SALVATION THROUGH THE SAVIOUR’S GRACE
It is an established Bible doctrine that salvation comes through the Saviour’s grace. The scripture speaks of “the grace of God that bringeth salvation” (Titus 2:11) as well as “for by grace are ye saved through faith” (Ephesians 2:8).

However, the story of blind Bartimaeus well illustrates this doctrine and Bible theme. His physical blindness was miraculously taken away through the Saviour’s mercy and grace. Our spiritual blindness can also be eliminated through the Saviour’s grace. There is a process in it that is so evident.

GARMENT OF SIN

Mark 10:50; Isaiah 59:1-3; 55:6,7; 64:6; Ephesians 4:22-32; 2 Kings 2:12-15; John 9:39-41; Proverbs 3:34; Hebrews 11:31; James 4:4; 1 John 2:15-17; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; 7:31; Galatians 5:19-21.
God is willing to save but sin has created a great hinderance (Isaiah 59:1-3). God’s salvation follows a total abandonment of sin and forsaking of every form of iniquity (Isaiah 55:6,7).

Jesus told people to call blind Bartimaeus to come unto Him. Bartimaeus’ response is very instructive: “And he, casting away his garment, rose, and came to Jesus” (Mark 10:50).

If we desire to come to Jesus to receive salvation of soul and spiritual eyesight, we need to cast away our garment of sin as Bartimaeus did. This is very important in the following specific areas:

(1) Garment of self righteousness and morality

All our self righteousnesses are as filthy as the beggar’s garment that Bartimaeus was wearing. The scriptures refers to all morality emanating from human will as filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6). We need to cast off this garment (Romans 3:10-23).

(2) Garment of self and the old man

If like Lucifer “I” is on the throne of our hearts, God cannot reign there. We need to dethrone self and allow God to reign unrivalled (Isaiah 14:12-17). Let the King of glory enter in! (Psalm 24:7-10). Except we mortify the flesh and put off the old man, we cannot put on the new man (Ephesians 4:22-32; Colossians 3:5,8-14).

(3) Garment of human effort and weakness

Are you trying to please God through self effort and religious exertions? Works can never save. We are not saved by what we do but by what He has done. “It is finished!”. Redemption is accomplished and applied (Ephesians 2:9; Romans 3:21,28; 4:6; John 19:30). Elisha must cast off the garment of human effort and weakness in order to receive the divine anointing and the new mantle of power and strength (2 Kings 2:12-15).

(4) Garment of pride and haughtiness

The Pharisees were so proud and therefore their sin could not be forgiven but rather remained (Luke 18:13,14; John 9:39-41). The publican humbled himself and was justified (Luke 18:13,14). Those who are haughty and highminded cannot receive the grace of God. God resists the proud but gives grace unto the humble (1 Peter 5:5,6; Proverbs 3:34).
(5) Garment of immorality and worldliness

Rahab must abandon prostitution before she can come into the covenant community (Joshua 2:1-23; 6:1-24; Hebrews 11:31). Friendship with the world is enmity with God (James 4:4). Love not the world is God’s prescription (1 John 2:15-17). We must abandon the iniquity, perversion, styles, fashion, taste and practices of the world (1 Corinthians 6:9-11; 7:31; Galatians 5:19-21).
GARMENT OF SALVATION

Mark 10:50-52; Isaiah 30:1; 61:10; Revelation 21:2; 7:13,14; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18; Ephesians 4:22-24; 2 Kings 2:12-15.
The moment Bartimaeus cast away his filthy garment, he was on his way to blessing (Mark 10:50-52). If we cast off the garment of the flesh and of Egypt, then we can be covered with the garment of God’s Spirit (Isaiah 30:1).

Coming out of sin and compromise, idolatry and darkness gives us the privilege of becoming God’s sons and daughters (2 Corinthians 6:14-18).

If we put off the old man, then we will be able to put on the new man which is created in righteousness and true holiness (Ephesians 4:22-24).

As Elisha cast off his garment of weakness and received the mantle of power and strength, so also can we (2 Kings 2:12-15).

As we cast off the garment of worldliness that estranges us from God, God will adorn us as a bride for Christ “for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteouness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels” (Isaiah 61:10; Revelation 21:2).

As we cast off the spotted garment of sin, we will be clothed with the robe of righteousness (Isaiah 61:10; Revelation 7:13,14).

GRACE THROUGH SUPPLICATION

Mark 10:46-52; Romans 10:13; Luke 18:13,14; 1 John 1:9; Psalm 51:1-5; Proverbs 28:13; Ephesians 2:8; Titus 2:11
Bartimaeus received his sight in response to supplication. He cried unto the Lord. He asked and received but not because he merited it but because of God’s grace – mercy shown to the undeserving and the ill-deserving.
It is whosoever shall CALL on the name of the Lord that shall be saved (Romans 10:13). The publican prayed: “God be merciful to me a sinner” (Luke 18:13,14).

There must be contrition for sin, confession of sin and plea for divine pardon and forgiveness on the basis of Christ’s atoning sacrifice. We need to pray repenting of our sins and appropriating the grace and forgiveness of Calvary (1 John 1:9; Psalm 51:1-5; Proverbs 28:13; Ephesians 2:8; Titus 2:11). If you will pray, the grace of God will bring salvation your way.

