OUR INSUFFICIENCY
2 Corinthians 3:5; John 15:5; Acts 17:28

The more talented, gifted or anointed we are, the greater the danger of our thinking that we can go on without God. Even when we do not mean this outright, our actions and activities can suggest going in this direction.

Nobody, no matter his wisdom, anointing or gifts is sufficient of himself. Our sufficiency is always of God. Without God we can truly do nothing (John 15:5). God is the essence of our being and exploits (Acts 17:28).

However, we find four unfortunate examples in the scriptures of those who thought they were sufficient of themselves and this led to tragedy in each case. These four examples are:

· Satan

· Samson

· Saul

· Solomon.

SELF EXALTATION OF SATAN

Ezekiel 28:11-15,17; Isaiah 14:12-15; Romans 12:3,16; 1 Corinthians 4:7; John 3:27; James 1:17; 1 Peter 4:10
God created Satan and crowned him with beauty, wisdom, power, etc. (Ezekiel 28:11-15).
However this divine endowment entered into Satan’s head until he thought he was sufficient of himself. He thought that he could do without God. His heart was lifted up within him. He thought to even replace God and then be like the most High (Ezekiel 28:15,17; Isaiah 14:12-15).
Satan’s self-sufficiency led to pride and self-exaltation. We are encouraged to condescend to men of low estate, to humble ourselves, not to be high-minded (Romans 12:3,16).
There is no place for pride because whatever we have (gifts, talent, power, anointing) are all divine endowment (1 Corinthians 4:7; John 3:27; James 1:17; 1 Peter 4:10).
Pride goes before destruction but humility precedes honour (Proverbs 11:2; 16:18,19; 17:19; 18:12; 29:23; Matthew 23:12).
SENSLESS ESCAPADES OF SAMSON

Judges 13:5; 14:1-20; 15:3,7,11; 16:28; Leviticus 4:3; Romans 13:14; 1 Corinthians 10:12; Isaiah 52:11
Samson was mightily anointed of God (Judges 13:25; 14:5,6; 15:15-18; 16:1-20). However, Samson eventually thought that the anointing was part and parcel of his being not realising that the presence of the Holy Spirit is what made the difference.

With time, Samson came to act in a self-sufficient mode. Despite divine injunction and parental counsel, Samson thought he could flaunt God’s word and go scotch free (Judges 14:1-20).

Samson brazenly went into enemy territory, a fenced city, not for the purpose of executing God’s will, but for sensual pleasure through immorality. He took if for granted that should he run into problems, his anointing will rescue him and this was what happened (Judges 16:1-3). He played stupid and costly games with Delilah (Judges 16:4-20). However, by the time Samson realised his insufficiency, it was too late, he had fallen into the hands of the enemy. Without God, Samson tried all the motions of the past without any manifestation (Judges 16:20,21).
Instead of raising up an army for the deliverance of Israel, Samson turned himself into a one-man army to fight only for his right. He got involved in useless squabbles. He ran his life independent of God’s will for his life (Judges 13:5; 15:3,7,11; 16:28).
Anointing does not relief of the necessity of righteous living (Leviticus 4:3). We must not make provision for the flesh to fulfil the lusts thereof (Romans 13:14). Let him that thinks he stands take heed lest he falls (1 Corinthians 10:12).
STUPID EXPERIMENTATION OF SOLOMON

1 Kings 3:5-28; 10:1-9,24; 11:1-3; Nehemiah 13:26; Songs of Solomon 1:4,12; Ecclesiastes 1:17; 2:3,10-12; 7:23,28; 12:13.
God gave Solomon wisdom that is unparalleled and unmatched (1 Kings 3:5-28). The Queen of Sheba spoke of Solomon’s extraordinary wisdom (1 Kings 10:1-9,24).
However, with time, Solomon thought he could live without God. He thought he was wise enough to take decisions without God.

Solomon became increasingly foolish in his actions as he acted without God. Solomon in his wisdom advised fidelity in marriage, but in his foolish action when he abandoned God, he chased everything in skirts until he had a thousand to his record and was still chasing more (1 Kings 11:1-3; Nehemiah 13:26; Songs of Solomon 1:4,12). Solomon tried to use flatteries to seduce a woman (Song of Solomon 8:8-10; 7:1-6).
The book of Ecclesiastes records Solomon’s stupid experimentations (Ecclesiastes 1:17; 2:3,10-12; 7:23,28). However his conclusion at the very end is that man’s primary duty is the worship of God (Ecclesiastes 12:13).

SENSUAL ENTRENCHMENT OF SAUL
1 Samuel 16:1,2; 18:6-9,21,25; 19:9-24; 20:1,31; 23:16,17; 24:20; 26:25; 2:9; Zechariah 4:6; John 15:5; Acts 17:28.
Saul was looking for lost asses when God made him a king. He rose for obscurity to instant fame and national recognition (1 Samuel 9:1-27; 10:1-25; 11:1-15).
Saul became increasingly independent of God and self-sufficient. It took him a long time to raise up an altar unto God (1 Samuel 14:35). Even when he came to seek God, he was too impatient and unfocused (1 Samuel 14:18,19).
When God rejected him and anointed a replacement, Saul sought was to eliminate this replacement (1 Samuel 16:1,2; 18:6-9,21,25; 19:9-24; 20:1).
Saul used carnal methods to keep himself on the throne and to try to pass it on it his descendants although he knew God’s perfect will (1 Samuel 20:31; 23:16,17; 24:20; 26:25).
Saul forgot that it was God that put him on the throne and that only God can keep him on the throne. He tried to keep himself on the throne. He died a dishonourable death. Truly, by strength shall no man prevail (1 Samuel 2:9; Zechariah 4:6).
