PRAYER: KEY TO WISDOM, WEALTH AND WELLBEING

James 1:5-8; 2:15,16; 4:2,3; 5:13-18
This message looks at the benefits of prayer as seen in the General Epistle of James. The epistle shows us that prayer is the key to wisdom, wealth and wellbeing. This is one of the themes running through the epistle.

Wisdom, wealth and wellbeing are three important pillars in a successful life. Wisdom enables us to excel and to live a distinctive life. Wealth enables us to enjoy a life of dominion and sufficiency. Health and wellbeing gives us the capacity to live life to our full potential.

We rob ourselves of a lot of possibilities when we don’t pray. Prayer serves as the key to bring us:
· Wisdom for Distinctive Life

· Wealth for Dominion Lifestyle

· Wellbeing for Dynamic Living

WISDOM FOR DISTINCTIVE LIFE

James 1:5-8; Proverbs 4:7-9; 3:13-24; 2:2-12,16; Matthew 12:42; 1 Kings 3:1-15,28; 4:29-34; 5:12; 10:4-24; 11:41; 2 Chronicles 1:7-12; 9:3-33; Ecclesiastes 7:11,12; 9:16-18; 10:10.
Wisdom is the principal thing in life and it should be our primary pursuit and our first priority above all other things (Proverbs 4:7). Wisdom will bring promotion, honour, grace and glory (Proverbs 4:8,9; 3:13-24; 2:2-12,16). Wisdom preserves and lengthens our life. It is the pathway to wealth and wellbeing.

God gives wisdom  (Proverbs 2:6,7). One way of receiving wisdom is through prayer. We have been invited to ask if we lack wisdom as God gives it liberally (James 1:5). However, we need to ask in faith believing that God will give it (James 1:6-8; Hebrews 11:6; Luke 11:11-13).
Solomon asked God to give him wisdom. God did it and nobody with the exception of Christ has the measure of Solomon’s wisdom (Matthew 12:42; 1 Kings 3:1-15,28; 4:29-34; 5:12; 10:4-24; 11:41; 2 Chronicles 1:7-12; 9:3-33).

Wisdom will help us to manage our resources and inheritance well (Ecclesiastes 7:11,12). Wisdom strengthens us for life’s precarious journey (Ecclesiastes 7:19). It is a weapon for winning in life’s battles (Ecclesiastes 9:16-18; 10:10).

We can also live an outstanding life, live with honour and distinction, triumph in difficult places, shine in life’s darkest moments if we possess wisdom. This wisdom can be ours as we pray.

WEALTH FOR DOMINION LIFESTYLE

James 4:2,3; 2:15,16; Psalm 24:1; 115:16; John 10:10; Matthew 7:7-11; Ezekiel 36:37; 1 John 5:14,15; John 16:23,24; 2 Corinthians 9:8.
The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof (Psalm 24:1). God has given the abundance in this world to man and He expects us to have abundant life (Psalm 115:16; John 10:10). However, poverty still prevails in the Kingdom. Why?

James speaks of believers that are naked and destitute of daily food (James 2:15,16). However, they could ask and receive, seek and find, knock and have the door opened to them (Matthew 7:7-11). There is no reason for abject poverty in the Kingdom.

However, James categorically stated that their lack and poverty comes from prayerlessness: “yet ye have not, because ye ask not” (James 4:2). Others who were asking were asking amiss (James 4:3).

	If you ask amiss, you are bound to miss 

- Sola Akinyemi


Essentially, James was stating that prayerlessness leads to lack and poverty results from not asking. To have, we must ask. To possess, we must pray (Ezekiel 36:37; 1 John 5:14,15; John 16:23,24).
Prayer is the pathway to divine provision. It is the path to the wealth that we need to live a life of dominion and sufficiency (John 10:10; Psalm 115:16; 2 Corinthians 9:8).

WELLBEING FOR DYNAMIC LIVING

James 5:13-16; Matthew 15:21-28; 8:5-13; Mark 5:25-37; Acts 10:38; 9:32-35; John 5:1-14; 8:30,32
Affliction incapacitates and lays an individual aside. Good health makes for dynamic, agile and full living.

Is any afflicted? Let him pray! Is any sick? Let him call for the elders of the church who will pray (James 5:13-16).

Every form of sickness and weakness renders a person unable to live life to the full. He cannot be as dynamic as he ought to be. However, prayer will bring deliverance from affliction, and healing from every form of infirmity and restore back our health so that we can be who we are created to be and function at our full capacity.
Prayer is the pathway to wellbeing for dynamic living (Matthew 15:21-28; Mark 5:25-37; Acts 10:38; 9:32-35; John 5:1-14).
