PRAISE: VICTORY THROUGH DIVINE PRESENCE

Praise raises God up. Praise exalts God and brings down His presence. God’s presence engineers miraculous possibilities that raises the saint up from the dust of defeat, exalts the downtrodden, delivers from the paralysing threats of the enemy and gives tangible victory that makes living a joy and blessing.

Praise directly exalts God and indirectly lifts man up from his sorrows through the attendant blessings of divine presence. God always inhabits the praises of His people (Psalm 22:3). God’s visitation and presence is never for fun. It leaves behind either judgement or mercy, lifts up or brings down, etc. God’s presence left Miriam leprous but left Jacob a blessing (Numbers 12:5,10; Genesis 35:9-13).

When we praise God, His presence unleashes judgement on the enemy but mercy, compassion and blessing on the saints. His presence drives away evil spirits but fills with the Holy Spirit. It sets confusion in motion in the camp of the enemy but brings clarity of direction and guidance to His own.

PURPOSE OF PRAISE

Psalm 22:3; 50:23; 100:4; Isaiah 43:21; 25:1; 1 Peter 2:9; Revelation 15:3,4; Ephesians 5:19,20; Colossians 3:16.

Praise can be viewed from two perspectives – God’s and man’s. Praise exalts God for who He is. We worship His majesty and are lost in the wonder of His being. When we praise God, we acknowledge Him as God and give Him His due and fulfil the purpose of our existence ().

However “God inhabits the praises of Isarel (His People)” (Psalm 22:3). This implies that from our perspectives, praise brings down the presence of God to bear upon our situation.

“Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me” (Psalm 50:23). Praise ushers us into the presence of God (Psalm 100:4; 96:8; 116:19; 135:1-3).

It is pleasant and comely to sing praises to the name of the Lord (Psalm 135:3; 147:1; 92:1; 33:1).

POSSIBILITIES THROUGH PRAISE

Acts 16:25,26; 1 Samuel 16:16,23; Isaiah 61:3; 2 Chronicles 20:18-22; 2 Kings 3:15-27; Psalm 68:1.

When God is present in any place, ANYTHING and EVERYTHING is possible! Since praise brings down the presence of God, the outcome of it then are tremendous miracles. The possibilities through praise include:

(1) Open doors for Satan’s prisoners (Acts 16:25,26)

God’s presence always causes shakings that man perceives as earthquakes (Acts 16:26; Isaiah 6:3,4). Whatever needs to be shaken to the foundations in your life will be shaken. Every foundational bondage will be shaken and “immediately ALL the doors were opened” (Acts 16:26). No prison door in your life will remain closed. ALL will be opened.

(2) Total freedom from Satan’s bondage (Acts 16:25,26)

It is not sufficient for ALL prison doors to open, how about the chains and fetters on the hands and feet? “and EVERY ONE’S bands were loosed” (Acts 16:26). Even the bands of those not directly involved in the praise were loosed. What a mighty force the presence of God is. When you begin to praise God, even those around you will be positively affected and blessed.

(3) Release from demonic oppression (1 Samuel 16:16,23)

When God’s presence comes down, every demon flees. Their oppression and affliction disappears. No demon can stand God'’ presence. Anointed music and praise will always bring release from satanic affliction.

(4) Release from the spirit of heaviness and depression (Isaiah 61:3)

When God’s presence comes down, every doom and gloom disappears. Every cloud of moodiness dispels. The spirit of heaviness and depression packs up and varnish. Joy, gladness and a lifted spirit is the result. The sun shines again and God’s glory is revealed.

(5) Total vanquishing of terrible enemies (2 Chronicles 20:18-22)

The enemy in all his number and strength will be completely routed and smitten. The victory is total, not an enemy escapes: “EVERY ONE helped to destroy another … they were dead bodies fallen to the earth, and NONE escaped” (2 Chronicles 20:23,24). When God arises, His enemies are always scattered (Psalm 68:1).

(6) Divine revelation of strategies for victorious warfare (2 Kings 3:15-27)

Praise brings down God’s presence and puts the prophetic anointing into action. Revelation of mighty strategies for victorious warfare is the result.

PRACTICE OF PRAISE

Psalm 34:1; 35:28; 71:8; Malachi 1:11; Isaiah 59:19; Colossians 3:16; Ephesians 5:19; 2 Chronicles 20:18-22.

Praising God should be a spiritual activity that knows no bounds and is not confined to special occasions and seasons.

“I will bless the Lord at ALL times: His praise shall CONTINUALLY be in my mouth” (Psalm 34:1).

“And my tongue shall speak of thy righteousness and of thy praise ALL THE DAY LONG” (Psalm 35:28).

“For from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the same my name shall be great among the Gentiles; and in EVERY PLACE incense shall be offered unto my name” (Malachi 1:11; Isaiah 59:19).

Praise should come from a gracious heart (Colossians 3:16; Ephesians 5:19).

In EVERYTHING, at EVERYWHERE and EVERYTIME, we need to cultivate the attitude of praise to God. Irrespective of your physical, financial, social, biological condition, praise the Lord at ALL times, let His praise be CONTINUALLY be in your mouth and you will experience miracles in your life because of divine presence.

