SAPH: SUBDUING THE DECEPTIVE GIANT
2 Samuel 21:18; 1 Chronicles 20:4
The enemy is very unrelenting in his pursuit of a possible conquest. Though Goliath has been slain and Ishbibenob has been destroyed, they fielded another giant: Saph by name.
Every defeat puts a new impetus in the enemy. The enemy goes back to re-gather, re-engineer new strategies, re-launch a new attack with the hope of victory (2 Samuel 5:17-25; 1 Kings 20:20-30). This scheme has been used with repetitive constancy in the scriptures that the wise believer will be prepared for a fresh burst of satanic attack after a recent victory. The enemy has refused to quit despite constant defeat.

We cannot afford to relax. We are in the battlefield and are here for the long term. We are ready for a showdown with the devil any time. Be it Goliath, Ishbibenob or Saph, through God we shall triumph valiantly for He it is that shall push down our enemies (Psalm 60:12; 108:13).

GLORIOUS NAME OF THE DECEPTIVE GIANT

2 Samuel 21:18; 1 Chronicles 20:4; Acts 13:6-12; 8:5-24; Exodus 20:3-6; 34:7,14; Deuteronomy 5:7-10.
This new giant is called Saph (2 Samuel 21:18) or Sippai (1 Chronicles 20:4). The name Saph means “Jehovah is preserver”. What a good name but it was a deceptive name. Jehovah can never preserve oppressive giants that have made the destruction of His people a priority. However this giant asserted that this was so and he had his name to prove it.

It was a deceptive strategy to lure Israel to sleep and complacence. To be carried away by the glorious name, well-meaning name of a giant is to end up prematurely in the grave.

Barjesus was the name of the Jewish sorcerer Elymas. Barjesus means “son of Jesus” – good name but a bad man. His name was contrary to his practice. He was holding people like Sergius Paulus captive (Acts 13:6-12). To be carried away by the good name of Barjesus or Simon, the sorcerer in Samaria, is to allow yourself to e bewitched and put into captivity (Acts 13:6-12; 8:5-24).
To be carried away by the good name of Saph is to pave the way for sudden destruction and death in the hands of the deceptive giant.
Many idolatrous names in our culture fall into this category – good name but the pathway into captivity.

Ogunbusola – Ogun can never add to your wealth. Ultimately, Ogun will bring you to poverty, deprivation and captivity.

Fatimilehin – Ifa can never support you or give you a backing. It will ultimately pull the seat from under you, undermine your efforts and reduce you to nothing.

Fadamisi – Ifa can never preserve you. Captivity and death is Ifa’s stock in trade.

Sangowanwa – Any visit from Sango can only bring you a claptrap of thunder, lightning and destruction.

Famoroti – To depend and lean on Ifa is to experience untold disappointment.

Many other names like Fayemi, Fagbemi, Orisagbemi, Sangodola, Ogunyemi, Oyagbemi are glorious names promising what they can never deliver. Such names can only bring divine curse into your life (Exodus 20:3-6; 34:7,14; Deuteronomy 5:7-10).

GREAT NEMESIS FROM THE DEADLY GIANT

2 Samuel 21:15-17; 1 Chronicles 20:4; 1 Samuel 17:8-11,24; 1 Kings 20:30-34; 22:1-3,31-37; 2 Kings 6:8-33; 8:7-10.
Ishbibenob came with an open agenda. His name which means “dweller on the mount” suggested somebody out for a showdown. He had improved on Goliath’s armour and was ready for a kill (2 Samuel 21:15-17).

Ishbibenob made no secret of his intention. Everything about him spoke of a person that was heading for a decisive battle.

Now that Ishbibenob has been slain, the old enemy came again and lined up another giant. Almost nothing is known about Saph – the nature of his armour, his strategy and intention, etc. It was as if everything about him is kept secret. Even his name was planned to deceive Israel – Saph – “Jehovah is preserver”.
Despite the secrecy surrounding Saph and the deceptiveness of his name, yet Saph was a deadly giant that was ready to unleash great destruction on Israel.

Benhadad may pretend to be gentle and repentant, he is a cobra that will strike and that in a deadly way (1 Kings 20:30-34; 22:1-3,31-37; 2 Kings 6:8-33; 8:7-10).

GREAT NEWS OF THE DESTROYED GIANT
2 Samuel 21:18; 1 Chronicles 20:4; Proverbs 25:25; 15:30; Revelation 12:10,11; Romans 16:20; Luke 9:1,2; 10:17.
“Then Sibbechai the Hushathite slew Saph, which was of the sons of the giant” (2 Samuel 21:18). Like father, like son indeed.

Just like the other giants before him, Saph, the present giant was slain. Praise the name of the Lord!

“At which time Sibbechai the Hushathite slew Sippai, that was of the children of the giant: AND THEY WERE SUBDUED” (1 Chronicles 20:4).

Every deceptive giant that plans to subtly destroy you will be slain and that unrelenting enemy that is always instigating new and fresh battles will be subdued in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Thank God that this giant also fell. He was destroyed by another of David’s men. What a great news this will be to Israel again.
With every new victory, the devil will raise a new battle but the Lord will always give us the victory. At every new level, there is a new devil. However, with every new devil, there will also be a new dominion.
We heard great news in the past – Goliath died and Ishbibenob died. The fresh, good and great news is this: Saph is slain and the enemy is subdued! Oh what a glory! Such good news cannot but encourage the heart (Proverbs 25:25; 15:30).
