PRAYER: HIGHWAY TO PRINCELY EXALTATION

Jeremiah 33:1-26

Prayer has always been and remains a mighty weapon. It provides a highway to princely exaltation. It was fervent prayer at Peniel that elevated Jacob from a supplanter to a prince (Genesis 32:24-32). It was Moses’ effectual prayer that turned Israel’s death sentence to a new lease of life as a nation (Exodus 32:10-14). It was Hannah’s agonising prayer that elevated her from barrenness to becoming a fruitful mother of four sons and two daughters (1 Samuel 1:10-28; 2:21).

Prayer is a mighty force that causes God to “raise up the poor out of the dust, and lifts up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them among princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory” (1 Samuel 2:8).

INVITATION TO PRAY

Jeremiah 33:1-3; 29:12; Genesis 4:26; Job 14:15; Psalm 4:3; 50:15; 55:16; 80:18; 86:5; 99:6; 116:13,17; 145:18; Isaiah 55:6,7; 58:9; 65:24; Zechariah 13:9.

Calling upon God is synonymous with praying unto God (Jeremiah 29:12). Jeremiah was still in prison when God invited him to pray (Jeremiah 33:1-3). Your present condition is irrelevant. Are you bound, fettered, oppressed, afflicted and in prison? God invites you to call upon Him.

This invitation is open to EVERYONE in EVERYPLACE at EVERYTIME and in ALL CIRCUMSTANCES. God says “Call unto me” (Jeremiah 33:3). Will you? Why should you?

(1) There is a listening ear that is ready to hear our cries and receive our supplication (Jeremiah 33:3; Psalm 86:5; 99:6).

(2) There is the certainty of an answer to the prayer (Jeremiah 33:3; Isaiah 65:24; Zechariah 13:9).

(3) It is the pathway to a new exalted position and greatness (Jeremiah 33:3; 1 Samuel 2:8).

IMPORTANCE OF PURITY

James 5:16; 1 John 3:22; Psalm 34:15,17,19; 66:18; Proverbs 15:8,9; Isaiah 59:1,2; John 9:31; 8:29; 11:42.

As we take advantage of this divine invitation to pray, it is good that we underscore the importance of purity.

Sin, compromise and hypocrisy will always clog up the wheel of progress. Sin will always cause a traffic jam on the highway of prayer (Psalm 66:18; 145:18; Isaiah 59:1,2; John 9:31). It is the effectual fervent prayer of a RIGHTEOUS man that avails much (James 5:16). God’s ears are open unto the cry and prayer of the RIGHTEOUS (Psalm 34:15,17,19; 145:18,19; Proverbs 15:8,9). Purity is always a catalyst to answered prayer (1 John 3:22; cf. John 8:29 with 11:42).

INCREASE THROUGH PRAYER

Jeremiah 33:4-26; Genesis 32:24-32; Exodus 32:10-14; 1 Samuel 1:10-28; 2:21; Ezekiel 36:37; James 4:2; John 16:24.

God invited Jeremiah to call unto Him with the promise of an answer. What were the great and mighty things which Jeremiah knew not but God was going to show him?

(1) In place of sickness and death, God was going to give them health and life (Jeremiah 33:4-6).

(2) In place of war, tumult, confusion and commotion, God was giving them an abundance of peace (Jeremiah 33:4-6).

(3) Instead of being “thrown down”, they will be “built up” (Jeremiah 33:4,7).

(4) Instead of alienation in a strange land, there will be reconciliation and restoration in their own land (Jeremiah 33:7).

(5) Captivity and oppression by the enemy will give way to freedom and compassion from the Lord (Jeremiah 33:4,5,7,9-11,26).

(6) Sin, sorrow, reproach and lack will give way to forgiveness, joy, praise, honour, goodness and prosperity (Jeremiah 33:8,9).

(7) Desolation and barrenness will give way to habitation and fruitfulness (Jeremiah 33:10-13).

(8) Apathy in worship will give way to righteousness and dynamic, meaningful worship (Jeremiah 33:14-18).

These broad categories cover every area of life. They are indeed great and mighty. If all these happen in a person’s life, the person will be truly elevated.

That God has decided to do this is certain and irrevocable. It is as sure as day and night (Jeremiah 33:19-26).

