REGAINING AND EXERCISING DOMINION

Genesis 1:26,28

God created man in His own image and one of the distinguishing characteristics of God is that He has dominion over all things. He conferred this on man and told him to have dominion (Genesis 1:26,28).

It is a pity that man is far from God’s original plan in this area. Natural man has tried without the grace of God to have dominion in the physical realm but man is still a slave to spiritual forces – oppressed, afflicted, tormented, suppressed, manipulated, etc. 

Believers in Christ do not have to join this loosing band. We are part of the victorious army. Dominion is our birthright. The second birth brings restoration to God’s original design. However just like Israel had to fight for every piece of land that God had given them, we have to fight to regain every piece of our lost territory. You can regain and exercise dominion. This is God’s best for you. Rise up to the task. Live a fulfilled life and enjoy dominion as God planned.

RELEVANCE OF DOMINION

Genesis 1:26,28; 27:40; 37:8; Numbers 24:19; Judges 5:13; 14:4; 1 Kings 4:24; Psalm 8:4-8; 19:13; 49:14; 119:133; Joshua 10:12-14.

When God created man, one of the things that God gifted unto man was dominion. “Subdue … and have dominion” was God’s first mandate to man (Genesis 1:28).

Man was to have dominion over living things and non-living things (Genesis 1:28; Psalm 8:4-8; Joshua 10:12-14). In the final restoration of all things, man will again exercise this total dominion (1 Corinthians 15:24-28; Ephesians 1:10; Hebrews 2:7-9).

The English dictionary defines dominion as sovereignty, control, self-governing, etc. To exercise dominion is to be in control, in command, to have a commanding influence, to exercise control over, etc. The scripture puts it as “to subdue” (Genesis 1:28).

The relevance of dominion is for us to be the head and not the tail, to be above only and not beneath, to be high and up, never low and down, to be master over situations and circumstances.

The only way man can exercise authority and enjoy a successful life as God designed and purposed it is to have dominion. Without it man will be a failure, controlled and oppressed by the elements and circumstances all around him.

In the areas of science and technology, natural man is exercising this dominion but in the spiritual realm, man has failed drastically and hence the misery in the world today – terrible nightmares, spiritual affliction, demonic manipulation, strange visitations, etc. are evidences that man is not exercising and enjoying dominion.

REVERSAL OF DESTINY

Genesis 1:26,28; 27:37-40; 48:10-20; Psalm 115:16; Ecclesiastes 10:7; Proverbs 19:10; 30:21; 1 Samuel 2:4,5

God created man with dominion as his birthright (Genesis 1:26,28). That man no longer possesses this dominion is evidence that dominion was lost. The loss of dominion can be attributed to the tragic event of the fall of man (Genesis 3:1-24). From that moment on there was a reversal of destiny – man became vulnerable to things he ought to have dominion over.

Angels are supposed to be ministering servants unto us (Hebrews 1:13,14; Psalm 91:11; 34:7). Consider the case of Daniel (Daniel 6:22; 10:11-21). The devil as an angel didn’t like this position of being a servant to man or being subordinate to God. The devil tried to be God but failed (Isaiah 14:12-15). When he failed and was ejected out of heaven, he came to the earth to dethrone man and usurp authority (Revelation 12:7-13). He tempted Adam and Eve, dethroned them and now sits on their throne.

Heaven is God’s throne, the earth He gave to the children of men and not to the devil (Psalm 115:16). God created man as a god of this world to reign on earth, subdue it and have dominion (John 10:34,35; Psalm 82:6). At the fall, the devil dethroned man and became the god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4; John 16:11).

From the beginning, Adam was the regent of the earth, the prince that is meant to ride the God-appointed horse. The devil is the wicked servant that has dethroned the prince and now rides that horse (Ecclesiastes 10:7; Proverbs 19:10).

What a tragedy when a prince walks on the ground and serves whilst the servant rides the horse and rules – a great reversal of fortunes and destiny (Ecclesiastes 10:7; Proverbs 19:10).

REGAINING OUR DOMINION

Genesis 1:26,28; 27:40; Ecclesiastes 10:7; Proverbs 19:10; 30:21; Isaiah 10:27; Matthew 11:12; Luke 16:16; 13:24

Regaining dominion means it has previously been lost and this is the case with every man on the face of the earth. The servant does not have to go on riding the horse whilst the prince the real owner of the horse walks. Every wicked and unlawful servant riding your horse is coming down today. You as prince are coming back on that horse as God destined it. Today, you will regain your dominion. Every servant having rule over you will be dethroned in Jesus’ name (Proverbs 19:10; 30:21).

What are the indices that reveal that dominion has been regained?

(1) Travelling FARTHER and FASTER (Ecclesiastes 10:7; Proverbs 19:10; 30:21)

Travelling can be by riding the horse or walking on foot. The person riding the horse can travel FARTHER and FASTER than the one walking on foot. Regaining dominion means that you are back on your God-appointed horse!

(2) Progress is RAPID and almost EFFORTLESS (Ecclesiastes 10:7; Proverbs 19:10; 30:21)

Walking as well as riding both result in progress. However riding leads to RAPID progress whereas walking leads to SLOW progress. Walking is tiring and energy-sapping whereas riding is almost effortless as the horse is the one expending the energy not the rider.

How can we regain our dominion?

(1) Salvation from sin (Colossians 1:12-14; 2:13-15; John 8:36; Isaiah 59:1,2; Psalm 107:17)

Unless we have been translated from the kingdom of darkness unto the kingdom of God’s dear Son through salvation, dominion is impossible. Those who are still in sin can never regain talk less of enjoying dominion.

(2) Knowledge (Hosea 4:6; Isaiah 5:13; 2 Corinthians 2:11; John 8:32,36; Proverbs 23:23; Galatians 4:1-7)

Ignorance is a deadly weapon the devil uses to keep many out of exercising dominion. If you ignorant of your right, how can you claim that right? This is why services are important – Bible Study, Revival Hour, Sunday Worship, Conferences etc.

(3) Fight for your spiritual right and inheritance (Genesis 27:40; Isaiah 10:27)

The kingdom of God suffers violence today and the violent take it by force. Force your way through! (Matthew 11:12; Luke 16:16; 13:24). The christian life is a fight, wrestling contest, etc. Fight and win and enjoy your dominion (1 Timothy 6:12; Ephesians 6:12-18). Receive the yoke breaking anointing and have dominion (Isaiah 10:27).

