SCATTERING, GATHERING AND GROWING

The two words “scatter” and “gather” have great implications especially in the New Testament. There is a sense in which God wants us to scatter and another sense in which He does not want us to scatter. There is a sense in which gathering is good and there is another sense in which it is not desirable.

The duty of the wise believer is to discern the divine balance – to gather when God wants and to scatter when God desires. When we follow this divine balance, stability and growth will always be the result.

There are believers who because of personal insecurity always like the church to gather together because this gives them a sense of security. Believer’s gathering is not a shelter from phobias and insecurity, it is a place to get equipped to boldly and courageously face the tough challenges of the rough and tumble world. Others, because of personal ego are prone to individualism and detest any sort of gathering together. They feel lost, demeaned, unnoticed, marginalised in a crowd. God will never change His demand for fellowship in order to make such believers to feel at home. We must grow up and get accustomed to the divine balance.

FELLOWSHIP: SCATTERING OR GATHERING?

Psalm 133:1; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; Exodus 17:9-16; Matthew 12:30; 18:20; Luke 11:23; 9:49,50; Mark 9:38-40; Hebrews 10:25; Acts 2:42,46

When it comes to fellowship in the body of Christ, the Lord desires unity and dwelling together (Psalm 133:1).

The Lord desires that there will be no division, disunity, schisims in His body (1 Corinthians 12: ).

Scattering when it relates to fellowship produces individualism which ultimately results in weakness and loss of mutual support. It is destructive (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12).

Gathering togethr produces an organic unity which issues forth in mutual support and encouragement, produces a united, victorious army, an unbeatable team, an invincible group (Exodus 17:9-16; Judges ).

We have been positively enjoined “not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching” (Hebrews 10:25).

Exhorting one another is only possible if there is fellowship through gathering together. Fellowship was part of the life of the early church (Acts 2:42,46). We either gather with Christ or scatter abroad (Matthew 12:30; Luke 11:23; 9:49,50; Mark 9:38-40). Fellowship is gathering together in Jesus’ name (Matthew 18:20).

FRUITFULNESS: SCATTERING TO GATHER

Luke 10:1; Acts 8:1,4-8; 11:19-23; 1:8; Mark 16:15; Matthew 28:19; Luke 24:47; John 20:21

The church is not meant to be a social club that becomes exclusive and completely closed to outsiders. Christ expects new people to come into His body through salvation.

We gather together in fellowship, we scatter abroad for fruitfulness. Christ sent out the disciples two by two. He scattered them among the people to go and win souls (Luke 10:1).

The congregation that remains permanently gathered in fellowship without scattering to evangelise is no longer fulfilling God’s purpose in gathering. We are to gather for mutual encouragement and comfort, recoup strength, receive knowledge, get endued with power and then go out to win souls for Christ.

God can use persecution and all sorts of things and events to scatter us when we refuse to scatter willingly (Acts 8:1,4-8; 11:19-23). The scattering of the early church produced much spiritual fruit for “a great number believed, and turned unto the Lord” (Acts 11:21).

Christ sent the disciples “two and two … into EVERY city and place” (Luke 10:1). His method has not changed. “Go ye into ALL the world, and preach the gospel to EVERY creature” is still His word to us today (Mark 16:15; Matthew 28:19; Luke 24:47; John 20:21; Acts 1:8).

FAITHFULNESS: STABILITY AND GROWTH

Luke 10:1,17; Mark 6:30,31; Ecclesiastes 3:1,5; Exodus 25:9,40; 40:16,33-35; John 8:29; 1 John 3:22

Faithfulness to Christ’s mandate in the Great Commission will produce stability and growth. When we gather for the right reasons, it will produce stability. When we scatter for the right reasons, it will produce growth.

Scattering when we ought to gather will tear the church apart. Gathering when we ought to scatter will result in suffocation. Either way, when we depart from the divine plan and pattern, when we don’t follow the divine balance, confusion, decay and ultimate destruction will be the result.

There is a time to scatter and a time to gather (Luke 10:1,17; Mark 6:30,31; Ecclesiastes 3:1,5).

Faithfulness to the divine plan, pattern and balance is the only way to stability and growth in the local church for this is the only thing that will guarantee Christ’s presence, power and blessings (Exodus 25:9,40; 40:16,33-35; John 8:29; 1 John 3:22).

A ship in a harbour is safe but that

is not what ships were built for.

