PRESSING TOWARD THE MARK
Philippians 3:13,14

The apostle Paul had some strong desires and pursuits. He wanted to know Christ and the power of His resurrection (Philippians 3:10). He wanted to attain unto the resurrection of the dead (Philippians 3:11).
However as he wrote to the brethren in the Philippian church, he told them that he has not got to his destination yet but he was still in pursuit:

“Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after …”(Philippians 3:12)

Put in another way he said “Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended … I press toward the mark …” (Philippians 3:13,14).

The apostle used the illustration of a race to describe his life and his pursuit. The race was far from over. He was a long way from the starting point but he has not yet reached the finishing line. Although he was in the last lap, the home stretch, but he was still in the race and still running the race.

He was not just interested in running. He wanted to run that he might obtain the prize. Now he was pressing toward the mark for that prize. He was focused and determined to win (1 Corinthians 9:24; Philippians 3:14).
PURGING AND FORGETTING THE PAST

Philippians 3:13; 1 John 1:9; Proverbs 28:13; Psalm 103:12; Jeremiah 31:34; Ephesians 4:32; Jeremiah 8:20
“Forgetting those things which are behind” (Philippians 3:13).

This is the first principle in maintaining momentum and attaining success. We need to learn to forget the past. We need to forget both the roaring and the rotten past, the dormant and the dynamic past, the passive and the passionate moments.

(1) Forget yesterday’s sins and burden of guilt

Unless we drop yesterday’s burdens, they will serve as hindering weights that will prevent us from running the race. Repent of yesterday’s sins, forsake them and ask for God’s forgiveness. God is faithful to forgive (1 John 1:9; Proverbs 28:13; Psalm 103:12; Jeremiah 31:34).

Be secure in the atmosphere of God’s forgiveness and drop every burden of guilt. Travel light. Drop every excess mental baggage. Drop your mental torture and torment. Forget yesterday’s sins.

(2) Forget yesterday’s human hurts and satanic assaults

Many people boil with resentment and hatred because of the hurts they have suffered from people’s misrepresentation, slander, backbiting, backslapping, blackmailing, lying, negative criticism, etc. The energy they could have used to move ahead today is directed towards revenging yesterday’s hurts.

Forget yesterday’s hurts and move on. Forgive the perpetrators as Jesus forgave those who crucified Him and move on (Ephesians 4:32).

Don’t allow yourself to get bogged down in the quagmire of resentment. Don’t allow your energy to be channeled into avenues of revenge. This is a new day. Arise to its possibilities.
(3) Forget yesterday’s mistakes and blunders

We all make mistakes. The person who never makes mistakes never makes any other thing. Mistakes are made in the process of research and discovery. Learn from your mistakes. Improve your serve by them. Be wiser the next time around but forget the mistakes. We cannot get to our destination by dwelling on yesterday’s mistakes.
(4) Forget yesterday’s  possibilities and opportunities

Many people live in the past rather than face the present. They are unable to operate in the dynamic present because they are bogged down in the dead and dormant past. They are tossing up what might have been, what if I had, what if this didn’t happen, etc. They blame their failures on others. What if my parents have sent me to the best school, what if my uncle gave me money to start business when I was 21, etc. Yesterday’s opportunities are gone. Forget about them and move on (Jeremiah 8:20).

(5) Forget yesterday’s  roaring success and achievements

Many people coast along in the blazing glory of past achievement. They revel in past trophies. As a result they are not making progress in the present. We need to forget yesterday’s roaring success and reach out to new heights. We can move from success to significance. We can climb a higher mountain, dream new dreams, establish new records, etc.
PLANING AND FOCUSING ON THE PRESENT

Philippians 3:13; 1 Kings 20:39,40; Proverbs 10:5; 13:4,11; 22:29; Romans 12:11; Ecclesiastes 9:10; 3:1-8; John 9”4
Yesterday is like a cancelled cheque. Tomorrow is like a promissory note. Today is all you have. Make the best of it. Focus on the dynamic present. Plan it well and lay a solid foundation for future achievement in the present opportunities.
“… and reaching forth unto those things which are before” (Philippians 3:13).
Establish priorities in your life. Don’t be busy here and there for no reason (1 Kings 20:39,40). Be diligent in all you do (Proverbs 10:5; 13:4,11; 22:29; Romans 12:11; Ecclesiastes 9:10).

Prioritize your schedule and schedule your priorities. Plan your work and work your plan. Budget your time and resources (John 9:4; Ecclesiastes 3:1-8).

There is a reason why you are here. There is a season for your being here. Don’t let your season pass without fulfilling the reason why you are here.

PURSUING AND FIGHTING FOR THE PRIZE

Philippians 3:14; 2 Chronicles 15:7; 1 Corinthians 9:24,25; 15:58; 1 Peter 5:4; James 1:12; Revelation 3:11; Galatians 6:9; 2 Timothy 4:7,8.
“I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:14).
The apostle was in the last lap, the home stretch and now he is putting in the last ounce of strength to press toward the mark. Give it the last shot. Just a little while, the race will be over and it will be time to be crowned.

Winning the prize is not automatic, it is dependent on how we have performed and on our ability to get to the finishing line. Don’t break the rules, don’t slow down, don’t look back, power on to victory.

The winner’s prize is a mark of achievement. The crown is a reward for diligent labour. Pursue and fight for the prize. Hold fast what you have that no man take your crown. Press toward the mark for the glorious prize.

