REPENT AND BELIEVE

The world is looking for a new message but her redemption lies in the old message: Repent and Believe!
Repentance may not be a fashionable word in many circles but it is the only thing that moves God to save us. True repentance is always a turning away from sin to serve the living and true God (1 Thessalonians 1:9). It is COMING OUT of something and GOING INTO another. We turn our backs against sin and we walk in the righteousness of God. We abandon Satan as our master and accept Christ as our new Lord. We forsake the morality that comes by self-effort and works and appropriate the righteousness that comes from God and through faith.

“Repent and Believe” is the foundational message of the christian faith. Raising a christian superstructure without this essential foundation is like building on the sand (Matthew 4:17; 7:24-27; Mark 1:15).

Have you truly repented? Have you sincerely believed in Christ? Have you brought forth fruits meet for repentance? (Matthew 3:8).

UNCOMPROMISING MESSAGE OF CHRIST

Mark 1:15; 6:7,12; Luke 13:1-5; 24:46-48; Matthew 4:17; Acts 2:38; 3:19; 17:30; Titus 2:11,12.

John the Baptist the forerunner of Jesus Christ came preaching repentance and the remission of sins (Matthew 3:1,2,6,8-11; Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3,7-14). He proclaimed the nearness of the kingdom of God.

Although Jesus Christ brought the love and grace of God, this did not negate the message of repentance or render it obsolete. Repentance and forsaking of sin is still essential before we can enjoy the mercy, love and grace of God (Proverbs 28:13; Isaiah 55:7; Titus 2:11,12).

Christ was uncompromising in preaching the message of repentance. Repentance was the keynote of His message. His earthly ministry was ushered in with this message (Matthew 4:17; Mark 1:15). He sent His disciples to preach the same message and they did (Mark 6:7,12). He commissioned them to continue with the message of repentance after His departure to heaven and they did (Luke 24:46-48; Acts 2:38; 3:19; 17:30).

For those who came to Christ in self-justification, His emphatic message to them was that except they repent, they will surely perish (Luke 13:1-5).

UNIVERSAL MESSAGE TO THE CHRISTLESS

Acts 17:30; 2:38; 3:19; Matthew 3:1,2,6,8-11; 4:17; Mark 1:4,15; Luke 3:3,7-14; 13:1-5; 24:46-48; Proverbs 28:13; Isaiah 55:6,7.

“And the times of this ignorance God winked at; BUT NOW COMMANDETH ALL MEN EVERY WHERE TO REPENT” (Acts 17:30).

Before we hear the true message of salvation in a clear way, we may be fettered by sin, enmeshed in idolatry, glued to wickedness and be claiming ignorance of the way to salvation. God has overlooked those times as times of ignorance. Now that we have heard the gospel in clear terms, how can we still claim ignorance.

(1) “BUT NOW” - Repentance is not to be put off till tomorrow or a more convenient season which may never come like in the case of Felix and of those that died in the great Chicago fire (Acts 24:24,25; James 4:13-15). TODAY is the day of salvation for why will you perish when the way of redemption is open? (2 Corinthians 6:2; Isaiah 55:6; Ezekiel 33:11).

(2) “COMMANDETH” – Repentance is not a suggestion or an option, it is a divine commandment. It is either repent or perish. There is no middle ground (Luke 13:1-5). Those who refuse to repent and receive God’s pardon are definitely bound to experience His wrath and judgement. Will you heed His command to repent TODAY?

(3) “ALL MEN” – This cuts across every classification and segmentation of men in the world. ALL MEN irrespective of the gender (male and female), age (old and young), social status (elite, noble or rabble), position (leaders or ordinary citizens), educational attainment (literate or illiterate), moral condition (extremely sinful or moralist), cultural class (first class, second class or under class), race (Jew or Gentile), economic status (rich or poor), political situation (bond or free), religious persuasion (religious or irreligious) are called to repent.

(4) “EVERY WHERE” – Whatever country or place of abode, technologically advanced or a rural economy, city, suburb or in the jungle, all men everywhere are called to repentance.

UNCHANGING MESSAGE FOR THE CHURCH

Luke 24:46-48; Mark 1:4,15; 6:7,12; Acts 2:38; 3:19; 17:30; Proverbs 28:13; Isaiah 55:6,7.

The contemporary church has grossly failed God in the presentation of the gospel. Indeed what many preachers offer is “another gospel” and they are consequently cursed (Galatians 1:6-9). Many churches, assemblies, denominations in their bid to shore up declining attendance have either toned down or completely abandoned the preaching of repentance.

Christ has not given us another message. There is no new commission. The Great Commission still stands. Repentance is still the message and remains the unchanging message for the church.

Pardon, mercy and grace are all promised to the repentant. To refuse to preach repentance is to deny our congregations the great blessings of God and this is great wickedness (Proverbs 28:13; Isaiah 55:7).

As Christ gave it to them, the apostles never changed the message, they faithfully preached it. We must not change it (Luke 24:46-48; Mark 6:7,12; Acts 2:38; 3:19; 17:30).

Even in this technologically advanced world, God still “COMMANDETH ALL MEN EVERY WHERE TO REPENT” (Acts 17:30). Shout the message of repentance on housetops! (Matthew 10:27).

