PROVEN PATH TO BUILDING WEALTH

Only a fool learns by his own experience alone. The wise can learn from the mistakes and achievements of others. It serves no purpose re-inventing the wheel. If it exists, use it and build upon it.

We are encouraged in the scriptures to be followers of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises (Hebrews 6:12). This in essence is a call to follow the proven path, to walk in the footsteps of those who are in the know.

Just as traveling the broad way leads to hell and walking the narrow leads to heaven, so also following the proven path to wealth building ultimately results in wealth (Matthew 7:13,14).
TOOLS AND STRATEGIES

Ecclesiastes 11:4,6; Matthew 13:1-8; Luke 19:12-27; 14:28-33; Matthew 25:14-30; John 12:24; Mark 4:28.
One of the most important things in the life of a workman consists of his tools. The more the variety and number, the better equipped he will be to be as effective as possible.
The carpenter needs pincers, hammer, plane, saw, rules, etc. Even in each category of tools, there will be the necessity of variety e.g. small hammer, big hammer, sledge hammer, rubber-based hammer, etc. The carpenter that has only one hammer and no other tool in his entire toolbox can never be effective.
If the only tool that you have is a hammer, 
you tend to treat everything as a nail.

Abraham Maslow

In financial matters, tools and strategies are equally important if we are to get the very best of returns.

TIME AND SACRIFICE

James 5:7; Galatians 6:9; 2 Corinthians 8:1-5; Luke 15:18-24; 14:28-33; Proverbs 21:5,17; Mark 4:28; Hebrews 6:12; 10:36.
Those who are hasty to be rich always fall into many destructive traps and they often loose their life savings in “Get-Rich-Quick” schemes. They ultimately do not get rich quick but end up poor fast! (Proverbs 21:5; 1 Timothy 6:9,10; 2 Peter 2:15; Jude 11).
Investment is not a get-rich-quick scheme. It is essentially a “Get-Rich-Slowly” program. TIME plays a major role in it. The principle of COMPOUND interest takes time to produce amazing and excellent results (James 5:7; Galatians 6:9).

Building up a sizeable portfolio may require some sacrifice from us as we deny ourselves of some present comfort to put aside some savings.

EVERYBODY can save no matter how little. Willingness to sacrifice is essential if we are going to save because surplus often never exists. A few years of sacrifice can lead to a lifetime of enjoyment (2 Corinthians 8:1-5; Proverbs 21:17).

No matter how hungry he is, no reasonable farmer will ever eat his seed. The seed is the foundation for a future harvest. To eat the seed is to destroy the future.

Talk is cheap but it only leads to poverty (Proverbs 14:23). There needs to be concrete decision, thoughtful preparation and purposeful action (Luke 15:18-24; 14:28-33).
TARRYING IN SUPPLICATION
Matthew 13:1-8; Genesis 14:21-24; Deuteronomy 8:18,19; Proverbs 10:22; 2 Chronicles 26:5; Job 36:11; Psalm 35:27; 84:11; Ecclesiastes 5:19.
The believer is blessed with the divine dimension. He has access to the supernatural when it comes to investing. Apart from the natural laws of sowing and reaping, the believer can tap from God’s ability to multiply.
We can pray for guidance in investing so that our seeds are not sown on barren soil or end up in the throats of devouring birds (Matthew 13:1-8).

A praying Abraham does not need the riches of Sodom, God can enrich him beyond measure (Genesis 14:21-24; 18:23-33; 19:27).

We can tap the power to get wealth through praying (Deuteronomy 8:18,19). Wealth is an endowment from God (Proverbs 10:22; 2 Chronicles 26:5; Job 36:11; Psalm 35:27; 84:11; Ecclesiastes 5:19).

TRIUMPH OF THE SERIOUS
Isaiah 53:1; 7:9; 2 Chronicles 20:20; Galatians 6:9; Matthew 13:8; 25:14-30; Ecclesiastes 11:6,4; Luke 19:12-27.
Those who are focused, disciplined and who act on the information they are receiving because they believe the report ultimately prosper exceedingly (Isaiah 53:1; 7:9; 2 Chronicles 20:20; Galatians 6:9; Matthew 13:8).
The farmer does not expect every seed he plants to germinate (Ecclesiastes 11:6,4). Some will be eaten up by birds, some may be prevented from growing up properly by some unforeseen obstacle, etc. (Matthew 13:1-8). However the farmer knows that he can still have enough to declare a bountiful harvest if all turns out to be well. Investment is never a no-risk venture. Life is about taking calculated but intelligent risks. The man that does not want to take risk will hide his money in a napkin and bury it in the ground where it anyway suffers the risk of loosing purchasing power because of the onslaught of inflation. (Luke 19:12-27; Matthew 25:14-25).
