OLD-TIME RIGHTEOUSNESS IN THE

MODERN MARKETPLACE

Human weakness coupled with an hostile environment (economic hardship, peer pressure, religious persecution, morally corrupt climate, etc.) has made a lot of people to give up on old-time righteousness in favour of a substandard christianity that always gives excuses and hopes that God understands.

People easily remember David’s adultery rather than Joseph’s chastity, Abraham’s compromise with Hagar rather than the faithfulness of Zacharias and Elisabeth, Peter’s denial of Christ rather than the unflinching commitment of Daniel that led to the lion’s den (2 Samuel 11:2-5; Genesis 39:7-29; 16:2-5; Luke 1:5-7; 22:54-62; Daniel 6:7-17).

The modern marketplace may be tough but God’s righteousness is still available to us today. Rather than settle for the second best and substandard christian lives, we ought to make up our minds to live at the highest level of God’s expectation for us. The best examples should be what we strive after.

In this age of shifting theology and situational ethics, God is looking for an army that will put on the old-time righteousness in the modern marketplace, fight spiritual battles and bring glory to His name.

SALVATION AS FOUNDATION

Proverbs 30:12; Hebrews 6:1; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21; Isaiah 55:7; Hosea 10:12; Zephaniah 2:3.

There are various kinds of righteousness – self-righteousness emanating from man which at very best is like filthy rags before God (Philippians 3:9; Isaiah 64:6; Proverbs 20:6; 30:12; Jeremiah 2:35), religious righteousness which like that of the Scribes and Pharisees is equivalent to the rigorous performance of religious duties (fasting, praying, pilgrimage, sacrament, etc.) (Matthew 5:20).

However the kind of righteousness that pleases God transcends self-righteousness and must of necessity exceed religious righteousness (Isaiah 64:6; Luke 18:9-14; Romans 10:1-13). This kind of righteousness is divine in origin. It is HIS righteousness (Matthew 6:33).

Every house is built upon a foundation. True righteousness is built upon the foundation of salvation in Christ. To claim to possess God’s righteousness without the fruits of repentance and evidence of a changed life is to be self-deceived (Proverbs 30:12).

Every christian experience is built upon the foundation of repentance from dead works and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ (Hebrews 6:1). Old things must first pass away before all things can become new. Self-righteousness and religious righteousness must be abandoned and God’s righteousness sought in all meekness and humility (2 Corinthians 5:17-21; Isaiah 55:7; Hosea 10:12; Zephaniah 2:3).

SOURCE AND FOUNTAIN

Philippians 3:9; 1 Corinthians 1:30; Matthew 6:33; 2 Peter 1:1; Romans 5:17-21; 10:3,4; 1:17; Psalm 23:3; 11:40; 4:1.

God is the source and fountain of all true righteousness. This source is ever available and the fountain never dries. If our lives are connected to this source and fountain, we will never run dry.

The scripture speaks of “righteousness which is of God”, “God’s righteousness” etc. (Philippians 3:9; Romans 10:3; 1:17; 3:5,21,22; 4:6; Psalm 4:1; 5:8; 23:3; 24:5; 119:40; 132:9).

God’s righteousness comes through Christ (Philippians 3:9; 1 Corinthians 1:30; Romans 5:17-21; 10:3,4).

We as priests and kings unto God ought to be clothed with righteousness (Revelation 1:5,6; 1 Peter 2:9; Psalm 132:9). God is still in the business of leading His sheep in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake (Psalm 23:3).

SUPPLICATION AND FAITH

Matthew 5:6; 6:33; 1 Corinthians 1:30; Genesis 15:6; Romans 3:22-26; 4:1-25; 9:30,31; 10:1-13.

Righteousness is not automatically conferred on us. Christ may be made righteousness unto us but we must knowingly appropriate the benefits of calvary (1 Corinthians 1:30). It is essential that we hunger and thirst after righteousness if we expect to be filled with righteousness (Matthew 5:6). We have been enjoined to seek FIRST the kingdom of God and His righteousness (Matthew 6:33).

God’s righteousness is by faith (Genesis 15:6; Romans 3:22-26; 4:1-25; 5:17-21; 9:30,31; 10:1-13; Galatians 3:6). The whole of the christian life is based on faith. We can only please God by faith and receive anything from Him through faith (Habakkuk 2:4; Galatians 3:11; Romans 1:17; Hebrews 10:38; 11:6; Romans 14:23).

We ought to seek God in prayer until He rains righteousness upon us (Hosea 10:12; Zephaniah 2:3; Luke 1:74,75).

