MINISTRY ON THE OTHER SIDE

Mark 4:35-41; 5:1-20

Christ’s team got to the other side as planned (Mark 5:1). However because of the attitude of the people in that community, Christ couldn’t do much for them there (Mark 5:14-18). Before He took ship to return, only the demoniac of Gadara was set free (Mark 5:18,21).

All that effort and trouble to get to the other side just to minister to one soul. Yes! You are special! God will do everything to reach you and help you in your condition even though those around you are not responsive to divine mercy. God cares for the INDIVIDUAL! Maybe this sermon is specifically for YOU!

God reached out to the Ethiopian eunuch INDIVIDUALLY (Acts 5:26-40). At the time of Elisha, there were many lepers in Israel but only Naaman the Syrian (a foreigner) was healed!

CROSSING OVER FOR EFFECTIVE MINISTRY

Mark 4:35; 5:1-20; 1:38,39; Luke 8:26-39; Matthew 8:28-34; Joshua 1:11; Deuteronomy 1:6-8; Exodus 14:15

Christ had earlier told the disciples: “Let us pass over unto the other side” (Mark 4:35). Although there was a life-threatening GREAT STORM that shook the disciples to their foundations, Christ rose up to rebuke the situation so that there was a GREAT CALM:.

“And they came over unto the other side of the sea into the country of the Gadarenes” (Mark 5:1). They got to the other side despite the terrible turbulence and storm. You will get to your God-appointed destination irrespective of every satanic opposition confronting you. 

The storm that may jeopardize your getting to the other side can take several forms: malicious treatment by people, unappreciative gesture from the led, satanic trap of opposite sex, demonic manipulation through financial scandal, fiery persecution and unexplainable opposition, lack of tangible progress, constant spiritual battles without interspersing periods of calm and peace, serious marital conflicts, etc.

However no matter the nature and the intensity of the storm, rise up, stand your ground, rebuke the storm, command “Peace be still” and get to the other side.

“And when He was come out of the ship, IMMEDIATELY there met Him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit” (Mark 5:2).

They crossed over to the other side to minister deliverance to this demoniac of Gadara. There is ministry waiting for us as well on the other side. Join our victorious army and cross over with us to the other side for effective service.

CASTING OUT OF EVIL SPIRITS

Mark 5:2-13; 16:15-20; 9:25-27,38-40; Luke 9:1,2; 10:17-19; Acts 16:18; Matthew 15:22,28; Philippians 2:7-11; 

Immediately they got to the other side, they met a man with an unusual and unconventional characteristics, outlook and lifestyle:

(1) He preferred living among the dead, in the open cemetery rather in a sheltered accommodation.

(2) Nobody could BIND or TAME him (Mark 5:3,4).

We bind evil spirits and tame animals. This man’s condition was worse than the combination of the two as he could not be bound or tamed.

(3) He possessed strange and demonic supernatural power and strength (Mark 5:3,4; Matthew 8:28).

(4) Constant crying and perpetual sleeplessness as well as deliberate self-affliction are all abnormal behaviour (Mark 5:5).

(5) The man had a double personality syndrome (Mark 5:6-8).

The man’s uninfluenced spirit worshipped Christ (Mark 5:6). Then the evil spirits took over and reacted to the worship.

Christ went ahead and cast out the unclean spirit and all his team (Mark 5:2,8-13). Excessively abnormal patterns of behaviour are oftentimes due to demonic influence. Medical treatment is never the solution. The evil spirits must be cast out in order to bring about a change in the affected individual.

CALM OUTLOOK OF THE EMANCIPATED SOUL

Mark 5:5,15; 9:25-27; Luke 8:2,3,35; Acts 16:16-19; John 14:27; Philippians 4:7; 2 Thessalonians 3:16

“And they come to Jesus, and see him that was possessed with the devil, and had the legion, SITTING, and CLOTHED and IN HIS RIGHT MIND: and they were afraid” (Mark 5:15).

The man who nobody could BIND like an evil spirit or TAME like an animal now SAT down of his own volition. What a miracle! He was not bound, he was not tamed, he was delivered!

The man who has been RESTLESS (“ALWAYS, night and day, …, CRYING, and CUTTING himself with stones” (Mark 5:5)) now sat down calmly, quietly and restfully. No more crying and shouting, no more infliction of self-hurt. What a mighty deliverance this is!

The man who has been SHAMELESSLY NAKED was now CLOTHED because of the deliverance. Now that he is IN HIS RIGHT MIND, the sense of shame, modesty and decency has returned to him.

Those who dress as to be almost naked are cousins to this mad man. They are not in their right minds. Modest, clean and decent dressing is an indication of being in ones right mind. Those who are easily manipulated to wear horrible clothes all in the name of fashion are not in their right minds. Sister, dress like a christian! Brother, adorn yourself like a gentleman, a responsible person.

When the spirit that always makes you to look and behave WILD is cast out, you will be CALM like this man. Hot temper is a short madness. When the controlling spirit is cast out, you will be calm.

COURAGEOUS OBEDIENCE TO EVANGELIZE SOULS

Mark 5:18-20; Luke 8:38,39; John 4:28-30; 9:25; Joshua 2:1-11; 6:23; James 2:25; Hebrews 11:31; Deuteronomy 26:1-13

Because of the attitude of the people in that community, Jesus decided to leave their coast (Mark 5:14-18). When Jesus got into the ship, “he that had been possessed with the devil prayed him that he might be with him” (Mark 5:18). He wanted to PHYSICALLY follow Jesus. However Jesus wanted him to go and evangelize: “Go home to thy friends, and TELL them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee” (Mark 5:19). Declare the goodness of God in your life. Shout it upon the housetops.

“And he departed, and began to publish in Decapolis how great things Jesus had done for him: and all men did marvel” (Mark 5:20).

After healing, the demoniac of Gadara was not ashamed or shy to go and tell his friends what great things the Lord had done for him and has had compassion on him. In fact, he went through Decapolis (a region of ten cities). What a feat!

This is an evidence of courageous obedience. How many there are who are ashamed to testify of God’s goodness in their lives. They think that people will look down on them if they discover their former lives and background. Where will you be anyway without the compassion of the Lord? Would you have had any good story to tell? Tell it like it is and let the devil be ashamed that he has lost another captive. Once I was blind, now I see. Once I was a prostitute, now I am a saint. Once I was a drug pusher, now I am free. Be like the woman of Samaria (John 4:28-30).

Only the two spies could have known what life Rahab lived. However, when she joined the nation of Israel, her testimony to the goodness of God made the whole nation to know that she was an harlot before (Joshua 2:1-11; 6:23; James 2:25; Hebrews 11:31).

