OPEN DOOR FOR SATAN’S PRISONERS III

Although God does all things after the counsel of His own will and no one can ever query Him as to what He is doing, yet there are principles behind what God does and reasons for doing it (Ephesians 1:11; Isaiah 43:13).

God specialises in deliverance and He “bringeth out those which are bound with chains” (Psalm 68:6). Even today there is release from every captivity and prison of the devil as the prisoner cries to God for help (Psalm 142:7; Jeremiah 50:33,34; Exodus 3:7,8). Through God you will do valiantly as He subdues the enemy and bruises him under your feet (Psalm 60:11,12; 108:12,13). Just as God turned the captivity of Job, He will turn our captivity (Job 42:10; Psalm 126:1-3).

Christ came to open the prison door and He will do no less even against the will and determination of Satan who rejoices in keeping men in his prison (Isaiah 61:1; 14:17).

REASONS FOR THE SAVIOUR’S PROVISION

Psalm 142:7; 105:43-45; Luke 1:74,75; 8:2,3; 19:29-35; Mark 11:1-7; 5:19,20; 10:46-52; 1:30,31; John 11:44; 12:9-11; 9:35-38; Matthew 21:1-7

There is a significant and important reason why the Lord makes the freedom of Satan’s prisoners possible – to release them in order to fulfil the primary purpose why they were created (Isaiah 43:21; Psalm 105:43-45; 1 Peter 2:9,10).

“Bring my soul out of prison, THAT I MAY PRAISE THY NAME” (Psalm 142:7).

“That He would grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies MIGHT SERVE HIM WITHOUT FEAR, in holiness and righteousness before Him, ALL the days of our life” (Luke 1:74,75).

The ass and the colt were loosed from the crossroads of an obscure village where they were wasting away in bondage and idleness in order that they might serve Christ for a triumphant entry into Jerusalem (Luke 19:29-35; Mark 11:1-7; Matthew 21:1-7). We are set free from bondage that we might serve the Lord, proclaim His goodness, worship and glorify Him (John 11:44; 12:9-11; 9:35-38; Mark 5:19,20; 10:46-52; 1:30,31; Luke 8:2,3).

REALISATION OF THE SAVIOUR’S PROVISION

Acts 12:7-17; 16:26-28,30,40; John 11:43,44; Joshua 6:2; Isaiah 61:1; 42:7; 49:9; Zechariah 9:11; 1 Samuel 2:6-8; Ecclesiastes 4:14.

The Lord specialises in fighting the cause of the afflicted. He lifts up, raises from the dust, sets free from bondage and causes the delivered to inherit the throne of glory and reign in life with Christ (1 Samuel 2:6-8; Ecclesiastes 4:14). The Lord specialises in removing the prison garments from Satan’s prisoners – garments of affliction, oppression, shame, etc.; lifting up the heads that were previously bowed by the heavy yoke of the devil, setting the delivered above and making them head and not tail, and satisfying them with life’s good things (2 Kings 25:27-30; Jeremiah 52:31-34).

The prison door is open. What are you still doing inside there? (Acts 16:26-28). After the prison door was open and the prisoners loosed, it is strange that the prisoners didn’t immediately escape. However, thank God that they eventually “went out of the prison” to enjoy freedom and fellowship in a normal house (Acts 16:30,40).

God will open the prison door, loose your chains but it is your responsibility to walk out of the prison (Acts 12:7-17; 16:26-28,30,40; Isaiah 61:1; 49:9; Psalm 146:7). Following “Lazarus, come forth”, resurrected Lazarus came forth out of the grave (John 11:43,44). He could not lie lazily expecting others to come and carry him out of the grave. Now that your chains are off, the prison door is open, get up and walk out.

Joshua went ahead in active faith to realise God’s verdict and provision: “I HAVE GIVEN into thine hand Jericho and the king thereof, and the mighty men of valour” (Joshua 6:2).

As Satan’s prisoner, God has opened the prison door and has said “Go forth”, have you obeyed? (Isaiah 49:9; 42:7; Zechariah 9:11). Peter declared that “the Lord had brought him out of prison” (Acts 12:17) but it is important to note how this happened. He walked out himself following the angel. He was not carried out like a baby (Acts 12:7-17).

REJOICING IN THE SAVIOUR’S PROVISION

Psalm 126:1-3; 106:12; 103:1,2,4,6; Judges 5:1-31; 1 Samuel 18:6,7; 2 Chronicles 20:27,28; Luke 10:17; Acts 3:7-10; 8:5-8; Revelation 15:2-4.

When the Lord turned the captivity of Zion, “then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing” they declared (Psalm 126:1-3).

When Israel walked out of Egyptian bondage, they rejoiced in the Lord’s provision for them (Exodus 15:1-21; Psalm 126:1-3; 106:12,6-11). When they were loosed from the bondage of Jabin the king of Canaan, they rejoiced in the Lord’s provision (Judges 4:24; 5:1-31). 

Redemption from destruction, oppression, captivity and bondage ought to elicit God’s praise from our mouths and hearts (Psalm 103:1,2,4,6; Revelation 15:2-4; Acts 3:7-10).

Every time Goliath is slain, the strongman bound, the devil defeated, Satan bruised underfoot, and victory is won should be times of rejoicing and jubilation for this marvellous provision of the Lord (1 Samuel 18:6,7; 2 Chronicles 20:27,28; Luke 10:17; Acts 8:5-8).

