MANAGING LIFE’S CRISES

1 Samuel 30:1-31

Everybody desires and prays for a quiet and undisturbed life but the reality is the contrary. Life is full of problems, crises, troubles, and difficulties. We can either see our crises as stumbling blocks in which case we are headed for the mortuary or we can consider them as stepping stones and face them as challenges to develop and toughen us for victorious outcome.

Every cloud has a silver lining. Things may look gloomy at present but the sun will shine again. The way we manage the crises of life that may come our way will either make us or mar us. We all have our share of life’s problems but this is what separates the men from the boys, the marriageable women from mummy’s pets.

Are you passing through life’s crises at the moment? Take a cue from David. Is life so beautiful and dealing you nice cards at the moment, learn valuable lessons that will stand you in good stead in the days of adversity.

ONSLAUGHT OF CRISES 1 Samuel 30:1-5

Job 1:13-22; 2:7-13; Genesis 26:1,7,14-22,27; Genesis 37:27,28,36; 39:19,20; 40:14,15,23; 1 Corinthians 10:13; 1 Peter 4:12-16; 5:7-9.

The Amalekites took advantage of the absence of David and his warriors to invade and plunder Ziklag. David had earlier invaded their territory (1 Samuel 27:8).

Many things happened as a result of the Amalekites’ raid: (1) Ziklag was destroyed and burnt with fire; (2) all the families of David and his men were carried away captive – it was essentially the destruction of property and the vanishing of people!

Life is often like this. When crises come, they often come in droves, in quick succession, in different shapes and sizes. Consider the onslaught of crises in Job’s life (Job 1:13-22; 2:7-13), in Isaac’s life (Genesis 26:1,7,14-22,27), in Joseph’s life (Genesis 37:27,28,36; 39:19,20; 40:14,15,23).

Crises, problems, mishaps often come to people in quick succession. Rather than despair, it is important to know that others like you have faced such before. It is a common human experience. If God helped those who went before us to overcome, He will surely help us to overcome! (1 Corinthians 10:13; 1 Peter 4:12-16; 5:7-9).

OUTRAGE OF COMPANIONS 1 Samuel 30:6

Job 16:1-5; Exodus 5:20-23; 16:2,3; 17:1-4; Numbers 14:1-10; Judges 8:1-3; 1 Samuel 8:4-7; Matthew 20:20,21,24.

David had expanded his military team from 400 to 600 (1 Samuel 22:2; 30:9,10). Even as at this time, the families of the men had joined them and all resided in Ziklag (1 Samuel 27:3).

The crises of burnt Ziklag and vanished families weighed too heavily on the shoulders of David’s companions. It was too much than they could bear. They thought of stoning David.

In crises, we can also experience the outrage rather than the consolation of companions, the criticism rather than the compliment of peers. Job experienced such until in desperation he called these companions miserable comforters (Job 16:1-5). This was the situation of Moses and Aaron during the many crises that befell the children of Israel (Exodus 5:20-23; 16:2,3; 17:1-4). Joshua and Caleb also had their share of it (Numbers 14:1-10).

OCCASION FOR COMMUNION 1 Samuel 30:6-8

Psalm 91:15; 46:1-3; 88:1-9; 102:1-11; 109:1-5; 116:1-8; James 5:13; 1 Peter 5:7; Philippians 4:6,7.

David’s attitude and action at this time is very instructive. Though all around him was opposition, criticism, outrage, he “encouraged himself in the Lord his God”. In times of crisis or crises, difficulties, problems etc. when there is no comforter or helper, encourage yourself in the Lord your God. God is still on the throne, He will not forsake or abandon His own.

David saw the crises as an occasion for communion with God. He sought guidance from God and got definite direction. God guides when we ask for it.

Never let your crises alienate you from God’s presence. Let your problems and troubles drive you to God’s throne of mercy and grace. Time of setback should be time of supplication. Crises should lead to communion, problems to praying. If you call upon God in the time of trouble and crisis, He will deliver you (Psalm 91:15; 46:1-3; 88:1-9; 102:1-11; 109:1-5; 116:1-8; James 5:13; 1 Peter 5:7; Philippians 4:6,7).

OPPORTUNITY FOR COMPASSION 1 Samuel 30:9-15

Proverbs 11:24-26; Exodus 2:15-22; 2 Kings 4:8-17; Luke 10:25-37; 15:25-32; John 8:1-11; Genesis 50:15-22.

While David was on his way to recover the captives, he met a needy individual. Which is more important – the many lives at stake or this single life?

Crisis time is not a time for speculation but an opportunity for compassion and involvement. David took time to minister to this needy soul. Despite your towering problems, reach a helping hand to those in need. Those who water will be watered (Proverbs 11:24-26).

David’s compassion and kindness paid off. The Egyptian provided the needed clue for the recovery of the captured people and looted property.

The Shunamite’s compassion opened the way to biological fruitfulness (2 Kings 4:8-17). Moses’ compassion paved the way for a free accommodation in his time of need (Exodus 2:15-22). Those who become victims in life should not just be sights for the priest and the Levite, they deserve compassion from today’s Samaritans (Luke 10:25-37). The Pharisees saw an occasion for judgement and condemnation in the case of the adulterous woman but Christ saw it as an opportunity for compassion and redemption (John 8:1-11). The elder brother would have preferred discipline at best or rejection at the worst for his prodigal brother but the loving father saw it as an opportunity for compassion and forgiveness (Luke 15:25-32). Joseph could have seen his father’s death as an opportunity to take revenge of the evil deeds of his brothers but he saw it as an opportunity to show love and compassion (Genesis 50:15-22).

