NEGOTIATING AT THE ENEMY’S TABLE
1 Samuel 11:1-11
The believer has no business having conference with the Devil or doing business with the Devil talk less of negotiating at the enemy’s table (Genesis 3:1-6). When the Devil demands that we negotiate, “Get thee behind me, Satan” must be our response (Luke 4:8; Matthew 16:23).

Our attitude must be like what George Verwer wrote in the piece titled “Commitment” as follows:

I’m part of the fellowship of the unashamed, I have the Holy Spirit Power. The die has been cast. I have stepped over the line. The decision has been made. I’m a disciple of His. I won’t look back, let up, slow down, back away, or be still.

My past is redeemed, my present makes sense, my future is secure, I’m finished and done with low living, sight walking, small planning, smooth knees, colourless dreams, tamed visions, mundane talking, cheap living and dwarfed goals.

I no longer need pre-eminence, prosperity, position, promotions, plaudits or popularity. I don’t have time to be right, first, top, recognized, praised, regarded, or rewarded. I now live by faith, lean on His presence, walk by patience, am uplifted by prayer and labour by power.

My face is set, my gait is fast, my goal is heaven, my road narrow, my way rough, my companions few, my Guide reliable, my mission clear. I cannot be bought, compromised, detoured, lured away, turned back, deluded or delayed. I will not flinch in the face of sacrifice, hesitate in the presence of the adversary, negotiate at the table of the enemy, ponder at the pool of popularity, or meander in the maze of mediocrity.

I won’t give up, shut up, let up, until I have stayed up, stored up, prayed up, paid up, preached up for the cause of Christ. I am a disciple of Jesus. I must go until He comes, give until I drop, preach until all know, and work until He stops me. And when He comes for His own, He will have no problem recognizing me – my banner will be clear!

PATH OF LEAST RESISTANCE

1 Samuel 11:1; 1 Kings 20:1-4; Judges 9:50; 2 Samuel 12:28; Joshua 10:31-43; Isaiah 59:19; 1 Peter 5:8,9; James 4:7.
“Then Nahash the Ammonite came up, and ENCAMPED against Jabeshgilead” (1 Samuel 11:1). There is nothing new in this approach of the enemy. This is the stock in trade of the enemy. He always comes up to encamp against the righteous (2 Samuel 12:28; Joshua 10:31-43; Judges 9:50).

The purpose of his encamping against the righteous is to force the righteous to surrender, to make life a misery until we agree to compromise with him (Judges 9:50; 2 Samuel 12:28).

However we don’t need to surrender to the enemy or agree terms with him. The people of Jabeshgilead made the greatest mistake of their lives by succumbing to the enemy’s pressure.

“and ALL THE MEN of Jabesh said unto Nahash, Make a covenant with us, and we will serve thee” (1 Samuel 11:1).

The people of Jabeshgilead didn’t want to fight, so they decided to strike a deal with the enemy. This is the path that those who never want to fight the enemy always take. This is the path of least resistance.

When the enemy comes like a flood, we need to resist him steadfast in the faith, and allow the Spirit of God to raise a standard against him until he flees from us (Isaiah 59:19; 1 Peter 5:8,9; James 4:7).

It is human nature to want to travel the path of least resistance. It is an easy cop out. It is a way of avoiding responsibility, of taking the easy road or easier option, of dodging appointed tasks.

Rather than enjoy the fruits of hard won victory, the men of Jabeshgilead wanted to settle down for an easy peace. They will rather subject themselves to the rule of the enemy in exchange for peace than fight their way to true freedom. 

Ahab the king of Israel did a similar thing before. He didn’t want to fight the enemy. He wanted to make a compromise deal with Benhadad the king of Syria.  So he agreed with Benhadad’s initial terms thinking that this will lead to peace (1 Kings 20:1-4).

PATH OF LASTING REPROACH

1 Samuel 11:2; 1 Kings 20:5-12; Ephesians 4:27; Joshua 5:9; Genesis 34:14; Psalm 137:1-4; Isaiah 52:3
The path of least resistance looks like the easy way out, an effortless way to peace and victory. However it is never an easy road. It is always the path of lasting reproach.

