MAKE ME A SANCTUARY
Exodus: 25:8,9,40

“Make me a sanctuary” – God will not come down to build the sanctuary for us. The sanctuary will not fall down like manna from Heaven. We must make the sanctuary. It is our responsibility to build the sanctuary. We build it, God owns it (Leviticus 19:30; 20:3; 21:12; 26:2; Numbers 19:20; Joshua 24:26; 1 Chronicles 22:19; 2 Chronicles 30:8; Psalm 73:17; 74:7).
“Make me a sanctuary” -- this is not an advice. It is a divine mandate. Have you obeyed? Do you know what to do? Have you made a mortuary instead of a sanctuary? Do you know the difference? Dead men are kept in mortuary but the living God dwells in a sanctuary.
NEWNESS AND PURPOSE OF THE SANCTUARY
Exodus 25:8,9; Genesis 8:20-22; 12:8; 13:3,4; 22:9; 28:18,19; Acts 7:44-50; Isaiah 66:1,2; 1 Kings 8:27; Ephesians 2:21,22; 1 Corinthians 6:19,20; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and the other patriarchs have been worshipping in make-shift altars (Genesis 8:20-22; 12:8; 13:3,4; 22:9; 28:18,19). However, now that God has delivered the nation of Israel out of Egyptian bondage, He commanded them to make this a sanctuary (Exodus 25:8,9). It was not that the altars of old were bad but a NEW era has come. God wanted a more focused and systematic way of worship. He commanded them “make me a sanctuary”.

The altars of the OLD era were INDIVIDUAL, PERSONAL altars. The sanctuary of the NEW era was NATIONAL, CORPORATE tabernacle.

God also told them the purpose of the sanctuary: “that I may dwell among them” (Exodus 25:8). There are many purposes and uses of the tabernacle. However, this is the most fundamental and foundational of all reasons. To have God to dwell among us is a tremendous privilege.

The Old Testament  tabernacles were physical buildings, the New Testament tabernacles are people – man becomes essentially the dwelling place of God (Acts 7:44-50; Isaiah 66:1,2; 1 Kings8:27; Ephesians 2:21,22; 1 Corinthians 6:19,20; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18).
NAME AND POSITION OF THE SANCTUARY
Exodus 25:8,9; 40:34-38; Leviticus 16:33; 19:30; Deuteronomy 26:1-15; 17:8-12; 16:2; 14:23; 12:5; Luke 2:1-20; Malachi 3:8-12; 2:7
God called it a sanctuary (Exodus 25:8,9; Leviticus 16:33; 19:30). Later it was called a tabernacle (Exodus 40:34-38).
During the wilderness journey, the sanctuary was a temporary structure which was erected when Israel camped and dismantled and moved when Israel moved (Exodus 40:34-38).
However, when they got to the land of Canaan, they erected a permanent structure and called it the temple (Acts 7:44-50; 1 Samuel 1:9; 3:3; 2 Samuel 22:7; Ezra 4:1).
The temple became the place that God has chosen for acceptable worship and offering of prescribed sacrifices (Deuteronomy 16:2; 14:23; 12:5; Exodus 20:24; Luke 2:1-20).
It became God’s storehouse where the tithe was to be brought (Deuteronomy 26:1-15; Malachi 3:8-12), where disputes were to be settled (Deuteronomy 17:8-12), where God’s knowledge and ways were to be taught (Malachi 2:7).
NATURE AND PATTERN OF THE SANCTUARY
Exodus 25:8,9,40; 40:16,34-38;Hebrews 8:5; 9:23; Numbers 8:5; 1 Chronicles 28:11-19; Ephesians 2:21,22.
The tabernacle is God’s dwelling place. It is a place of worship, a sanctuary (Exodus 25:8,9).
· It is not a supermarket or hypermarket (mall) for buying and selling

· It is not an office or business center for financial gain or greed

· It is not a theatre or an arcade for sensual entertainment and indulgence

· It is not a brothel or a casino for sexual perversion and gambling

· It is not a town hall or civic center for towns meeting or political campaigns

It is a spiritual court where the guilty can plead his cause before the divine Judge and be pardoned. 
It is a spiritual fountain where the thirsty can drink and be refreshed.

It is like a pool where the leper like Naaman can wash and be made whole (2 Kings 5)

It is the place where man can find pardon and peace, forgiveness and favour, strength and succour, reconciliation and refreshing.
Although God has commanded us to build Him a sanctuary, we are not allowed to build it the way we like. God still dictates the pattern of the sanctuary. He gives us the blueprint: “According to all that I shew thee … even so shall ye make it” (Exodus 25:9,40; Hebrews 8:5; 9:23; Numbers 8:5; 1 Chronicles 28:11-19).

We must endeavour to make it our priority to build according to the divine pattern. It is only when we do so that God’s glory can rest upon our efforts as well as upon our life (Exodus 40:16,34-38).
