SATAN: THE BELIEVER’S ADVERSARY
The word Satan in the English language is derived from the Aramaic (Hebrew) form of Satan as used in the Old Testament and the Greek form derived from the Aramaic which is Satanas as used in the New Testament. 

The word Satan means an adversary. Without the article, the Hebrew is sometimes used in a general sense to denote who is an opponent, an adversary. It was used of an angel of the Lord who stood as “an adversary” in Balaam’s way (Numbers 22:22). This is infact the first occurrence of the word Satan in the Old Testament. It was used of David as a possible opponent in battle (1 Samuel 29:4). It was used of a political adversary (1 Kings 11:14) and of other men (Psalm 38:20; 71:13; 109:6,20,29).
With the article, the word is a proper noun used for Satan himself who is the ultimate adversary of God and man. In the New Testament, the word is always used of Satan, the adversary of (a) God and Christ (Matthew 4:10; 12:26; Mark 1:13; 3:23,26; 4:15; Luke 4:8; 11:18; 22:3; John 13:27), (b) of God’s people (Luke 22:31; Acts 5:3; Romans 16:20; 1 Corinthians 5:5; 7:5; 2 Corinthians 2:11; 11:14; 12:7; 1 Thessalonians 2:18; 1 Timothy 1:20; 5:15; Revelation 2:9,13,24; 3:9), (c) of mankind in general (Luke 13:16; Acts 26:18; 2 Thessalonians 2:9; Revelation 12:9; 20:7).
ORIGIN AND PERSONALITY OF SATAN

Isaiah 14:12-15; Ezekiel 28:11-19; Revelation 12:1-15; 2 Corinthians 4:3,4; Ephesians 2:1-3; John 8:44.
So many myths and legends abound about Satan. Most of them only help to shield man from insight into Satan’s sinister activities.

Satan is more than a mythical character in fairy tales. Those who object to the doctrine of a personal Satan are nevertheless affected by his evil designs and deeds. Satan is not simply the personification of evil influences in the heart. Satan tempted Adam and Eve even in their original sinless states. He tempted Christ, in whose heart no evil thought could ever have arisen (Genesis 3:1-6; John 14:30; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 4:15; 7:26; 1 Peter 2:22,23). 

The scripture unhesitatingly affirms the existence of Satan. Satan’s distinct personality and activities are recognized and asserted in both the Old and the New Testaments of the Bible.

Satan is a created being and the scriptures gives us some details about his origin. He was created as God’s archangel and named Lucifer, son of the morning. He was extremely wise and handsome. He decided to usurp authority, dethrone God and enthrone himself as the ultimate one to be worshipped. His rebellion led to war and his eventual expulsion from heaven (Isaiah 14:12-15; Ezekiel 28:11-19; Revelation 12:1-15).
Now that he couldn’t reign and have dominion in heaven, he came to the earth and wrested the regency of the earth from Adam and Eve. He dethroned them and became the god of this world. Just as heaven belonged to God, the world was man’s dominion. But now we have lost its control to Satan (Psalm 115:16; 2 Corinthians 4:3,4; John 14:30).

ORIGINATOR AND PERPETRATOR OF SIN

Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13; Genesis 3:1-6; 1 Chronicles 21:1; John 8:44; 1 John 3:8; Ephesians 2:2.
Satan by his rebellion and coup d’etat became a sinner. His wisdom became perverted, sensual wisdom (James 3:13-18). His character became perverted, corrupted and sinful. He became a liar and the father of lies (John 8:44; 1 John 3:8). He became a murderer and the motivator of murderers.
Satan incites, excites, motivates and encourages men to sin. He lures, entices and tempts men to sin (Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13; Genesis 3:1-6; 1 Chronicles 21:1). He perpetrates sin in all its forms. Satan is the spirit behind all forms of disobedience to God (Ephesians 2:2).

Although Satan is the originator and the perpetrator of sin, we cannot blame our sins on Satan. We are personally responsible for what we do (Ezekiel 18:4).

