RIGHTEOUSNESS: FROM IMPUTATION

TO IMPLEMENTATION

Righteousness is not a darling word in modern christianity. It raises the air of stuffiness and outmodedness in many circles. Many are satisfied with permissive christianity where every one does what is right in his own eyes.

God’s truth is still absolute in this age of relativism and righteousness is still God’s fundamental standard that does not age or get outmoded. God is ever righteous. There is no unrighteousness in Him.

“He that DOETH righteousness is righteous, even as He is righteous” (1 John 3:7).

IMPUTED AND POSITIONAL

Genesis 15:6; Galatians 3:6-9,13-14; Romans 3:24-31; 4:3-7; James 2:23; Psalm 32:1-5; 2 Corinthians 5:14-21

The Bible teaches righteousness by imputation. God imputed righteousness unto Abraham (Genesis 15:6; Galatians 3:6; Romans 4:3-5; James 2:23).

This righteousness relates directly to conversion. It was the righteousness of justification by faith. Essentially this is the starting point of the journey into divine righteousness.

David also gave a revelation of righteousness by imputation (Romans 4:6,7; Psalm 32:1,2).

Imputation is the act of God in salvation whereby He accounts the believer righteous in Christ because Christ bore his sins and because he has properly repented of his sins and met God’s terms of reconciliation (Romans 3:24-31; 4:1-25; 2 Corinthians 5:14-21; Galatians 3:6-9,13-14).

Abraham left his country, kindred, idolatry and sin. He obeyed God’s call to a new life faith and trust in God. His repentance and faith was counted unto him for righteousness as God justified him. Have you repented like Abraham? Have you heard and responded to God’s call to a new life? (Genesis 12:1-3; Psalm 32:1-5).

IMPARTED AND POSSESSED

Matthew 6:33; Hosea 10:12; Psalm 132:9; 2 Peter 1:4; 2 Corinthians 7:1; 1 Thessalonians 5:23,24; Ephesians 5:25-27.

However beyond the righteousness that comes by imputation is one that comes by impartation. Our faith is not only reckoned unto us for righteousness, our heart receives a definite impartation of the divine nature. We become partakers of the divine nature (2 Peter 1:4).

This righteousness is God’s own righteousness. When we seek it, He bestows it upon us (Matthew 6:33; Hosea 10:12; Psalm 132:9).

This is a definite deposit of God’s nature, a tangible gift from the Lord made manifest in our hearts.

IMPLEMENTED AND PRACTICAL 

James 2:17-26; 1 John 3:7; 2 Corinthians 8:18-22; 7:2; Hebrews 13:18,21; Romans 12:17; Acts 6:1-7; 10:22; 16:1,2; Nehemiah 5:15; 2 Kings 5:16; 12:15; 22:7; 1 Kings 13:8; 2 Samuel 18:12; 1 Samuel 12:4; Numbers 16:15

Christendom is full of distortions of the truth that give false hopes and consolation to people. Many have elevated faith above all things. The faith that brings imputation of righteousness must go ahead to issue forth in gracious works (James 2:17-26). Faith without corresponding action is dead (James 2:17,20,26).

“He that DOETH righteousness is righteous, even as He is righteous” (1 John 3:7).

Just as sin can be committed, righteousness can be “done” (1 John 3:8,7). Sin comes in two ways. There is inherited sin as from Adam but there is also committed sin which is the deed of the individual. So also righteousness is two-fold: one that comes by imputation and impartation and one that is the act of the individual. Just as committed sin is the result of the inherited nature of sin, so also must righteous acts be the result of imputed and imparted righteousness.

If truly God has imparted His righteousness unto us and if we have truly partaken of the divine nature and possessed His righteousness, then we will do righteousness.

Every invisible, inward grace will manifest itself in a visible, outward change and gracious act. Righteousness within will lead to righteousness without. Claiming to be the righteousness of God in Christ by positive confession is not sufficient, there must be a practical life marked by righteousness. Our righteousness must not only be visible to God but also to man (2 Corinthians 8:18-22; 7:2; Hebrews 13:18,21; Romans 12:17; Acts 6:1-7; 10:22; 16:1,2; Nehemiah 5:15; 2 Kings 5:16; 12:15; 22:7; 1 Kings 13:8; 2 Samuel 18:12; 1 Samuel 12:4; Numbers 16:15).

May God help us to possess the kind of practical righteousness in the life of Joseph who lived in difficult circumstances in a foreign land (Genesis 39:1-15).

