrewarded (Hebrews 6:10; Philippians 4:18; 1 Corinthians 15:58).

The scriptures talk of “by love serve one another” (Galatians 5:13). True service looks for the welfare of others (Mark 10:45; Matthew 20:28; Philippians 2:4; 1 Corinthians 13:5; 10:24; Romans 15:1,2).

There have been people in the scriptures who were said to: “have addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints” (1 Corinthians 16:15), “have hazarded their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ ” (Acts 15:26).

If you claim to love Christ more than fish like Peter, His commission to you is “Feed my lambs, feed my sheep” (John 21:15-17). If you claim to love Christ more than others like Paul, then you will be “in labours more abundant” (2 Corinthians 11:23; 1 Corinthians 15:10).

Consider the risk and sacrifice that David’s men experienced in getting water for him from the hold (2 Samuel 23:15-17).

Can you take such risk for Jesus our King? Can you make such sacrifice for the King of kings?

“And who then is willing to consecrate his service this day unto the Lord” (1 Chronicles 29:5).