Although Satan is powerful, he does not possess the power to make us to act against our will. He can only tempt, lure, pressurize, entice, incite, excite, motivate, he cannot force us to do that which we don’t want to do.

OPPOSER AND PRESSURIZER OF SAINTS

Zechariah 3:1-5; 1 Chronicles 21:1; Matthew 13:3-8,18,19,24-30,38,39; Mark 4:15; Luke 8:12; 2 Corinthians 4:3,4; 1 Thessalonians 2:18.
Satan fought against God and lost (Revelation 12:1-15; Isaiah 14:12-17). He fought against God’s archangel Michael and lost (Jude 9). He fought against Joshua the High Priest and lost (Zechariah 3:1-5).

Satan is the opposer of saints, the adversary. He opposes everything that has to do with God and His Kingdom. He snatches the word of God sown in the hearts of the unsaved and inattentive and careless hearers (Matthew 13:3-8,18,19; Mark 4:15; Luke 8:12), sows his agents or counterfeit Christians (tares) among the children of the kingdom (Matthew 13:24-30,38,39), blinds the minds of people to the gospel (2 Corinthians 4:3,4). He not only makes people to reject the truth, he induces them to accept his lie (2 Thessalonians 2:9,10).
Our spiritual warfare today is still directed towards Satan as the head of his wicked kingdom (Ephesians 6:11-18). Satan is still prancing for preys () and is constantly hindering the work of God (1 Thessalonians 2:18).

Don’t allow Satan to put you under pressure to commit sin or abandon God or the way of truth. Mount a spiritual offensive against him and resist him. You put him under pressure until he runs away from you (Ephesians 6:11-18; James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:8,9).

OPPRESSOR AND PERSECUTOR OF THE STRAYING
Ecclesiastes 10:8; Psalm 119:67; 107:17,11,12; 1 John 3:8; Acts 10:38; Luke 13:16; Job 1:11-22; 2:4-7;  2 Corinthians 12:7.
Satan specializes in oppression, affliction, persecution and buffeting of people. To break the hedge of protection that God has built around you is to give the Old Serpent the opportunity to strike and bite (Ecclesiastes 10:8). To go astray is to give room to satanic affliction (Psalm 119:67; 107:17,11,12).

Christ came to destroy the works of Satan, to end satanic oppression in people’s lives (1 John 3:8; Acts 10:38; Luke 1`3:16).

Under divinely imposed limitations, Satan may be instrumental in causing physical affliction or financial loss (Job 1:11-22; 2:4-7; Luke 13:16; 2 Corinthians 12:7; Acts 10:38). The messenger of Satan buffeted Paul the apostle (2 Corinthians 12:7).

God has promised to rebuke the devourer for our sakes (Malachi 3:8-12; Zechariah 3:1-5). However, this is only possible when our own obedience is complete (2 Corinthians 10:5,6; 1 John 5:18; Isaiah 54:14-17;  1 Peter 3:13; Romans 8:31,33,37).

OVERCOMING OF PERSEVERING SAINTS

Malachi 3:8-12; Zechariah 3:1-5; 1 John 5:18; Revelation 12:10,11; Romans 16:20; Luke 13:11-16; Acts 10:38; Isaiah 10:27; 61:1-3; 54:14-17; Nahum 1:9; Jeremiah 20:11; Romans 8:31,33,37.
The steadfast believer has God’s promise of victory over Satan (Malachi 3:8-12; Zechariah 3:1-5; 1 John 5:18). We overcome Satan by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of our testimony (Revelation 12:10,11). Satan will be bruised under our feet shortly (Romans 16:20).
Every soul that Satan has bound no matter how long can receive deliverance (Luke 13:11-16). Oppression can be a thing of the past. Your affliction after disappearing today will not rise a second time (Acts 10:38; Isaiah 10:27; 61:1-3; 54:14-17; Nahum 1:9).

There is no need to be afraid of Satan. The Lord is with us as a mighty terrible one (Jeremiah 20:11). If God be for us, not even Satan can be against us. We are more than conquerors (Romans 8:31,33,37).

