OBEDIENCE: GENUINE PROOF OF LOVE

Many people profess to love Christ but Christ has established one way of ascertaining whether a person loves Him or not: obedience!

“If ye love me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15) is clear enough. However in case people do not understand, He stated it in another way: “He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me” (John 14:21). So as to be very clear beyond any reasonable doubt, Christ says the same thing two more times – one from a positive perspectives and the other from a negative standpoint:

“If a man love me, he will keep my words” (John 14:23).

“He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings” (John 14:24).

Obedience is the ultimate index of love for Christ. It is the genuine proof that we truly love Christ.

Is your obedience joyful, willing, prompt and complete? Or is it grudging, forced, delayed and partial?

Obedience is impossible if we don’t hear the word. Yet, it is possible to hear the word and not obey. Do you hear God’s word and do you allow it to have a place in your life? (Matthew 7:24-27; John 8:37; Psalm 19:7-11; 119:9-11,105).

CHRIST’S EXAMPLE OF OBEDIENCE

John 14:31; 15:10; 8:28,29; 12:49,50; 10:18; Hebrews 5:8; 10:7,9; 3:1,2; Romans 5:19; Philippians 2:8-11

Christ is a leader that leads by example. What He is demanding from us is exactly what He has done: “But that the world may know that I love the Father; and as the Father gave me commandment, even so I do” (John 14:31).

Christ loved His Father and showed it in practical obedience to His Father’s word. He kept His Father’s commandments. He came to do the will of God (John 15:10; 8:28,29; Hebrews 5:8; 10:9; Romans 5:19).

CHRIST’S EMPHASIS ON OBEDIENCE

John 14:15,21,23,24; 15:10; 13:34,35; 1 John 3:23; Mark 1:15; Acts 17:30; 10:42; 1:8; Matthew 28:19,20; 5-7.

Many people would have preferred for Christ to use another yardstick to measure love other than obedience. However Christ has chosen to use this as an index of our love for Him.

He expects us to love as He loved (John 13:34). Obedience marked His love for God. He therefore expects that obedience will mark our love for Him. He left us an example that we should follow in His steps (1 Peter 2:21).

If you love Christ in sincerity (Ephesians 6:24), you will keep His commandments (John 14:15,21,23,24; 15:10). It is possible to love Christ in hypocrisy and not in sincerity (cf. Philippians 1:15-18).

What then are the commandments of Christ which He expects us to obey:

(1) Repent and believe on the name of Christ (1 John 3:23; Mark 1:15; Acts 17:30).

(2) Love one another as He has loved us (1 John 3:23; John 13:34,35).

(3) Evangelism should be our duty (Acts 10:42; 1:8; Matthew 28:19,20).

(4) The sermon on the mount enumerates in detail many other commandments of Christ that are binding on the believer today (Matthew chapters 5 to 7).

Whatever else has been written in the scripture of truth especially by the apostles of the Lord to the church are Christ’s commandments for example Hebrews 10:25 (1 Corinthians 14:37).

Christ’s emphasis has always been not on hearing the word but on obedience. That emphasis remains even the same today (Matthew 7:24-27).

Our obedience should not only be when pastor or another believer is around. We should obey God’s word whether people are there or not (Philippians 2:12-16).

We are not the first set of people that Christ demanded obedience from. If others had the grace to obey, so can we.

CHRISTIAN EXALTATION THROUGH OBEDIENCE

Philippians 2:8-11; Luke 11:28; Jeremiah 35:1-19; John 15:10,14; 2:5; 14:21,23; Matthew 12:50; Isaiah 1:19

Christ was obedient even to the death of the cross. This led God to exalt Him and give Him a name that is above every name (Philippians 2:8-11).

Obedience is still the pathway to glory and exaltation today: “Blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it” (Luke 11:28). Consider the eternal blessing that came on the Rechabites as a result of their obedience (Jeremiah 35:1-19).

We can only be the friends of Christ on the basis of obedience: “Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you” (John 15:14). Will you heed Mary’s exhortation today?: “Whatsoever He saith to you, do it” (John 2:5).

We can only abide in Christ’s love, be treated affectionately as His brothers, sisters, mothers if we do God’s will (John 15:10; Matthew 12:50). Christ can only love and manifest Himself to the obedient (John 14:21,23).