“And Nahash the Ammonite answered them, On this condition will I make a covenant with you, that I may thrust out all your right eyes, and lay it for a REPROACH upon ALL Israel” (1 Samuel 11:2).

They invited the enemy to make a covenant with them and now the enemy gave them the terms of the covenant. He just doesn’t want their service, he also wants to mutilate and humiliate them. Every ones right eye must be plucked out and piled up in a stinking heap to despise Israel and bring a reproach upon the entire nation. It was a wicked and barbaric covenant.

The scripture says “Neither give place to the Devil” (Ephesians 4:27). If you give the Devil an inch, he will go a mile. If you give the Devil a small place, he will take over the entire nation. If you agree with the Devil a little, he will dominate your life. Never give place to the Devil. Never hearken to him or consent to his demands (1 Kings 20:8).
Ahab agreed with Benhadad in order to broker a compromised deal. However, Benhadad gave him a second order that greatly disturbed and devastated Ahab (1 Kings 20:5-12).

Making a deal with the Devil will always land you in greater captivity. Submitting a little to the Devil’s demands will give him ultimate power over you. Agreeing with the Devil’s FIRST suggestions will make him to send you a more devastating SECOND proposal. If you agree FIRST with the Devil to defile a married woman. The Devil’s SECOND proposal to you may be that you kill the husband of the woman so that you can have her permanently.
The path of least resistance is not an easy way out. It is always a thorny path. It is always the path of lasting reproach.

PLEA FOR LITTLE RESPITE

1 Samuel 11:3; 1 Kings 12:1-15; Micah 4:9; Jeremiah 50:33,34; Isaiah 49:24-26; 2 Chronicles 32:20-22; Philippians 4:6.
“And the elders of Jabesh said unto him, Give us seven days’ respite, that we may send messengers unto all the coasts of Israel: and then, if there be no man to save us, we will come out to thee” (1 Samuel 11:3).

Now that enemy’s condition was too severe for them. They pleaded for a little respite – time to think over the deal and see what to do.

If you submit yourself to the Devil, he will lord it over you and manipulate you. He will give you conditions with which to run your life. He will dictate the tune of your music and the pace of your life.

The men of Jabeshgilead sent to Gibeah to tell their woes if perhaps the new king can do something about it (1 Samuel 11:4). The king had gone to the farm. Everybody that heard the story wept and Saul returned from the farm to find the whole city embroiled in weeping (1 Samuel 11:5).

Weeping does not solve the problem. It even saps whatever strength left in you to fight (1 Samuel 30:1-10).

There is no need to cry. Make your request known unto God (Micah 4:9; Jeremiah 50:33,34; Isaiah 49:24-26; 2 Chronicles 32:20-22; Philippians 4:6).

PRACTICALITY OF THE LORD’S RESCUE

1 Samuel 11:6-11; Psalm 50:15; 34:17,19; 118:6; James 5:13; Romans 8:31; Hebrews 13:6; 2 Timothy 4:18.
The people of Jabeshgilead did last what they should have done first. When Nahash encamped against them, they should have sought for help to fight him as they were now doing. However they decided to take the path of least resistance.
God has promised to deliver us from trouble (Psalm 50:15; 34:17,19; James 5:13). However most people always approach God as the LAST resort not as the FIRST solution to their problems.
To tell your problems to man is to receive human sympathy and weeping but to cry to God is to get heaven’s support and become a winner!

God’s Spirit came upon Saul and he raised up an army to go and do battle with Nahash the Ammonite (1 Samuel 11:6-8). The men of Jabeshgilead were assured of help by the following day (1 Samuel 11:9). The good news gave the people of Jabeshgilead the courage to confront the enemy (1 Samuel 11:10). The rest is history. Saul mobilized the army to win a tremendous victory and the people of Jabeshgilead were rescued from a vicious enemy (1 Samuel 11:11).

There is no need to surrender to the Devil. The Lord has promised to fight for you so that you can hold your peace (Exodus 14:14).
