PASSING OVER TO THE OTHER SIDE

Mark 4:35-41

Rest after a good day’s work is good but there is no resting place in this hot and fiery spiritual warfare. Though it may be evening and the work on this side of the lake is done, we can pass over unto the other side of the lake and begin to touch lives again with God’s power and compassion.

Those who love too much ease and always want to rest inadvertently become servants to tribute (Genesis 49:14,15). They always forfeit the best that God has for them. Rather than pass over Jordan and fight for their possession and inheritance, they will rather manage the paltry portion of land they have confiscated on this side Jordan. On the other side is a large expanse of land flowing with milk and honey. However, it will take bloody battles to inherit them. Satanic opposition will be fierce, demonic manipulation cannot be ruled out. Confrontation with the Prince of Persia is a constant possibility. Great storm and tempest on the sea may await us as we make our way to the other side.

However, despite the inherent dangers and satanic traps, we must make our way to the other side for there lies God’s best for us in life and ministry. Have you heard the Saviour’s injunction yet?: “Let us pass over unto the other side” (Mark 4:35). He is travelling with us. We are not alone in the journey. His constant companionship guarantees us a safe arrival at the destination (Joshua 1:5; Hebrews 13:5,6).

GLORIOUS CHARGE OF THE SAVIOUR

Mark 4:35; Luke 8:22; 11:28; Deuteronomy 1:6-8; Joshua 1:11; John 2:5; Genesis 41:55; Matthew 7:24-27

“And the same day, when THE EVEN was come, He saith unto them, LET US PASS OVER UNTO THE OTHER SIDE” (Mark 4:35).

This was the glorious charge given to the disciples by the Lord – passing over unto the other side of the lake (). Presently, the spiritual assignment on this side has ended but there awaits them further assignment on the other side (The demoniac of Gadara was awaiting deliverance!).

Even though the evening has come, and work seems to have ended, let us also pass over unto the other side. At the other side, something glorious awaits us – ministry, service, joy, deliverance, fulfilment, wholeness, etc.

We need to “pass over this Jordan, to go in to possess the land, which the Lord your God giveth you to possess it” (Joshua 1:11). If the Lord bids us pass over unto the other side, we need to rise up and do so (John 2:5; Genesis 41:55).

GREAT CRISIS ON THE SEA

Mark 4:37; Luke 8:23; Matthew 8:24; 16:21-23; Acts 27:22-26; Zechariah 3:1-5; Nehemiah 2:10,19; 4:1-5.

The disciples got on the ship so as to obey the Saviour’s charge of passing over unto the other side. In the pathway of obedience, trouble struck. The fact that we are on the path of obedience does not guarantee a trouble-free passage. What we have been promised is victory amidst the confusion and crisis (John 16:33).

“And there arose a GREAT STORM of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full” (Mark 4:37).

The devil knew that a mighty deliverance awaited the demoniac of Gadara on the other side. He therefore wanted to destroy these deliverance ministers so that they will never get to the other side.

The greater the blessings and ministry that awaits you on the other side, the greater will be the satanic opposition you will face. The purpose of such satanic opposition is to prevent you from getting to the other side where your blessings and ministry lay (Acts 27:22-26; Zechariah 3:1-5; Matthew 16:21-23).

GREVIOUS CRY OF THE SINKING

Mark 4:38; 5:33; 16:5; Luke 8:23; 1:12; Matthew 14:30; 17:6; 2 Kings 4:1-4; 6:26-31; Psalm 77:1,2; 50:15.

“Master, carest thou not that we perish?” (Mark 4:38). The great storm of wind and waves overwhelmed the ship. Life was at a great risk. It was as if the ship was sinking. The distressed disciples woke Jesus up from sleep and gave a grievous cry. It was a cry for help. They were in great panic. They were in jeopardy (Luke 8:23).

Their panic was unnecessary. With Jesus in the ship, it can never sink. This should have made them to approach Jesus in a more relaxed attitude.

GRACIOUS COMPASSION OF THE SAVIOUR

Mark 4:39,40; 5:19,20; 1:40-42; 6:34; 8:2; 9:22-27; Matthew 8:1-3; 9:36-38; 14:14; 15:32; 20:34; Luke 7:11-15; Hebrews 4:14-16; 

Jesus “arose, and rebuked the wind, and saith unto the sea, Peace, be still.” (Mark 4:39). Action speaks louder than voice. Rather than replying them in words that He cares, He demonstrated it practically. He eliminated the life-threatening condition. This is the gracious compassion and care of the Saviour. He responds with love and compassion in every crisis (Matthew 8:1-3; Mark 1:40-42; Luke 7:11-15).

Even though He was going to correct the attitude of the disciples, He first met their need of safety and security (Mark 4:40). We must first rescue the sheep from the destructive jaw of the lion before rebuking the sheep for going astray.

GREAT CALM IN THE SHIP

Mark 4:39,41; Luke 8:24; Matthew 8:26; 14:32; Job 34:29; Proverbs 1:33; 8:29; Psalm 89:9; 107:29; Isaiah 32:17.

“And the wind ceased, and there was a GREAT CALM” (Mark 4:39). The solution was in proportion to the problem. There had been a GREAT STORM and now there was a matching GREAT CALM. A moderate calm would never have been an adequate solution to the great storm. God always gives us solutions that are adequate for our troubles.

Life was no longer in jeopardy. The ship was no longer sinking. A great calm abode in the ship. Their attitude was no longer one of panic but surprise and bewilderment at the instantaneous nature of the miracle as well as worship (Mark 4:41).

