MAPPING YOUR WAY TO THE TOP

Getting to the top is not as mysterious as some would have us believe. There are mileposts on the road that leads to the top. If we pay close attention to these mileposts or signposts, we will never miss the road and are sure to arrive at our destination.

Trying to run before we can walk will always lead to frustration as well as uncountable falls and failures. Searching for short cuts because we are not prepared to pay the price of success will always result in defeat. Whatever temporary success we may seem to obtain will eventually fizzle out in the heat of the battle.

Every person can learn how to scripturally map their way to the top for the top is God’s desire, design and plan for us.

FOUNDATION OF HUMBLE BEGINNING

Zechariah 4:10; Haggai 2:3; Isaiah 60:22; Job 8:7; Mark 4:28; Matthew 25:15,21-23; Luke 19:13,16-19,26.

Nobody starts at the top of the ladder. We all begin at the bottom of the ladder and climb our way up, one step at a time. Those who start at the top of the ladder because somebody unwittingly put them there always end up falling off the ladder and oftentimes never to rise again.

The problem with many people today is that they are not willing to start at the bottom. Days of humble beginnings are never to be despised but to be cherished (Zechariah 4:10; Haggai 2:3).

God has promised that “a little one shall become a thousand, and a small one a strong nation: I the Lord will hasten it in his time” (Isaiah 60:22). No matter how small and humble our beginning, God has guaranteed that “though thy beginning was small, yet thy latter end should greatly increase” (Job 8:7). The principle of achievement and growth is always “first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear” (Mark 4:28).

In 1939 Hewlett and Packard started their company with US $538 cash in a rented garage in Palo Alto, California. By 1996 the company employed 100,000 people in 120 countries and had annual sales of US $31 billion. It made computers, printers and a wide range of electronic equipment for use in industry, medicine and science.

Initially they just took on odd jobs. When David Packard died in 1996, he left the bulk of his share in the company worth US $4.4 billion to a charitable foundation. Yet the two had set out 57 years earlier with only modest ambitions and no strategy for building a world company.

Start small, grow, expand and you will surely get to the top.

FRUITFULNESS THROUGH HELPFUL “BASICS”

Luke 14:28-33; Nehemiah 2:12-20; 3:1-32; 1 Kings 20:35-40; Proverbs 13:4; 12:24; 15:9; 6:6-11; Romans 12:11; Ephesians 5:15,16; Colossians 4:5

There is no mystery that surrounds getting to the top. However we have to master a few helpful basics if we are to reach our desired destination. Fruitfulness and achievement are possible through these helpful “basics”:

(1) Set Goals (Luke 19:10; Matthew 1:21; John 9:4)

We need to learn how to set both long-range and short-range goals. We must also learn to make our goals “SMART” – S-Specific, M-Measurable, A-Achievable, R-Realistic, T-Timed.

(2) Have a Plan (Luke 14:28-33; Nehemiah 2:12-20; 3:1-32)

Failing to plan is already planning to fail. Good planning makes for efficiency. We need to have long-range plans as well as short-range ones. We need to plan our work and work our plan. Doing without planning results in confusion and a waste of valuable time.

(3) Establish Priorities (1 Kings 20:35-40)

We cannot do everything. We need to be selective of the activities we engage in. Pareto’s principle applies here: 80% of your productivity comes from 20% of your activities. Concentrate on these golden 20% of activities.

(4) Be disciplined, Focused and Hardworking (Proverbs 13:4; 12:24; 15:9; 18:9; 6:6-11)

The heights reached by achievers were not attained by sudden flights but they were busy working and toiling while others luxuriated away. They kept at their work never allowing any distraction.

(5) Manage Your Time and Yourself (Ephesians 5:15,16; Colossians 4:5)

Time is the only currency we have for success. To waste our time is to waste our life. We need to manage our time well and put it to the best use. We need to use our time to pray, study, think, work and success will not be far from us.

FOCUS ON HEAVEN’S “BETTER”

Hebrews 1:4; 7:19,22; 8:6; 9:23; 10:34; 11:16,35,40; John 1:29; 6:12-15; 4:40-44; Luke 19:10; Matthew 1:21

The good is always the enemy of the better. However wise men leave the good and concentrate on the better. Leviticus is good in that it shows us the way to God. However Hebrews its New Testament equivalent is the epistle of better things – better priesthood, better tabernacle, better sacrifice, better blood, better covenant, better promises, better resurrection (Hebrews 1:4; 7:19,22; 8:6; 9:23; 10:34; 11:35).

Joshua is good in that it shows us how to engage in warfare in order to possess our possession. Ephesians its New Testament equivalent shows us a better way to spiritual warfare in order to inherit all the spiritual blessings in heavenly places (Ephesians 6:12; 1:3,4; 3:20).

The Old Testament lamb was good but the New Testament Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the whole world is better (John 1:29). The present life in the world may be good but we focus on the better country (Hebrews 11:16).

God’s strategy is always to leave the good for the better. God has better prospects, better cities, better countries, better mansions, better missions, better mandates awaiting us. We need to always focus on heaven’s “better”. Rejoice in the good that God has given you but expect the better that He has in store for you (Hebrews 11:40). This is the way to the top.

Jesus rejected the good of being the king of the Jews to focus on the better priority of being the Saviour of the world.  The SCOPE (limited versus limitless) as well as the DURATION (for a few years versus for all time) are clearly evident (John 6:12-15; 4:40-44; Luke 19:10; Matthew 1:21).

Remember that today’s better will be tomorrow’s good. Don’t cling perpetually to the same thing. Allow God to move you higher.

FAITH FOR HUGE BREAKTHROUGHS

Job 8:7; Isaiah 60:22; 22:22; Hebrews 6:12; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; 2:12; Ephesians 6:16; Revelation 3:8; Colossians 4:3; 1 Corinthians 16:9.

We may start with a humble beginning but our latter end should greatly increase (Job 8:7; Isaiah 60:22). However we need faith for a huge breakthrough. We need faith to inherit the promises of prosperity and progress in God’s word (Hebrews 6:12). We need faith to move the stubborn mountains and blockages on the pathway of achievement (Mark 11:22-24). We need faith to bring down the satanic strongholds that may confront us on our way to the top (2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Ephesians 6:16).

We need faith to obtain the open doors that we need as well as to keep them open so that satanic agents will not shut them up (Revelation 3:8; Colossians 4:3; 2 Corinthians 2:12; 1 Corinthians 16:9; Isaiah 22:22).

