MARCHING FORWARD TO A NEW DESTINY

Life is full of many surprises and there are happenings that sometimes defy explanation. There are occasional setbacks, unexpected crises and heart-shattering experiences. However life marches on to its God-ordained course.

Sometimes, an event comes along that alters the course of history and re-shapes the human landscape forever. This could result in individuals and corporate bodies marching forward to a new destiny. It could set us on a new and fresh commitment to prayer and spiritual warfare, gear the sleeping sentry to alertness, fire up the lukewarm with a new heaven-sent zeal and help everyone to set new God-honouring priorities.

Life is short and so uncertain that it is very foolish to fritter away the time that God has loaned us. Fill each passing day with worthwhile activities of eternal significance. Life sometimes is like a story or tale told, or like a vapour that vanishes without announcement (Psalm 90: 9,10,12; James 4:14).

REPENTANCE AND DEFINITE SALVATION

Colossians 1:13; Ephesians 2:3; Romans 9:22; Luke 13:1-5; Proverbs 28:13; Isaiah 59:1,2; 55:6-8; John 3:3-7; 5:24; 1 John 3:14; 2 Corinthians 5:17

Every sinner is headed for hell and eternal damnation. However at conversion, the sinner passes from death unto life (John 5:24; 1 John 3:14), is delivered from the power of darkness and translated into the kingdom of God’s dear own Son. Hopelessness gives way to a new hope, wrath is exchanged for mercy, the tyranny of Satan for the care of God (Colossians 1:13; Ephesians 2:3; Romans 9:22; Luke 13:1-5; Proverbs 28:13; Isaiah 59:1,2; 55:6-8).

A new destiny starts at salvation. Have you repented? Will you not choose life rather than death? (Ezekiel 18:4;,31).

RESPONSE TO DIVINE SUMMONS

Isaiah 6:8; 1 Chronicles 29:5; Judges 2:7-13; Ezekiel 22:30; Jeremiah 1:5,10; Matthew 4:18-22; John 4:28; 2 Corinthians 5:15.

Life takes on new meaning, races on to a glorious destination when we respond positively to God’s call to service and His many summons in the scriptures.

“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” is a divine question awaiting your personal response (Isaiah 6:8).

“And who then is willing to consecrate his service this day unto the Lord?” is an inescapable question that each of us must answer (1 Chronicles 29:5).

God is looking for a new generation to replace Joshua and the elders that have passed away. Can God depend upon you to help fill the gaps left behind (Judges 2:7-13).

God is searching for those to water the seeds already planted, to keep the vineyard free from weeds and continue the work so that it will bear eternal fruit, are you available (Ezekiel 22:30). Are you willing for God to ordain you a prophet to the nations? (Jeremiah 1:5,10). Are you ready to leave your water pot or your net and follow the Lord? (Matthew 4:18-22; John 4:28).

REST FROM DIVINE SERVICE

Psalm 116:15; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Hebrews 11:4; 4:10; Acts 13:36; 1 Corinthians 15:58; 2 Corinthians 12:15.

We are created for the primary purpose of showing forth God’s praise (Isaiah 43:21; 1 Peter 2:9,10; Ecclesiastes 12:13).

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints (Psalm 116:15). Moses, Joshua, Stephen all went like great heroes after a lifetime of service for the Lord. What will your end be like? Stephen’s life was the seed that was planted in order for Saul to be converted. Don’t spend all your life chasing money, education, shelter and all the mundane things that the gentiles who don’t know God spend their lives chasing. Serve God in your generation. David served God in his generation. Leave a legacy for generations yet unborn (Acts 13:36; Hebrews 4:10).

In this world, there is no rest from serving God. However a day comes when we all must rest from our labours. How well we have lived rather how long we have lived will be what will matter then. What record will you have? Abel died young but he has a record that “he being dead, yet speaketh” (Hebrews 11:4). Methuselah died in a good old age but the only record we have of him is that “he begat sons and daughters” (Genesis 5:25-27).

Many have already gone on to rest from their labours but we have opportunity to put in quality service for God, touch the lives of others, make a difference in our community before we finally pass on to our reward.

